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The Localized History Project, housed at the Asian American/Asian Research Institute@CUNY, is @
youth led and community driven participatory history collective working to uplift working class,
solidarity-oriented, and peoples’ history of Asian American, Pacific Islander, and Native Hawaiion New
Yorkers. We are funded via City Council's Educational Equity Action Plan to help produce New York City’s
first ever Asian American Studies program!

Within our digital archive, we published exhibits researched, created, and written by New York City
youth researchers ages 16-22. These exhibits cover the histories of New York City’s specific and
emergent Asian American history. We uplift intersectional communities, including the Chinese Latino
diaspora, and the Indo-Caribbean diasporas of NYC. See our exhibits at
www.localizedhistoryproject.org, and follow us @LocalizedHistory!

LOCALIZED HISTORY PROJECT TEAM

Shreya Sunderram (Director and Founder)

Shreya is the founder and director of the Localized History Project, and a former NYC high school history teacher of six
years. She founded LHP in response to her experiences in the history classroom and to create a space for teachers
and youth to produce more just, anti-colonial curricula. In addition to LHP, Shreya is a PhD Candidate at the CUNY
Graduate Center; her dissertation traces South Asian Diasporic counter-schooling movements in the US and UK.
Outside of LHP, Shreya loves reading fantasy and sci-fi books, and dog-watching in Prospect Park.

Ravi Vora and Clarissa Kunizaki (Co-Youth Directors)

Ravi is a high school senior and has been a member of LHP for over a year. He enjoys collaborating with fellow
researchers and learning about AAPI political movements. As Youth Co-Director of Policy Research & Advocacy, he
looks forward to working alongside policymakers and teachers to ensure that the archival projects are taught
effectively and critically. Clarissa is a high school senior and has been part of LHP since its inception. She enjoys
researching local histories centering AAPI diasporic identity and cross racial solidarity. As Youth Co-Director of
Community and Historical Research, she hopes to foster joy and exploration with fellow youth and community
members to uncover radical histories.

Ana Serna (Assistant Director, Community Organizing)

Ana is LHP's Assistant Director of Community Organizing. Ana is a
former labor organizer and grassroots archivist in Jackson Heights
and East Elmhurst. Her scholarly and community work focuses on
domestic worker organizing, transnational solidarity movements,
and activist storytelling in the Filipino diaspora of NYC.

Eva Schmidt (Assistant Director, Youth Programming)

Eva is LHP's Assistant Director of Youth Programmming. Entering her
third year with the project, she is excited to continue to find ways to
amplify histories of AANHPI communities and peoples with our

youth researchers. Relocated from the Sonoran Desert, she is a «<.cand mostimportantly
CUNY alum and is involved in the dance and theatre community

i ! . .
nere in NYC! 22 New York City public school
Josie Naron (Archivist) student Youth Researchers ages 16-22
Josie is LHP's Archivist. She received her MA from NYU's Archives from four boroughs, representing
and Public History program. Her work is interdisciplinary and draws South Asian. East Asian. Southeast

on oral histo and public history, often focusing on the . - .
intersections orzl social pmovements yand the arts. Jgosie is a Asian, Indo—?orlbbeon, 99””,0!' Asian,
transplanted Midwesterner who has called Brooklyn home for and Pacific Islander identities.
almost 8 years. In her spare time, she loves watching the Mets

(mostly lose), caring for her adopted alley cat, and making zines.



A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH DIRECTORS:

Hi! Our names are Ravi and Clarissa. We are the Youth Directors of the Localized
History Project. The Localized History Project ethos is grounded in a love for
inclusivity and community. It centers young people ds pedagogues and as
agents of transformative change. We define localized history as histories
drawn from archives—both traditional and intimate, family oral histories,
and the memories of our neighborhoods, friends, and elders.

Specifically, by learning histories relevant to students’ neighborhoods, families,
and identities, we dre encouraged to challenge oppressive systems and build
equitable ones that better serve us all. Localized history challenges us to be
more gonnected to each other, and encourages us to participate in the world
around us.

More than ever, we need to learn localized Asian American, Native Hawaiian,
and Pacific Islander history. As ethnic studies remains under attack,
implementing local Asian-American Pacific Islander studies into New York City
classrooms is essential. However, we do not believe in teaching a version of
AAPI| Studies that pits us o%oinst other communities of color, or working class
New Yorkers. Thankfully, AAPI History has always been that of labor organizing,
solidarity building, and collectivity. Be it the 1998 Taxi Workers' Strike,
exchanges between B.R. Ambedkar and W.E.B. Du Bois, the Chinatown Art
Brigade, labor of Filipino nurses and Viethamese nail salon workers, or the
musical beats of Richmond Hill's Indo-Caribbean communities, we've
continued to make waves of influence locally and within broader global
lineages of resilience.

Thus, New York City is a historic site of
critical AAPI history, and we want this history
taught in our schools. .Up|lftlnﬁ these
stru giles for IJlustl'ce provides all of us
models for collective liberation. Moreover,
iluminating vibrant contributions of AAPI's
combats notions of otherness and omission

of marginalized narratives.

The AAPI community has and will continue
to be a powerful force in our nation and city.
We hope you will join us in honoring our
stories by lbringing our youth-driven,
community led histories to 'life in your
classrooms.

Thank you!




Localized History Project Excerpts:

The exhibits included in this booklet draw from frameworks and standards in US
history curriculum, as well as Government and Economics. The topics included
particularly deal with immigration and migration, civil rights and labor organizing
by Asian American communities, and cross racial solidarity. Each of the exhibits
trace national phenomena like migration, but end with a localized history
connection. The excerpts provided center the US History, but we encourage a deep
dive into the entire exhibit to learn the localized NY connection.

20" Century History

The Photographic Resistance of Visual
Historian Corky Lee

It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers
Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers'’ Strike

Community Organizing and
Health Access in New York
City’s Chinatown in the 1970s
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'11.10 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE/DOMESTIC ISSUES (1945 - present): Racial,
‘gender, and socioeconomic inequalities were addressed by individuals, groups,
and organizations. Varying political philosophies prompted debates over the role of
the federal government in regulating the economy and providing a social safety
net. (Standards:1, 4, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, SOC, GOV, CIV, ECO)

11.11 THE UNITED STATES IN A CHANGING WORLD (1990 - present): The United States’

political and economic status in the world has faced external and internal

challenges related to international conflicts, economic competition, and
: R‘"\_ globalization. Throughout this time period, the nation has continued to debate and
define its role in the world. (Standards: 1, 2, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, CIV, TECH,
EXCH)

people over time. These rights and freedoms continue to be debated, extended to
additional people, and defined through judicial interpretation. In engaging in issues
of civic debate, citizens act with an appreciation of differences and are able to
participate in constructive dialogue with those who hold different perspectives.

LY [ 'qf




The Photographic Resistance of Visual Historian Corky Lee
By: Amelia Eng

Excerpt from: “Introduction”

Amelia Eng is a senior at Brooklyn Technical High School, and a proud fifth-generation NYC resident! This is
her first year as a Youth Researcher for the Localized History Project, and she has been deeply invested in

exploring the ways artistic disobedience can be used in community building and documenting the past. As
an aspiring artist and a Chinese American, Amelia wants to move towards unearthing her own roots, and
learning more about how her story blends into the diverse tapestry of the AANHPI diaspora.

Whether you know it or not, you have likely seen one of Corky Lee’s photographs. While he was an iconic
fixture of many of New York City’'s different boroughs, community institutions, and streets, there’s
perhaps no neighborhood that Corky is more associated with than Chinatown. Corky and his camera
seemed to capture everything: the activities of daily life, labor and anti-police protests, student
movements, uprisings, celebrations, and all of the moments in between. Looking back at his body of
work, it seems almost impossible that he could have been everywhere and covered as much as he did.
But because he was, our understanding of history, both local to New York City and spanning across the
Us, is sharper and more vivid.

This exhibit does not attempt to tell Corky’s sto(?l in its entirety. There are books, scholars, and
testimonials, as well as Corky’s own works and words, that we can turn to for that. Instead, it offers an
overview of his early years, some of his artistic and political inspirations, and his legacy. As you read
through it and take a close look at some of Corky’s most memorable photos, we hope it inspires you to
go out into your own neighborhood: to talk to your neighbors, to learn their struggles, and to document
what it means to live in a community.

Excerpt from: “Growing Up in Queens”

Corky Lee (September 5, 1947-January 27, 2021) was born and raised in Queens. He was born as Young
Kwok Lee (Z#[E); his nickname, "Corky,” was brought about as a result of constant mispronunciations,
solidifying awareness of his American-born Chinese identity at a young age.! Though most accounts of
Corky’'s artistic and political development begin during his yeadrs as an undergraduate at Queens
College, his years growing up in Queens likely had a profound impact on the kind of work he would go
on to do. His parents’ jobs — his father’s work as a welder-turned-laundryman, and his mother’s sewing
work — clearly incubated a love for finding dignity and beauty in working-class trades.
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Corky Lee’s extended family in front of Lee Laundry in A group Asian Americans, including descendants of Chinese railroad workers, recreating an
Queens. Corky is in the back row, far right. iconic photo on the 145" anniversary of the first Transcontinental Railroad’s completion at
Promontory Summit, Utah.

Friends of Corky attest that one of his earliest realizations about the connection between the erasure of
Chinese-American history and photography, which took place in middle school. As a student in the New
York City public school system, at Van Wyck Junior High School in Queens, Corky was taught many
uncritical founding myths about America.? He first noticed the omission of Asian stories from mainstream
history when he saw a famous textbook picture that illustrated the completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad. Despite the fact that an overwhelmin% 90% of the laborers who worked on building the railroad
were Chineseé the photo instead celebrated the white men who drove in the final, purely ceremonial
golden stake.” Corky would do his part in amending this historical inaccuracy in 2014, when he gathered
more than a hundred Chinese-Americans, including some direct descendants of railroad workers, at
Utah’s Promontory Summit. Posing the gathered crowd for a picture, he told them: “We're Chinese
Americans. We're Asian Pacific Americans, so let me hear it! We came today to reclaim American
history.” In many ways, whether quietly or through a megaphone, Corky proclaimed that ethos for his
entire career.

