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step #5:
What will the structure of your
oral history be?

Though not every oral history
is a life history (organized
chronologically throughout
the stages of someone's life),
it's a wuseful foundation to
build off of.

It's generally good practice to
start with easier questions to
warm your narrator up, then
ease into more complex
topics.

Start broad, get more specific.
Keep in mind that an oral
history rarely goes exactly to
plan, and be ready to pivot.
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step #E:

DO: Write yourself a starting
set of questions: things that
you want to be sure to ask.

DON'T: Expect your oral history

to stick exactly to wour
written plan. The  most
interesting tangents often

come out of nhowhere.

DO: Plan to take notes, to
listen attentively, and to write
follow-up questions as you

go.

DON'T: Rely too heavily (or at
ally) on yes-or-no questions.
You won't get very interesting
answers, and it leaves you no
room to follow up.
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. What questions do you still have
' about doing oral history? :
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