1.“Corky Lee: Unofficial Asian American Photographer Laureate,” Lowell Milken Center, November 6, 2023

2. Raymond Douglas Chong, “CORKY LEE — in Pursuit of Photographic Justice,” AsSAmNews, October 10, 2020

3. Lesley Kennedy, “Building the Transcontinental Railroad: How 20,000 Chinese Immigrants Made It Happen,” HISTORY, May 2019
4.Lex Paull, “The Man Behind the Lens: The History and Legacy of Corky Lee,” Reporter Magazine, January 30, 2026,



The Photographic Resistance of Visual Historian Corky Lee
By: Amelia Eng

Excerpt from: “Documenting the Lower East Side”

In the mid-1970s, New York's rapidly growing Asian immigrant population faced mounting
bigotry, discrimination, and police violence. Some of the events preceding this include the
Korean War, which had occurred decades before (1950-1953) and intensified anti-Asian
sentiment. This era popularized the narrative of the “Yellow Peril,” a manifestation of xenophobic
ideas that Asian individuals would “steal” American jobs and “invade” U.S. civilization.' Between
the Vietham War and the passage of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, this time period
also came with a rise in dehumanization of the Asian American community. Our archive covers
in detail the uprisings and class resistance against war, poverty, and government disinvestment
that occurred between the 1960s and 1970s.

Corky Lee’'s adolescent years were shaped by the turbulent social and political climate of the
long 1960s. What we find remarkable about his work is that he took it upon himself to bring to life
both the everyday and the political of New York City’s Asian American communities. For instance,
Corky was accepted as a VISTA volunteer in 1969 to aid under-served communities of the Lower
East Side through the Two Bridges Neighborhood Council, a social service agency with an office
in Chinatown. Through his work as a housing advocate, he came into daily contact with social
and political injustices in the Chinese immigrant community and began photographing
examples of society’s ills. Here, he observed how affordable housing in Asian enclaves was
scarce, and how gentrification pressures from real estate developers were threatening
Chinatown'’s local community and culture.” Corky turned to his camera to capture the neglected
infrastructure and lack of equitable housing in Chinatown by taking “photographs of the
deplorable conditions” in the Lower East Side as a community organizer.’ Lee believed that
representing such inhumane conditions like overcrowding in a visual format would instill more
empathy in viewers, and could lead to stronger conviction that change was necessary.*

When we look at Corky’s photographs, we can feel the way in which the everyday is centered
and politicized. In other sections of this exhibit, we can see Corky’s documentation of protests,
which are explicitly political in nature. But what is striking about his work is how he was able to
build bridges between his lens and the audience, demonstrating how the everyday is political.
Scenes that were taken for granted as ordinary—Asian elders sitting in a cramped living room, or
a child peering out from behind his mother working in a garment factory—became narratives
and unique stories through his lens. These stories teach us to question the ordinary and look
more intentionally for the context that wrought such conditions.

1. Marie Myung Ok Lee, “The U.S. Military’s Long History of Anti-Asian Dehumanization,” Korean Quarterly April 18, 2021

2.CAAAV, “Chinatown’s Housing Evolution,” CAAAV Digital Archive, 2015

3.Neil Genzlinger, “Corky Lee, 73, Photographer Who Chronicled Asian-American Life, Is Dead,” The New York Times, January 29,
2021

4.“The History-Making Legacy of Asian American Photographer Corky Lee,” PBS NewsHour, May 11, 2024



The Photographic Resistance of Visual Historian Corky Lee
By: Amelia Eng

Excerpt from: “Photographing Protest Movements”

In Corky Lee’s career as a community photographer, he
documented many pivotal moments in social § %
movement organizing in Asian American history. Two | : 1—‘
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such moments were the 1975 and 1982 mass ':'f %‘%Fﬁ
mobilizations against anti-Asian violence in New York | L} e TV ey 4
City and Detroit, respectively foIIowin? the beating of § . e P o
Peter Yew and the murder of Vincent Chin. Emerging e A= I
from a national political milieu of intensified anti-Asian
sentiment following the US’s defeat in the Vietnam War,
Corky Lee’s photography of these movements and the
everyday people they mobilized is a testament to the
collective organizing and resilience of the Asian
American communities of NYC and beyond.
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Peter Yew

On April 26, 1975, growing racial tensions in Chinatown came to a head with the police brutalization of
Peter Yew.” Yew — a 27-year-old engineering student — had attempted to intervene as police officers beat
a 15-year-old on Bayard Street involved in a minor traffic dispute. He was then assaulted by the police,
dragged to the 5th Precinct, stripped, and assaulted a second time.? Asian American communities
nationwide mobilized quickly after Yew was jailed on unclear charges without any due process, sparking
the beginning of a mass movement against police brutality in Chinatown.*

In a protest at City Hall in response to
this injustice, Corky Lee captured a
moment when one protester had been
attacked bY police officers, his face
streaked with blood. Lee’s photograph
landed on the front page of the New
York Post, igniting conversations across
Chinatown ~that  bridged generations
and backgrounds, and cementing Lee’s
legacy as the movement's unofficial
visual historian. From that point on, he
would continue to submit pictures to §
further his photojournalism in
ublications such as the Downtown @
xpress, the Chinese American Times, |
Unity & Struggle, and East Wind.® Corky’s |
hotography worked to both preserve a
istorical record of the protest and also
escalate local and national outrage
over the beating of Peter Yew.
Ultimately, authorities were pressured
by the public to drop all charges
against Yew, marking a turning point in
the fight for Asian American civil rights.

1. Karen Ishizuka, “Looking Like the Enemy: Political Identity & the Vietnam War,” Pacific Council on International Policy, May 7,
2019.

2."Who Was Peter Yew?" AAPI History Museum, n.d.

3.Teaching People's History, "May 19, 1975: Peter Yew/Police Brutality Protests,” Zinn Education Project, n.d

4.Leslie Maitland, “2,500 Chinese Protest Alleged Police Beating Here,” The New York Times, May 13,1975

5.Getting Together Publications, Inc., "East Wind Spring-Summer 1982 Front Cover,” Museum of Chinese in America, 1982



The Photographic Resistance of Visual Historian Corky Lee
By: Amelia Eng

Excerpt from: “Corky Lee and Education”

Corky Lee's camera preserved some of the most iconic
images of a Chinatown alive with activism:
demonstrations against the Vietham War, police brutality,
exploitative employers, predatory landlords, and more.
Throu%h his camera's lens, he affirmed the
neighborhood’'s pivotal role in Asian-American social
justice history.

As both a former New York City public school student and
a concerned communit%/ member, Corky often
documented student protests and youth activism,
especially around issues of education. In 1971, students
and a teacher from Junior High School 65 gathered at
Chatham Square to demand bilingual instruction—a
landmark moment in Chinatown’s push for equitable
education. Nearly three decades later, that vision took a
mcq]or leap forward when Shuang Wen Academy opened
in 1998, becoming one of the nation's first public
Mandarin—English dual-language schools and a model
for bilingual learning across the United States.'

Excerpt from: “Conclusion: Corky Lee’s Legacy”

In more recent years, Corky’s photography gained more mainstream acclaim, but those who knew him
knew his Iegoc?/ years before that. Corky worked tirelessly to create a visual history of social
movements well into the 2000s. He was there at a candlelight vigil held in Central Park after 9/1],
documenting the surge of xenophobia against Sikhs. And when there was a Women’s March against
the presidency of Donald Trump in 2017, Lee was right in the middle. His presence was loved, admired,
and respected b?/ countless individuals in Chinatown and beyond: not just for the artistry of his
photographs, but for his dedication to community.

Even as the pandemic raged in New York in 2020 and
2021, Corky was still in the streets — masked, but with
his camera in hand. He spent these vyears
ﬁhoto raphing anti-Asian hate protests, a cause he

ad documented for years but that had gained
renewed visibility in pandemic times. After likely
contracting COVID-19 while covering a Guardian
Angels action against anti-Asian hate crimes, Corky
passed away in 2021 from complications from the virus.
As | sat down to read about Corky for this exhibit,
something that struck me was the care with which he
was remembered after his passing by so many
different people in his orbit. Jennifer Takaki, the director
and producer of the documentary, Photographic
Justice: The Corky Lee Story, reflected on her friend by
saying, “Everybody felt special to Corky. He united
people and made them proud of who they were. It's
very rare to meet someone who seems to have all the
time in the world for everyone. Corky was there for
everyone.”1 Production designer Wing Lee, a friend of
Corky’s since their days organizing in Chinatown in the
1970s, also noted, “He was more than a photographer.
He was a history maker.”2

1. Corky Lee and Mae Ngai, “Corky Lee’s Chinatown,” excerpted from Corky Lee’s Asian America: Fifty Years of Photographic
Justice, republished on China Books Review, April 18, 2024
2. Katie Gee Salisbury, “A walk through Corky Lee’s Chinatown,” PBS American Masters, July 26, 2024


https://localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/photographic-resistance-visual-historian-corky-lee/content#fn-chapter-conclusion-corky-lee-s-legacy-1
https://localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/photographic-resistance-visual-historian-corky-lee/content#fn-chapter-conclusion-corky-lee-s-legacy-2

The Photographic Resistance of Visual Historian Corky Lee
By: Amelia Eng

Excerpt from: "Conclusion: Corky Lee’s Legacy”

Even as the pandemic raged in New York in 2020 and 2021, Corky was still in the streets — masked, but
with his camera in hand. He spent these years photographing anti-Asian hate protests, a cause he had
documented for years but that had gained renewed visibility in pandemic times. After likely contracting
COVID-19 while covering a Guardian Angels action against anti-Asian hate crimes, Corky passed away in
2021 from complications from the virus.

As | sat down to read about Corky for this exhibit, something that struck me was the care with which he
was remembered after his passing by so many different people in his orbit. Jennifer Takaki, the director
and producer of the documentary, Photographic Justice: The Corky Lee Story, reflected on her friend by
saying, “Everybody felt special to Corky. He united Eeople and made them proud of who they were. It's
very rare to meet someone who seems to have all the time in the world for everyone. Corky was there for
everyone.” Production designer Wing Lee, a friend of Corky’s since their days organizing in Chinatown in
the 1970s, also noted, “He was more than a photographer. He was a history maker.”2

We leave you with the powerful words of Taiyo Na, a friend and collaborator of Corky’s. In his tribute to
Corky, “Outlive Us All,” Taiyo writes:

“COVID and government neglect killed Corky. He'd been photographing our community for over 50
years. This pandemic shouldn’t have stopped him. The Viet Nam War years didn't. NYC going
bankrupt didn’t. The Reagan years didn’t. Those recessions didn’t, but the pandemic did. | wanted
him to meet my newborn. Even though he wore all the PPE, COVID and government neglect killed him.
Racism killed him. The work killed him.

That work where if you knew him you heard it. He told you he came up with the name “Basement
Workshop” in the early ‘70s because they met in the basement in Chinatown. He told you about
Grace Lee Boggs howling across the Washington Monument, and he told you about the Kochiyamas
testifying at the Redress & Reparations hearings. He told you about the Peter Yew protests, the
Vincent Chin demonstrations, the Grain of Sand reunion concerts, the post-9/11 portraits of the Sikh
community, the Filipino World War Il veterans testifying for benefits, the Promontory Summit 150th
anniversary photo. And yet he also took a photo of you while you were on the block, on the train, at
your first heritage festival, your first Day of Remembrance, your first rally, your first new year, doing
the dance, at the parade, singing the song, at the gallery, by the fire hydrant, through the storefront
window, with the children and grandparents. He'd shoot you, get your name down on a notepad, get
you a print if he could, and remember your face next time. He never forgot a face. And he'd tell you
why you in that shot mattered, why you were worth the time and place,” (Na, 2021).

Read Amelia’s Full Historical Exhibit at
https:/[localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/photographic-
resistance-visual-historian-corky-lee

1. Taiyo Na, “Outlive Us All: Corky Lee, 1947-2021," UnMargin, 2021


https://localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/photographic-resistance-visual-historian-corky-lee/content#fn-chapter-conclusion-corky-lee-s-legacy-1
https://localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/photographic-resistance-visual-historian-corky-lee/content#fn-chapter-conclusion-corky-lee-s-legacy-2
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A self-portrait of photographer Corky Lee with his film camera.

Photograph by Corky Lee, housed in the Asian American Arts
Alliance. Date and rights unknown.
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Corky Lee's extended family in front of Lee Laundry in Queens:
Corky Lee’s father (second from left), his paternal grandmother
(seated), his mother (in blue jacket), flanked by her sons John
(to her right), Richie (waving), Corky (back row, far right), and
Jimmy (to his right). The others are the families of Louie Lee, his
father's nephew, and Poy Lore, a childhood friend of his mother.
Jamaica, Queens, New York, c.1962.

Photo courtesy of John J. Lee. Rights status unknown, but usable
under Section 107 of the Copyright Act (Fair Use).
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A group of Asian Americans, including descendants of Chinese
railroad workers, recreating an iconic photo on the 145th
anniversary of the first Transcontinental Railroad’s completion
at Promontory Summit, Utah c. 2014

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate. Rights status unknown.
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A photograph of Corky Lee’s mother’s cousin, and his wife, in
their home on Mott St. His mother’'s cousin was barred from
entering the United States via the Chinese Exclusion Act c.1978-
1981.

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate and published by Corky Lee’s Asian America.
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A photograph of a Garment Worker and their child, c. 1976,

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate and published by Corky Lee’s Asian America.



primary sources:

A protester bleeds after an altercation with police in New York
during the Peter Yew solidarity protests in 1975. The photo was
published on the front page of the New York Post that day.

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate and published by New York Empire State Plaza.
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20,000 marchers protest the police beating of Peter Yew in New
York’s Foley Square, c. 1975.

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate and republished by “Corky Lee’s Asian America:
Fifty Years of Photographic Justice” (2024).
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Students and a teacher at Junior High School 65 rally for the
need for bilingual education at Chatham Square. Chinatown,
NYC. c. 1971

Photograph taken by Corky Lee, made available by Corky
Lee Estate and published by New York Empire State Plaza.
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Corky Lee with his camera at the Women'’s March against
Donald Trump in Midtown Manhattan, January 2017.

Photograph taken by David “Dee” Delgado, source and rights
unknown.
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https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/a-walk-through-corky-lees-chinatown/33463/.

Taiyo Na, “Outlive Us All: Corky Lee, 1947-2021,” UnMargin, 202],
https://www.unmargin.org/outliveuscorkylee.
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11.10 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE/DOMESTIC ISSUES (1945 — present): Racial, gender,
and socioeconomic inequalities were addressed by individuals, groups, and
organizations. Varying political philosophies prompted debates over the role of the
federal government in regulating the economy and providing a social safety net.
(standards:1, 4, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, SOC, GOV, CIV, ECO)

11.11 THE UNITED STATES IN A CHANGING WORLD (1990 - present): The United States’
political and economic status in the world has faced external and internal challenges
related to international conflicts, economic competition, and globalization. Throughout
this time period, the nation has continued to debate and define its role in the world.
(standards:1, 2, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH)

12.62 CIVIL RIGHTS and CIVIL LIBERTIES: The United States Constitution aims to protect
individual freedoms and rights that have been extended to more groups of people over
time. These rights and freedoms continue to be debated, extended to additional people,
and defined through judicial interpretation. In engaging in issues of civic debate, citizens
act with an appreciation of differences and are able to participate in constructive
dialogue with those who hold different perspectives.




It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpt from: “Waves of Chinese Immigration”

Clarissa Kunizaki is a senior in high school and a founding member of the Localized History Project. As the

Youth Co-Director of Community and Historical Research, she seeks to foster joy and exploration with peers
to uncover radical histories.

In 1965, the Immigration and Nationality Act, also known as the Hart-
Celler Act, was ﬁossed by President Lyndon B. Johnson. It provided
passage for highly skilled immigrants to come to America, relaxed
restrictions on property and business ownership, and abolished the
immigration quota system based on country of national origin. St
Previous racist immigration laws, like the Chinese Exclusion Act, had o
severely restricted Asian immigration, providing passage for only .
small numbers of Chinese male laborers.
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Though the Chinese Exclusion Act may be the best known, there were
other notably xenophobic immigration restrictions written into 19th-
and 20th-century law. The Page Act of 1875 effectively banned the
immigration of Asian women out of apparent “‘concern’ for them as a
vulnerable population, citing issues such as potential human
trafficking as justification. Section 3 of the Page Act explicitly bans
immigration “for the purposes of prostitution,” in addition to grantin

immigration officials the power to determine if an Asian woman ha

migrated “for lewd and immoral purposes.” This had the twofold
effect of making 19th-century Asian immigration a largely male-only
option, while also creating a public perception of Asian women as
"sexual deviants.”2 The latter, in particular, has had enduring effects of

gendered violence and misogyny, the legacies of which we can still
see today.

As such, the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act was monumental not only for allowing a greater
influx of Asian immigration in general, but particularly women, as they were able to come in
unprecedented numbers. This shift in gendered demographics would shape the Asian-American labor
force and create the conditions possible for new immigrants to %row their families. New York City was
a key site for this wave of immigration. Specifically, the Lower East Side’s Chinatown was appealing for
many Chinese immigrants. Chinatown had been established by 1890, and streets like Mott, Pell, Doyers,
Bayard, Mulberry, Elizabeth, and eventually, Bowery and Canal, became key sites of settlement.

With the surge of Chinese immigrants, many Chinese immigrant men in New York City gravitated
towards well-established industries, such as the Chinese restaurant business. By 1970, approximately
one-third of them were employed in that industry.s But simultaneously, as the Chinese restaurant
business became increasingly competitive, low-paid, and unstable, the garment industry of the 1960s
and 1970s was on the rise. Textile manufacturing soon emerged as the new economic engine of
Chinatown. Consequently, a majority of newly arrived Chinese immigrant women became part of the
garment workforce. The emergence of work within this highly gendered industry clashed with
traditional standards of women as occupants of the domestic sphere.

Some questions to consider:
e What are your favorite garts about your neighborhood?
» How has your neighborhood shaped your cultural identity?
» Where do you find community within your neighborhood?

1.Katherine Hijar, "Chinese Women, Immigration, and the First U.S. Exclusion Law: The Page Act of 1875," San Francisco Maritime
National Historical Park, August 2, 2022

2.Judy Yung, Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995).

3.Xiaolan Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky: Chinese Women Garment Workers in New York City, 1948-92
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpt from: “The International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union”
New York City garment factories—and more broadly, gorment factories worldwide—have often been
sites where gender, class, race, and citizenship collides To fully understand the labor sphere that

Chinese New Yorker immigrant women began entering in the 1960s, it is essential to root their
experiences within a broader lineage of immigrant, working-class women'’s struggle.

Inside the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union

On June 3rd, 1900, the International Ladies’ Garment Workers' Union (often
referred to as the ILGWU) was founded by a coalition of representatives from
local textile unions across New York City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Newark.
Most of the union’'s initial membership were Jewish immigrant women from
Eastern Europe, some of whom had been socialists, active unionists, or
otherwise politically active in their home countries.2 The union rose to be one of
the largest and most influential unions in American labor history.

Historically, the ILGWU was a union largely comprised of immi?rant women, and it fought for the labor
rights of immigrant minority women. The union was committed to serving its core constituency of
immigrant, working-class women. While garment work had evolved from its largely Jewish base of the
early 1900s, the ILGWU remained committed to serving their (by 1982) majority Chinese and Hispanic
membership. Ms. May Ying Chen explains how the ILGWU actively celebrated and created community
among their workers:

Historically, the ILlGWU was a union largely comprised of immigrant women, and it fou%ht for the labor rights of immigrant minority
women. The union was committed to serving its core constituency of immigrant, working-class women. While garment work had
evolved from its largely Jewish base of the The ILGWU, was really a union of immigrants, and Local 23-25 had a huge Hispanic

opulation. So, the Hispanic workers, in 1982, their employers had already signed a contract, so they had already gotten the wage
increases, work benefits. But they were mobilized to come to the park to support the Chinese workers. And in 1982 and after, there were
a lot of programs, cultural exchanges, and activities that brought the two groups of workers together. Whenever we had a 'farty in the
Local [23-25], we would have Chinese food, and we would have Spanish food. And there was a Iot of that kind of exchange even
though they couldn’t speak the same language.

Union materials, flyers, so on were translated into different languages so that the immigrants whose first language was not English
could understand, read the newsletter, we would put notices in the Chinese newspapers and other Spanish ethnic newspapers and so
on. Another thing is that we would Iobbx in local and federal level for reforms to help immigrants. Actually, the first job I ever had in the
ILGWU was in the mid-90’s, they were the first, and | guess almost union, to set up a department to actually he‘lf immigrants with their
papers. So we helped workers apply for citizenship, to sponsor their families, and in some cases to fight raids in the factories when
they wanted to deport undocumented workers.

Then dfter, in 1986, there is what was the last congressional law, that had a legalization program for the undocumented, and we set up
a big program to legalize thousands of union members who were undocumented. And so between 1986-1987, and the 1990’s, we filed a
lot of applications, got people their green card, and really helped a lot of workers of all backgrounds—not just Chinese, but Spanish,
and Haitian, and Caribbean: whoever needed it, we would help them.”

Historian Xiaolan Bao writes that, olthou%h
there “is no convincing historical evidence to
determine the exact year the ILGWU began
organizing Chinese workers in New York’s
Chinatown,” we can trace back these initial
organizing efforts to the 1950s.3 Bao spotlights
Wing Fong Chin, one of the first Chinese ILGWU
members, who believes that these initial steps
towards  unionization ~were “met  with
resistance.”s Ms. Chin gave examples of
Chinatown employers who would hide
garments in factory basements, or compel
workers to go home early if union organizers
were to visit on a given day during this time.

1.See: Alice Kessler-Harris, Out to Work: A History of Wage-Earning Women in the United States; Annelise Orleck, Commmon Sense
& A Little Fire: Women and Working-Class Politics in the United States, 1900-1965; Daniel Bender, Sweated Work, Weak Bodies:
Anti-Sweatshop Campaigns and Languages of Labor

2.Daniel Katz, All Together Different: Yiddish Socialists, Garment Workers, and the Labor Roots of Multiculturalism

3.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky.[=]

4. Ibid, p.152.
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki
Excerpt from: “The International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union”

The Garment Factory

By the late 1970s, four out of ten Chinese families in New York had at least one family member working
in the Chinatown garment shops. Approximately 85% of the Chinese adult female population working
in the “ethnic economic sector,” a term which refers to an immigrant or minority business which exists
within a general economy, were garment workers. By the year 1982, there were 500 garment factories
employing 20,000 workers. Most of these laborers were immigrant women from the Fujian and
Guangdong grovinces of Ching, in addition to Hong Kong and Taiwan. This was a drastic change from
the early 1960s, where there were a mere 50 garment factories that employed 2000 workers.. Garment
jobs were readily available and were considered stable work for newly immigrated Chinese women, as
they were plentiful and did not require English fluency. It is reported that in 1992, considered the peak
%ear of the Chinatown garment industry, Chinese-American garment contractors had opened nearly
00 garment factories, of which nearly 28,000 ethnically Chinese union laborers worked.s

In conversation with River &4 Dandelion, Alice Ip, a former garment worker and labor organizer, shares
that, “We did it for our livelihoods. The garment shops were in such a high demand for workers that
they gave us the opfaortunity to learn. So even if your hands shook and you were scared, you had to
do it.”4 While not all garment jobs were unionized, those that were held had particular significance.
Such gobs would allow families to reap benefits that were not available to members working in other
industries, such as the restaurant industry.s For example, resources like healthcare, English classes,
citizenship classes, retirement savings funds, and social events were common for unionized workers.s

Reflecting on these secondary benefits of union membership, Dr. Xiaolan Bao poignantly notes:

“Since the garment industry was the only e
unionized industry in the Chinese :
community, and the ILGWU was the only
institution in New York’s Chinatown that
could afford to offer its members family
health insurance, joining the union
became indispensible for workers and
their families. Workers who had
benefited from special union programs
and those who had received the timely
support of union officials in their fight
against_unscrupulous employers also
had positive memories.”;

From the testimonials of workers and from
scholars’ accounts of their time organizing
with the ILGWU, we can see how the union
supported its members in myriad ways,
both within the workplace and outside of
it. They not only backed their fight for
workers’  rights, but also actively
empowered = garment  workers  as
immigrant women of color to challenge
existing power structures and to build new
forms of commmunity with each other.

1. Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky.

2.1bid., 97.

3.Wai Wah Chan, Chinatown Heroes: Manhattan Chinatown in the 1990s, p. 24.

4.River &% Dandelion, "How Chinese American Women Changed U.S. Labor History," The Margins, May 1, 2019
5. aaaricuny, “We Are One: The 1982 Chinatown Garment Strike, 30 Years Later (English Panel),”

6."Garment Shop Advocates” in "Tenement Women: Agents of Change,” Tenement Museum digital exhibit
7.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 154
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpt from: “Inside the Garment Factory”

Many Chinese-American families had ties to the garment factories. As such, they became an intimate
extension of the community itself. Garment factories were typically owned and run by local Chinese
male community members. Female workers were more often than not subordinate to their male
counterparts, and it was not unheard of to be employed by a husband or brother-in-law. In this way,
the garment factories exemplified the idea of the workplace as family.

Replicating the structures of community and family within the garment factory, though, was not always
idyllic. As the shop floor became an extension of the Chinese-American community itself, complex
tensions arose. Although shared experiences and identities could build trust between the vulnerable
population of newly immigrated families, this dynamic of similarity could also be weaponized by
employers to maximize their profits and legitimacy. Chinese male bosses often played on Confucian
values and ethnic ties to instill worker loyalties, which limited workers’ capacity to report unsafe
Workin? conditions and abuses. Confucian values encourage patriarchal standards and following
orders from men, meaning female workers would be expected to be beholden to their male employers.
Family-like atmospheres were also fostered by employers’ use of gam chihng, a Cantonese term
meaning “emotional ties,” which further reinforced paternalistic relationships.

Employers would also impose the idea that, since “blood was thicker than water,” as historian Xiaolan
Bao writes, garment workers should remain silent in the face of unfair treatment due to shared ethnic
background. Whether in fear of unemployment, physical retaliation from employers, or blacklisting
from their community, garment workers could not safely voice out concerns. Mrs. Zhen19, a former
Chinatown garment worker who was interviewed by Bao, notes her experience after confronting her
employer for verbally abusing other workers: “I became the victim... in addition to the barrage of
curses, they [employers] turned the huge electric fan to blow to my face... The wind blown out of the
fan was so strong I felt terribly dizzy by the end of the day... Redlizing my hopeless and helpless
position, I left the shop. For quite a long time, | was blacklisted in Chinatown.”

Mrs. Zheng's treatment was common for those who spoke out against workplace abuses. The threat of
social ramifications, in addition to workplace retaliation, perpetuated a system wherein the loss of
community support and sustenance wdads not worth rlskln%. Longuaé;e access further isolated many
workers like Mrs. Zheng. Though the ILGWU had historicolgl ranslated many of their materials into the
languages of their workers — Yiddish, Italiqn, Spanish, and later, Chinese, depending on the decade —
the working world (outside of Chinatown) was still overwhelmingly conducted in English. While the
gt;arment industry's lack of English requirements was one of the initial reasons that recent arrivals joined
It in such high numbers, it proved to be a double-edged sword. Isolated by cultural and Ionguoge
barriers from the dominant English mainstream, Chinese emplok/ers could persuade their workers to
quietly surrender to them, limiting their pursuit of improved benefits and rights.
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From the physical perspective, garment work was extremely straining. Chinatown garment workers often

worked long hours in tightly packed factories to make a living. Injury was common, and poorly ventilated
facilities often led to the spread of viral and gastrointestinal disease among garment workers.2 The tightly
packed physical environment of the factory workplace enabled employers to perpetrate labor law
violations, such as stealing wages.z These issues were prevalent throughout the garment industry’s
history.

1. The Kheel Center ILGWU Archives, Cornell University, International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, “We Are One,”

2. Aaron Mok, "How the Asian American-led 1982 garment strike shaped three decades of labor activism,” Prism Reports, June 8,
2021

3.Barbara Koh, “Alterations Needed: A Study of the Disjunction Between the Legal Scheme and Chinatown Garment Workers,”
Stanford Law Review (February 1984)
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpt from: “Motherhood and Care on the Shop Floor”

Despite exploitative and deeply concerning workplace dynamics, garment workers continued to
ersevere and built their own sense of belonging with one another. May Ying Chen, a labor organizer who
elped lead the 1982 Chinatown Garment Workers’ Strike, highlights that the unique communal space of

the factory helped facilitate such belonging.

“The factory became this very social space, because in the old days, the traditional rules for women is
that they should stay home and listen to their husband, family, mother-in-law, and so on. And, I think
that when they [garment workers] started to go out to work, d lot of the community felt ‘oh, this is bad
because they’re going to be working with all these women, and gossip, and meet other people, and
turn against their family.” So there was this kind of... but they were making family to support their
family, which is a positive. So I think there was this culture that as long as they were just going to the
workplace, and then going home, and not staying out late at night or doing anything that was so-
called bad, it was fine for them to work in the workplace. So the relationships they had in the
workplace were very deep, because they were with these coworkers all day and the coworkers also
gave them a lot of advice about where to shop, where to take your kids to the doctor, you know all
those very practical day-to-day things that working mothers needed to know.":

The idea of 'making family to support their family" how many women working in the garment factories
approached their daily lives. For lunch, the vast majority of workers would bring leftovers from family
dinners and would eat in the factory together.. And starting in the late 1970s, when growing numbers of

arment workers started moving to other boroughs and commuting to work, rather than living nearby in
the neighborhood, employers began providing pots of free communal rice.z

It is also important to understand the impact the garment industry’s piece rate system had on garment
workers. In contrast to hourly wages, piece rate was the sglstem in which garment workers earned income
strictly based on how many pieces of textile they could sew each day. Thedpiece rate system proved
problematic for many. For instance, when new styles of textiles were introduced, which could occur
numerous times in a day, employers would set piece rates as low as possible in order to maximize their
own profits, cutting workers’ wages in the process. This led to many workers pushing themselves
physically in order to maximize textile production output, as they were driven by the objective of making
more money for their families.s Some went to such lengths as to bring home textiles and sew at home.s

Ms. Quan was a lead organizer of the 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers’ Strike. In "Memories of the 1982
ILGWU Strike in New York Chinatown,” she details her
perspective of the piece rate system: “I call the piece
rate system the Vstem of being both the slave and
the slave driver. You're the slave because you're the
one doing the work. But you're the slave driver too,
because you force yourself to work faster and faster,
believing that the more pieces you sew, the more
money you earn.”;

After years of unsafe working conditions,
underpayment, and denial of essential benefits, in
1982, the dam broke. Working life had become
increasingly unsustainable for garment workers in
Chinatown, especially after their employers refused to
sign a new contract with the International Ladies’
Garment Workers’ Union. Faced with the challenge of
improving their sub-standard working conditions,
garment workers had to organize and unify to fight
against deeply entrenched, gendered assertions that
women were subordinate to men, while also
overcoming ethnic loyalties in their workplaces. While
Chinatown employers were confident that they could
maintain  control over their workers through
intimidation and prevent the union from strengthening
its influence, they would soon be proven wrong.

1.May Ying Chen, interviewed by Clarissa Kunizaki, New York City, January 6, 2024.

2.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 112.

3.lbid.

4.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 28.

5.Sing Kong Wong, “2008.040.027 Oral History Interview with Sing Kong Wong,” by Museum of Chinese in America staffer
6.May Ying Chen, interviewed by Clarissa Kunizaki, New York City, January 6, 2024.

7.Katie Quan, “Memories of the 1982 ILGWU Strike in New York Chinatown,” Amerasia Journal 35:1 (2009): pp. 76-91
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki
Excerpt from: “Rising Up Like Tigers"”

“When fire singes the hairs on the skin of the women workers, they will rise up like tigers.”

Chinese proverb, as told to Katie Quan by the husband of a garment worker

In May of 1982, negotiations for a new contract began, covering about 150,000 already-unionized ILGWU
workers in four states across the Northeast.; If successful, the new contract would be in effect from June 1,
1982, through May 3], 1985.2 Some of the demands that they included were an increase in minimum wage,
an increase in holiday pay, and a twelfth paid personal day.s They also demanded increased employer
contributions to services like health and welfare funds, retirement funds, and health services plans.
Recognizing the importance of civic participation, the proposed contract also included a provision to
guarantee payment of wages durinﬂ jury duty. Within Chinatown, Jay Mazur, the manager of Local 23-25,
helped lead negotiations with Chinatown garment factory employers, of whom over 500 were
represented by the Greater Blouse, Skirt and Undergarment Association (GBSUA).. The employers,
frustrated by the asks of the new contract and believing that it would endanger their ability to stay in
]bgussziness, formed a coadlition. There, they decided to “overwhelmingly reject the contract” on June 10th,
.5

This rejection proved problematic, as the livelihoods of Chinatown garment workers became immediately
jeopardized. To express their grievances, employers who refused to sign the new contract advocated for
their own counter-demands. Among these counter-demands included three fewer holidays off, no
increase in holiday pay, no minimum wage increase, and a shift from 35 to 40 work hours per week.s Yet,
the union had little flexibility and willingness to consider their counter-demands because it had been
widely accepted by other manufacturers, contractors, the union and its members.z Organizers found
themselves at an impasse: without any movement on their contract demands, the idea of a mass strike
became not just a dream, but an inevitability. ——

As many Chinese families had multiple members in the e b
garment factories, the upcoming strike became both a %
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domestic workers.s The possibility of a strike expanded to the o e

entire Chinatown community. Katie Quan recounted that B L {

“Everybody was talking about the strike. The whole
community was talking about it. People called each other at
night to talk about it on the phone. They talked about it on the
subways and in grocery stores when they were shopping.”s
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GARMENT WORKERS RALLY 1
TO DEFEND DUR CONTRACT

‘No More Lack-out!—Sign the Contracl
PLACE: COLUMBUS PARK (WORTH & MULBERRY STS.)

Date: Thursday, July 15, 1982
TIME: 8:45 AM, ‘

— Attend the Rally to defend our New

Contract and show our Unily.
— Demand EVERY EMPLOYER sign.
— Protect our Rights and our Benetits.

Our Unity is our Strength.
Don'l go lo Work - Go directly 1o the Rally.
ALL Workers trom EVERY Shop

MUST Attend This Rally. i

330 WEAREONE  WEAREONE %

1.Kathryn Dowgiewicz, The Kheel Center, "The Chinatown Struggle of 1982," The Kheel Center ILGWU Collection,
2.1bid

3.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 198.

4.Dowgiewicz, The Kheel Center, "The Chinatown Struggle of 1982."

5.1bid

6.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 198.

7.1bid

8.lbid
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpt from: “The Strike”

June 24" RqI(I:?l_

On the humid summer day of June 24th, Chinese garment workers streamed into Columbus Park. By
8:30 in the morning, the park and surrounding streets were overflowing.2 The rally garnered support from

the entire communitK, and local community leaders and workers made speeches in support and
solidarity. FoIIowin? the rally, the crowd marched through Chinatown. By the end of the day, most
employers signed the contract. However, a small group of employers still did not cooperate, forcing a
two-day shutdown of the industry.s

% |

It is clear from photos like the two above that strike organizing was actively brought to life and
sustained by the presence of Chinatown garment workers themselves. Their displays of laughter, smiles,
and kinship signify the sheer level of joy they found in community and mutual support. Given that
historical displays of such joy tend to remain isolated from mainstream narratives of Asian Americans
as peo;ole solely defined by struggle, seeing our Chinese women elders exhibit such authentic joy in
their efforts is deeply refreshing and inspiring.

July 15 Rally

In addition to the June 24th demonstration, a second rally was organized a month later and took place
on July 15th, 1982, to push the last of employers to sign the new contract. Once G%Gin, 20,000 workers
portici|oqted. Within hours, most employers finally caved in, but the union and workers did not give up
until all had signed. The Local 23-25 set an ultimatum for July 15th for employers to sign the contract
before they mobilized workers to strike.s

By the morning of July 15th, 90% of all
shops had signed the new contract.s
At midday, shops who had not signed
the contract were immediately placed
on strikes The campaign was so
successful that the strike lasted only a
few hours, and by the end of the day,
all employers had signed the contract.
Chinatown garment workers won their
fight, shocking their employers, who & 3 &S
expected them to follow traditional § . o B L o
values in staying out of the public eye.s _ IN UNION N
It is also essential to note the fact that < ™ N
though the strike was led by Chinese : i
arment workers themselves, other - ' TRENGTH
ILGWU members of other racial . -3 : -
backgrounds—namely, Black and

Latind women—joined the strike in _ i & | . A
solidarity to support their Chinese ’ ' -

union comrades.

1.Quan, “Memories of the 1982 ILGWU strike,” 85.
2.ILGWU, “We Are One,” 6:37.

3.ILGWU, “We Are One,” 17:34.

4.ILGWU, “We Are One,” 18:10.

5.ILGWU, “We Are One,” 20:59.

6.ILGWU, “We Are One,” 21:12
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki
Excerpt from: “Stitching Threads for AAPI Activism”

“We workers must be united. It’s not yet spring, unless all flowers blossom. We cannot rely
on a single worker’s, but we need all the workers together.”

Shui Mak Ka, union steward of the INternational Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union

The strike played a crucial role in improving the Chinese-American

arment workers’ representation in

the workplace and community. The contract mandated an hourly salary rate of $1.10 instead of a piece
rate paid system. Following the strike, the Local 23-25 devoted significant resources to strengthen its
relationship with Chinese membership. With a focus on community building, the Local 23-25 provided
free and accessible English classes, immigration paralegal work, transportation, and health services.
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Consider the following questions:
» Why are instances of organized labor activism important?
* What s the significance of representation in workers’ organizing?
e How did language access play a role in organizing Chinatown garment workers? Where do you see
connections in other immigrant communities?

- Chinese garment women continue
. major

Chinese-speaking staff were also hired to better
advocate for garment workers. These changes
extended to not just working conditions, but the
community overall. Moreover, it made a
significant statement on the intersectionality
between race, class, and gender of garment
workers. Previously, Chinese employers believed

workers’ loyalty. They assumed that, as
“traditionally-raised women,” Chinese garment
workers would not stand against them, as

J Chinese men. The 1982 strike showed clearly that

when workers’ rights are at stake, minority workers
will act against oppression, regardless of ethnic
ties.

Katie Quan, a lead organizer of the strike, explains
that the strike is also part of a larger conversation
regarding the importance of Asian-American
strength and visibility: “There is definitely agenc
and power amongst Asian women... It doesn’t
need to be a thing that’s to be fearful about.”
Considering stereotypes that exist about Asian-
American women being submissive to injustice,
acknowledging the strength of garment workers
during the strike is inspiring. The success of efforts
made by Chinese garment workers lay the
foundation for future generations to be
empowered in protesting for their rights. Locally,

to be the
force behind the garment industry’s
prosperity and upheld stability for their families.
They played an indispensable role in sustaining
the New York City garment industry's leading
position in the nation’s garment production and
their community.2

1. Brajmot Kaur, “40 Years Later, Labor Leaders Remember NYC Chinatown’s Garment Worker Strike,” NBC News, May 15, 2022.
2.Bao, Holding Up More Than Half the Sky, p. 2.
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It's Not Yet Spring, Unless All Flowers Blossom: The 1982 Chinatown
Garment Workers' Strike

By: Clarissa Kunizaki

Excerpts from: “Weaving Collective Memory and AAPI Consciousness”

The garment industry was undoubtedly a major economic and social force within New York City, but by
the end of the 20th century, it was in decline. Data from the Chinese Garment Manufacturers Association
shows that there were 300 garment factories in 1997; by 2000, they had dwindled to a mere 120.;

Two main forces exacerbating this decline were
globalization and 9/1's impact on New York City.
Above all, | would be remiss to not highlight the ways
in which clothing manufacturing largely shifting
abroad deepened the abusive conditions that the
Chinatown garment workers fought against in their
own shops.z Across the Global South—a term |
intentionall¥ use to point towards enduring legacies
of imperial violence and economic exploitation
worldwide—vulnerable women and young girls toil in
sweatshop conditions to meet the growin? global
demands of overconsumption.z In her oral history
with fellow youth research Navipa, Showun talks
about her own work experiences in conditions that
were similar to that of the 2013 Rana Plaza disaster.

The final blow to the Chinatown garment industry were the 9/11 attacks. Sociologist Margaret Chin explains
that in the immediate aftermath of 9/11, because “Half the workers lived outside "Chinatown,” most
“couldn’t commute to work.”s She added, “A lot of owners didn’t live there either,” and those who did live in
the neighborhood faced frequent issues of no electricity or phone service within the factories.z The same
infrastructure issues that made commuting impossible also turned order fulfillment into a volatile
proposition, as roads, subways, and other transportation were essentially closed throughout Lower
Manhattan and across the bridges into Brooklyn.

™ Despite the industry's disappearance, many in the
Chinatown and Sunset Park communities continue to
commemorate the 1982 struggle. Tequila Minsky of
amNY wrote a beautiful article about a celebration
that took place the summer of 2022, capturin
photos and reporting on the similar vein of loca
community joy that took place in 1982. The event
| celebrated ‘the enduring triuth of the 1982
Chinatown Garment Workers’ Strike, showcasing
cultural dance and art activities, and providing d
meaningful space for former garment workers to
@ share their own stories. As Minsky writes, “Sitting in a
slightly shaded area, retired Chinatown garment
factory workers wearing ILGWU caps listened to the
speakers. Between speakers, cultural
. entertainment by the Red Silk Dancers transformed
the ambiance. At the commemoration, there were
tents with art activity opportunities for children.”s

Read Clarissa’s Full Historical Exhibit at
https:/[localizedhistoryproject.org/exhibits/its-not-yet-

spring-unless-all-flowers-blossom-1982-chinatown-
garment-workers-strike

1.Wei Wah Chan, Chinatown Heroes: Manhattan Chinatown in the 1990s, p. 30.

2.Florence Palpacuer, “The Globalization of New York’s Garment Industry” in A Coat of Many Colors: Immigration, Globalization,
and Reform in New York City’s Garment Industry, ed. Daniel Soyer

3.Cornell University Library, “Social Fabric: Land, Labor, and the World the Textile Industry Created,” Hirshland Exhibition Gallery at
the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, 2022-2023

4.Eveline Chao, "A Makeover for Chinatown’s Garment Industry,” The Margins, January 7, 2014

5.Tequila Minsky, "We Are One: Commemorating the 40th anniversary of the 1982 Garment Workers Chinatown Rally,” amNY, July
6, 2022
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The text of Public Law 89-236: An Act to Amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act, and for Other Purposes.

Records of the U.S. Congress, Record Group 1], held in the
National Archives.
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A sign held on the picket line, featuring the ILGWU logo painted
onto a wooden backing, c. 1960s-1990s

Featured in “Ladies’ Garments, Women’s Work, Women'’s
Activism,” exhibit at New-York Historical Society (2019). Fair Use
under Section 107 of the Copyright Act.
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Chinese American Voters League of ILGWU Local 23-25. Kathy
Andrade, Salvadoran-American union activist, is pictured at far
left.

Photograph by Emile Bocian, accessed via “We Are One:
Honoring Immigrant Garment Workers,” permissions granted
via by Museum of Chinese in America.
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An English class for Asian American ILGWU members of Local
23-25, December 15, 1968.

Housed in the International Ladies Garment Workers Union
Photographs (1885-1985) at The Kheel Center for Labor-
Management Documentation and Archives. Fair Use under
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.
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The interior of a Chinatown garment factory, c. 1979-1984.

Photograph by Robert “Bud” Glick, featured in “A Makeover for
Chinatown’s Garment Industry” (2014). Rights unknown.



primary sources:

R i S S Sengetle g s sl 1A

Sewing machine operators, mostly women, work at long, paired
tables overseen by managers. Work baskets fill the space
between chairs and scraps clutter the floor around their feet.
The mix of cheap, skilled and unskilled labor fueled garment
manufacturing growth. The industry doubled in size from 1900 to
1910, making it increasingly cost-effective to bring many who
had worked at home into larger garment factories.

Housed in the International Ladies Garment Workers Union
Photographs (1885-1985) at The Kheel Center for Labor-
Management Documentation and Archives. Fair Use under
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.
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Sewing machine operators, mostly women, work at long, paired
tables overseen by managers. Work baskets fill the space
between chairs and scraps clutter the floor around their feet.
The mix of cheap, skilled and unskilled labor fueled garment
manufacturing growth. The industry doubled in size from 1900 to
1910, making it increasingly cost-effective to bring many who
had worked at home into larger garment factories.

Housed in the International Ladies Garment Workers Union
Photographs (1885-1985) at The Kheel Center for Labor-
Management Documentation and Archives. Fair Use under
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.
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May Ying Chen distributing union literature about upcoming
activities and union benefits to fellow garment workers, c. 1980s.

Photographer unknown. Included in “How Chinese American
Women Changed U.S. Labor History” (The Margins, 2019.) Photo
courtesy of May Chen, rights unknown.
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Garment workers strike poster calling LGWU members and
supporters to rally at Columbus park on Thursday, July 15, 1982
to defend their union contracts.

House in the Chinese Sportswear Workers Social Association
Collection at the Museum of Chinese in America. Permissions
granted via Museum of Chinese in America.
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Striking members of ILGWU Local 23-25, wearing union hats,
gather in Columbus Park on June 24,1982 to demand a new
contract.

Photographer unknown, Housed in the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union Photographs (1885-1985) at the Kheel
Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives.



primary sources:

01 B

RO L B et

Members of ILGWU Local 23-25 share disposable union hats on
the day of the 20,000 person rally in Columbus Park, July 24,
1982.

Photographer unknown, Housed in the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union Photographs (1885-1985) at the Kheel
Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives.
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Members of ILGWU Local 23-25 on strike in New York City’s
Chinatown, c.1982.

Photograph by Robert Gumpert, included in Katie Quan’s
“Memories of 1982 ILGWU Strike in New York Chinatown” (2009).
Rights unknown.
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An ILGWU English language class taught by Daniel Lam at a
community space in the Transfiguration Parochial School in
Chinatown, c.1980s

Photograph by George Colon, provided courtesy of George
Colon and Kathy Andrade. Included in LaborArts’ “We Are One:
Honoring Immigrant Garment Workers.”
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An informational poster created by ILGWU Local 23-25 to inform
potential members, largely Chinese immigrants, about the
benefits of union membership. Both English and Chinese
versions were created.

Included in "City of Workers, City of Struggle Lesson: “We Are
One” New York Women'’s Activism in the Garment Industry,
1909-1990" (Museum of the City of New York), published by The
Kheel Center for Labor-Management Documentation and
Archives.
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The interior of a clothing store in Chinatown covered in dust and
debris from the collapsing towers post-9/11.

Photograph by Xiao Min Yu. Originally published by the
Museum of Chinese in America in the “Recovering Chinatown:
9/11” Collection. Permissions granted via Museum of Chinese in

America.
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Dance performers with red flags at the celebration of the 40th
anniversary of the 1982 Garment Workers Chinatown Rally.

Photograph by Tequila Minsky, included in “We Are One:
Commemorating the 40" Anniversary of the 1982 Garment
Workers Chinatown Rally.” Rights unknown.
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11.10 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGEIDOMESTIC ISSUES (1945 - present): Racial, gender,
and socioeconomic inequalities were addressed by individuals, groups, and
organizations. Varying political philosophies prompted debates over the role of the
federal government in regulating the economy and providing a social safety net.
(standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, SOC, GOV, CIV, ECO)

11.11 THE UNITED STATES IN A CHANGING WORLD (1990 - present): The United States’
political and economic status in the world has faced external and internal challenges
related to international conflicts, economic competition, and globalization. Throughout
this time period, the nation has continued to debate and define its role in the world.
(standards: 1, 2, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH)

K

12.G2 CIVIL RIGHTS and CIVIL LIBERTIES: The United States Constitution aims to protect
individual freedoms and rights that have been extended to more groups of people over
time. These rights and freedoms continue to be debated, extended to additional people,
and defined through judicial interpretation. In engaging in issues of civic debate,
citizens act with an appreciation of differences and are able to participate in
constructive dialogue with those who hold different perspectives.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “Formation of Chinatowns and Chinese Immigration to the United States”
Born and raised in NYC, Abby Chen is a NYCPS student at the Clinton School who hopes to use her experiences
in the school system to create a more culturally inclusive and responsive environment as an ASAP youth
leader with the Coalition for Asian Children and Families (CACF) and the Localized History Project. She hopes
to highlight stories of solidarity and intersectional histories, highlighting youth and AAPI activism. She is

interested in exploring the intersection of Asian American History, public health, and environmental science
in the future! Outside of AAPI advocacy, Abby enjoys spending time with her dog Sadie, editing her school
newspaper, and watching TV!

New York City’s Chinatown is just one of many Chinatowns that exist throughout the United States. Much
like other Chinatowns, it is in a dense urban area populated by a vibrant, diverse community. Located on
the Lower East Side in between three bridges, Chinatown exists side by side with other historically ethnic
enclaves, including Little Italy, nearby. To understand the uniqueness of New York City’s Chinatown,
though, it is useful to understand how and why Chinatowns emerged nationally.

Chinese immigration to the West Coast is a fcirla/ well-known historical phenomenon: first seeking work in
California’s gold mines, then later railroad and infrastructure construction, many Chinese immigrants
made their way to the western United States. There, they faced xenophobic, often-violent hostility from
other workers. In response to the rising tensions between white workers’ racial anxieties and Chinese
workers attempting to build a new life in America, the government intervened to protect white workers’
belief that Chinese workers were “job stealers.” The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 prevented Chinese
immigration for 10 years, and set a precedent for dramatically limiting Chinese immigration for decades
beyond that. It prevented Chinese people in the United States from becoming citizens, which made
building community for Chinese Americans increasingly difficult. The Act also made it near-impossible for
women and children to immigrate, making it difficult for Chinese male workers to start families or
maintain family ties. .

The formation of Chinatowns in the northeast, like New
York City’s Chinatown, began to expand rapidly following
increasing anti-Chinese, anti-immigrant violence on the
West Coast in the late 1800s.e With the promise of more
job opportunities and diversity than areas on the West
Coast, many Chinese Americans moved to New York City
and begon to build a community around Mott Street in
the 1870s. Thou?h growth slowed following the Chinese
Exclusion Act in 1882, restaurants in Chinatown continued
to grow and flourish on Mott and Pell Street.

With the passage of the 1965 Immigration and
Naturalization Act, and with the exclusion laws and
immigration quotas lifted, NYC's Chinatown and its
population began to grow rapidly.s The 1965 Act prioritized
the immigration of “highly skilled” AAPI workers, marking a
distinct shift in immigration policy. It made pathways to
immigration and citizenship easier and allowed families
to immigrate as a unit. But it also perpetuated stereotypes
about Asian American immigrants, including the Model
Minority Myth. The Model Minority Myth is a stereotype that
positions Asian Americans as the “model minority” in
comparison to other minority groups, including Black and
Hispanic people.s It focuses on the success of Asian
Americans, removing credit for real accomplishments
achieved through merit by Asian Americans as portraying
them as ‘natural” While masked as a “positive
stereotype,” this stereotype overshadows the racism and
discrimination that the Asian American community faces.
It can also Prevent struggles within the Asian American
community from being seen, including health disparities.

1.Judy Yung, Gordon H. Chang, and Him Mark Lai, eds, Chinese American Voices: From the Gold Rush to the Present, Ist ed.
University of California Press, 2006.

2.History.com, "Chinese Exclusion Act," History, August 24, 2018. https://www.history.com/articles/chinese-exclusion-act-1882

3. Gordon H. Chang and Shelley Fisher Fishkin, eds., The Chinese and the Iron Road: Building the Transcontinental Railroad, Stanford
University Press, 2019.

4.Tom Gjelten, "The 1965 Immigration Act: Opening the Nation to Immigrants of Color," History Now, Issue 52 (Fall 2018)
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen
Excerpt from: “Health Issues and the Diverse Lower East Side”

The Lower East Side, the neighborhood that surrounds Chinatown, has been a diverse immigrant
community since the early 19th century: In the mid-19th century, one of the earliest immigrant
populations which settled there were Germans. As the German population rose in the city's class and
social hierarchy in the late 1800s and began to slowly move uptown, other white ethnic immigrant groups
moved in. Eventually, Eastern European Jewish and Italian populations also began to put down roots in
the neighborhood in the late 19th and early 20th century.. These groups are often overly centered in
stories about the neighborhood, particularly when talking about the history of tenements. However, Black,
Puerto Rican, and Chinese communities also had — and continue to have — a large presence in the Lower
East Sige, and have worked together to overcome many financial, health, and legal struggles on the Lower
East Side.

Many historic Chinatowns were built in "undesirable”
parts of their cities, packing people into buildings
with old infrastructure and poor sanitation. This
population density and a lack of health insurance
meant that health issues and the spread of
infectious diseases was and continues to be a
prevalent issue in Chinatowns. Large amounts of
goods were transported in and out of these
neighborhoods to support restaurants, hand
laundries, and other businesses, increasing traffic
pollution and further exacerbating health and
respiratory issues. New York City’'s Chinatown
featured predominately tenement-style buildings,
which often were tightly packed with residents, had
oor sanitation and ventilation, and offered little
ight or clean air.s These were ideal conditions for the
spread of respiratory diseases, includin

tuberculosis. Decaying buildings and spotty healt

services further contributed to the fact that in 1970,
New York's Chinatown had one of the highest rates
of tuberculosis in the country.

Some key community groups that emerged in the
late 1960s, including the Young Lords and | Wor Kuen,
would eventually organize around access to TB
testing and treatment. These health care-focused
initiatives, along with other community issues like
education and housing, led to health advocacy
becoming a pillar of these groups’ missions. Though
Chinatown's = position in the Lower East Side,
surrounded by other immigrant and working-class
communities, sometimes led to tensions, it also
allowed for the possibility of true community
solidarity. These instances are hi%hlighted in the
collaboration between the Young Lords and | Wor
Kuen in fighting for accessible health care services in
Chinatown.

1.Carolyn Ratcliffe, "A Thin Green Line-Time line of The Lower East Side-Tompkins Square Areq,” LE.S.P.l. (Lower East Side
Preservation Initiative)

2.Joyce Mendelsohn, The Lower East Side Remembered and Revisited, Columbia University Press, 2009.

3.Stuart Marques, "The Early Tenements of New York—Dark, Dank, and Dangerous,” NYC Department of Records & Information
Services (DORIS) Blog, May 17, 2019.

4.Laura Dellplain, "Yellow, in Peril: How Public Health Discourse on Tuberculosis (TB) Reveals, Refines, and Reinforces the Raciall
Stigmatization of Asian Americans,” Honors Papers at Oberlin College, 2012.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Black Panthers, | Wor Kuen, and the Young Lords: Community Activists”

In the larger context of the Civil Rights Movement, the Black liberation movement, and the New
Communist Movement of the 1960s, many new revolutionary organizations arose. These included student
octivistdgroups, as well as groups organized around particular racial or ethnic identities. These groups
included the Black Panthers, the Young Lords, and | Wor Kuen, among others. All three groups emphasized
providing direct services to their communities in various ways, includin? health care. | Wor Kuen, in
particular, was an important presence in New York City's Chinatown in the late 1960s and 1970s. It's useful
to understand a little more about each group and how they were founded in order to better understand

how they shared political ideas and collaborated.

The Black Panthers

Founded in October of 1966 in Oakland,
Californig, the Black Panther Party (BPP)
— formally known as the Black Panther
Party for Self Defense — critically
influenced the work of both the Young
Lords and | Wor Kuen (IWK).1 The BPP
had a far reach in many areas:
challenging white political power,
providing ~community services or
“survival programs”, and protectin

Black people from police brutality by all
means, including armed self-defense.
The party, founded by Huey Newton
and Bobby Seale, wanted to go beyond
the liberal Civil Rights Movement's
demands to integrate Black people into
American society. Instead, they called
for fundamental changes in society
itself: for Black Power, rather than white
acceptance. Local chapters organized

“survival programs” ds community
mutual aid, offering free breakfast,
sponsoring schools and legal aid

offices, and organizing health clinics.
Women, although underrepresented in
how we commonly think of the
Panthers — often as armed, and usually
as male — ran most of their survival
programs.z

The BPP articulated their mission in
what was known as their Ten Point
Program, a model which was a clear
influence on other radical groups
creation of their own ten (or twelve)
point programs, including IWK and the
Young Lords. Below is "What We Want®
— the list of demands initially included
in the Black Panther Party’s Ten Point
Program.

October 1966

Black Panther Party
Platform and Program

What We Want
What We Believe

SRR
ey,

Huey P, Newton Minister of Deferse
Black Panther Party

1. We want freedom We wani power (o determine ihe desilny of our
Black Community.

We believe that black people will not be free until we are atie Lo deter-
i our destiny

i 2. We want full enaploy ment fr our peaple.

3. We wani an end Lo the robbery by the CAFITALIST of our Blsck
Ulmmumity

We believe thal this racist government has robbed us and now we ane
demanding the overdus debt of forly acres and two mules. Forly scres
and twa mules was promised 100 yesrs ago as restitution for stave labor
and miss murder of black people. We will secept the payment in carrency
which will be distrituted to cur many communities. The (ermans are now
aiding the Jews in [srael for the genccide of the Jewish peaple. The Goe-
mans murdered skx milllon Jows. The Americar racist had Liken past in
the slaughter of over [y million blsck people; theefore, we feel that this
i modast demand thal we make,

4. We wanl decent housing. fiL for shebler of human belngs

Wi lselseve that if the white lasdlords will sl give decent housing 1o
our back community. then the boutding snd the lind should be made 1aio
coopeTalivel 5o (hal fur community, wilh govermnment aid, can build and
make decent housing for its people

5. We wanl education for cur preple that expoies the troe nature of thls
deradent American welety, We waal education that teaches us our true
Ieistory and cur role in the present-day soclety.

We believe in an educational system that will give (o our people 3 knowl:
odge of wlf. If 2 man does not have knowiedge of himsolf and his position
In soctety and the world, then he has little chance fo relste o anything
eise.

. We want all black men to be exempt from militsry service,

We believe that Black people. should not be forced to Oght in the mifi-
tary service to defead o racist government that does not protect us We
will not fight and kill ather people of color i the world whe, like black
people, are being victimized by the while racis! governmont of America
We will protect curselves from the force and viclence of the racist palice
and the racist military, by whatever means necessary.

7. We want an Immedizsie end o FOLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER
of Blaek prople

We balbeve we can end police hrutabity In tur black communliy by or-
ganivng black selldefense groups that are dedicated to defending our
inck community from recist police oppresiion and bratallty: Th Second
Amendment Lo the Conititation of the United Stales gives a right to boar
armis: We thebefore belleve that all black people should arm thameolve
fof sell-defense

B We wani freedom for all black men beld in federal, state, counly
and ctly prisons and fails

W beligve (hal all oiack people should be released from the many
jalls 36d prisons becouse th+y have not recelved a falr and imparilal frial.

9, We wanl all Black prople when broughi to trial o be tried In court by
a jury of thelr peer groop or people from their black communitics, =
defiaed by ibe Constitation of the United States.

‘We belleve that the courts should fallow the United States Constllution
40 that black people will recelve fair trials The 14th Amentdment of the
U5 Constitution gives 3 man 2 right to be tried by his peer group. A peer
is o person from o similar economic, social, religlous, geographical, en-
viranmenatal, hisdorical and racisl bsckground. To do this the court will be
forced (o seloct 3 jury from the hiack communily foom which the black
defendant came. We have been, and are being tried by allwhite jufies
ihat have no understanding of the “sverage reasoning ran'™ of the bleck
COmmenity.

18, We want land, bresd, homsing, education, clothing, Justice and peace.
And as our politiesl abjective, 1 Unlled Natlonssm

clie te be held throughont Lhe Black colony in which snly black colenlal

subjects will be sblowed Lo  for the of
will of blsek prophe as in th’:m-m qu.m st S

When, in the course of human evepts, i becomes neoessary for one
peaple to disalve the palitital bands which have conpected them with
anather. and (o sssume, among the powers of the earth, the separale and
wqaal station to which the laws of ngture and nalury's God entitle them, o
devent respect o Uhe opintons'ol mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them o the separation

We hold these truths to be sellevident, that all men are created equal;
thal they are endewed by their Creator with cortain unatienable rights;
thal among these are Nife, lberty, and the pursait of happiness. Thai, to
secure Ubeie righls, governmenis are lniilisted smong men, thedr
jisl powers frem the consent of the governed; whenever any form of
gevernment broomes destruciive of these ends, 18 Is the right of the peopie
fo alier or Lo sholish |1, and 1o instinie & pew government, laying its
foundatlon on such princlples, and organizing its powers in ssch form, as
to them shall weem mast likely (o cffect their safety and bapplmess. Pru-
dence. indeed. will dictate that governments long extablished should not
b changed for light and transient causes; and, sccordingly, all experience
tath shown. thal manking are more disposed to suffer, while evils sre
sufferable. than o right themgelves by abalishing the forms lo which 1hey
are accustomed. Hut, when a long iraln of abuses and usarpallons, por-
waing Invarlably the same shject, evinees o design to reduee them under ab-
solete despatism. if v thelr eight, 18 ls thelr duty, o throw off sseh govern-
ment. and lo provide new guards for thelr fatore seeurily,

e,

1.The Black Panther Party: Challenging Police and Promoting Social Change,” Smithsonian National Museum of African American

History & Culture

2.Samuel Josephs, "Whose Revolution Is This? Gender's Divisive Role in the Black Panther Party,” Georgetown Journal of Gender &

the Law 9.2 (2008). See also: Robert James Seither, "Women in the Black Panther Party: An Internal Struggle for Power, Equality,
and Survival,” TCNJ Journal of Student Scholarship Vol. XVII, April 2015.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s

Chinatown in the 1970s
By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Black Panthers, | Wor Kuen, and the Young Lords: Community Activists”
HeaTHRevoLuTioNARY UnimyIVIoVEMENT
10 POINT HEALTH PROGRAM

The Young Lords

The Young Lords were established by
José “Cha-Cha” Jiménez in 1968 in
Lincoln Park in Chicago, lllinois.
Modeled after the Black Panther
Party, their members were originally
part of a Puerto Rican street gang
that morphed into a community-
based organization. They advocated
for healthcare, education,
employment, and housing in minority
communities. They also demanded
Puerto Rican self-determination and
collaborated with other revolutionary
nationalist groups, including the BPP
and IWK. Eventually, the Young Lords
expanded from Chicago to New York
City's East Harlem, and grew to be a
multi-ethnic and LGBTQ+-inclusive
organization. Some initiatives of the
Young Lords in both cities included
free ~ breakfasts for community
members, Puerto Rican community
centers, and free health clinics — on
which they often collaborated with
other groups, including IWK Like both
| Wor Kuen and the Panthers, the
Young Lords had monthly
newspapers with political editorials
and listings of their events and
community services, published both
in Chicago and New York City.
Interest in healthcare advocacy in
the Young Lords’ New York chapter
was especially piqued as Mingo El
Loco, who helped organize events for
the Young Lords, died of stab wounds
after an ambulance took over an
hour to arrive to East Harlem.s This
was an issue of medical racism and
city neglect that resonated with
several dreas in the city, including the
Lower East Side.

The Young Lords' focus on health care and hospital access for their communi
of the South Bronx's Lincoln Hospital in 1970, a ( g
treatment that many Puerto Ricans experienced theres Their health activism was summe

Ten-Point Health Program (see above).

WE WANT COMMUNITY WOREER l:mlel: OF ALL
* HEALTH SERVICES (W OUW  OFPRESSED
COMRUNTTIES

WE WANT THE RIGHT TO FORM GREAMIEATIONT OF
PATHENTS AND WORKERS TO FIOHT FOR IMPROVED
W ORENG CONDITIONS, BETTER PATIEMT CARL, AND
TO MAKE HEALTH POLIC)ES

WE WAMNT ALL MEW HOSMITALS CURRENTLY UNDER
CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT IMMSEDLATELY TO
SERVE THE MNEEDS OF OQUuR OPPREISED
COMMUNITIES.

WE WANT FULL EMPLOYMENT AND URGRADING FOR

DL PEOPLE 1IN ALL MEALTH FACILITIES AND OPEN

ADASIZERONS TO ALL WEALTH SCIENCE SSHoRoLS

.
WE WANT FREE HEALTH CARE L PEQPLI

WE WANT COMMUNITY-AUN HEALTH CLINICS ON
= EVERY BLOCK TO OEAL WITH MIMOR HEALTH
FROSLENS,

T Wi WANT DOORTODOON PREVENTIVE CARE TO

* DEaL

WITH EANITATION CONTImQL NUTRITION
DR ADDICTION, CHILD DAY CARE. AND SENOR
CITalin SEmwicEs

—

B. WE WANT EDUCATIONAL PRDOAAWE TwAT [asont

THE LEADWMG WEALTH PAOOLEWS, SUCH  ag
UL AP LOYRENT HOUSING,  RACHS
MALNUTRITION. POLICE BAUTALITY asp &LL
ATHER FOREES OF | XPLOIT AT ION

WE WANT OOMMUMITY, ETUDENTS, UNIDSE aND
WORKERS DRCANUIATIONT TO ACTIVELY SUPPONT
AND FIGHT FOR THIR FADGRAMS N THl INTIWLETS
OF DUR PEOFLE-

m_ THE ROLE OF THE MEALTH NEVOLUTIOMARY URITY

MOVEMENT 15 TO CDUCATE AND UNITE ALL OUR
PEOPLE AND TO IxFOSE THl
EYSTEM THAT KEFFE OuR ™OPLT WEAK AND
UNATLE TO FECHT FOR SELF OFTE RMINATION AN
COMPLETE LFBE AATRIN

COREUPFT HEALTH

PROGRAMA DE SALUD DE-10 PUNTOS

7

OUEREWDS EL CONTROL O TODOS LOS SERVICIOS

* DE BALUD EN MUESTRAS COMUNIDADES OFRIMIDAS
EN WANGS DI JUNTAS DE TRABAJOOAES ¥ LA
COMUMNIDAD

QUEREMOS EL DERECWOD OI FORMAR
* DRGAMIZACIONES DE PACKENTLS ¥ TRASALADONES

Fala LuCHAR A MEMDMEE COMDICIONES i
TRABAD & ATENCIDN A CA. ¥ FaRa
DECIDIN WPEST PRO | AS TICAL OF RALUD

3 DUEREMOS OUE TODOE LOS HOSPITALES MUt wOg ¥
"IN EONSTRUCCIOm SEAm EDIFICADDS
PMAECHATAMENTE PARA SERWIA LAY MIECLEEDADES

Ol NLAE ST RAS ODSMUMIDADFS DEfaknmas

| 4 OUEAESSDS [WMFLLO TOTAL ¥ MOSIRILIDADES DE
* ADELANTO PaBA MUESTRA GENTE EN TOOCT LOS
SERWVICIDE DE SALUD" ¥ ADMERION ASIERTA FaRa

TODAS LAS ESCUELAS DE BALUD

E OUEREMOS ATENCION MEDICA GRATUITA PAaEA -

TODA GENTE

E QUEREMOS CLIMICAS O SALUD DNAICIDAS POR LA
* COMUNIDAD PARA TRATAR LOS PROBLEMAS
MENORES O SaL LD

.

OUEREMOS ATENCION MIDICA PHCVINTIVA A
DOSMSCELIO PARS TRATAN COM IL CONTROL O
BANIDED, NUTRICIDN ADDICCION & LAS DROGAL ¥
OUIREMOS CENTROS DF CLIDADD PARA LOS Ninixg
¥ SERVICHDS FARA LO% AMCIANCT

DUEREMDE PFROONAMAS Of (DUCAZION OUL

" EXPONGAN LOS - PEDBLEMAE Df SALUD BEAE

NPORTANTES TALES COMD DLRIMFLED, LA
VIVTENGE OF WMALA CALIDRD L faCiSwh LA B
BIZMUTAICION LA HEUTALIDARD FOLIEA ¥
CUSLOUIEN GERS FORRE OF EXPLOYACION

-
QUL FLESAOE LB L& COMUNIDAD  LOS FSTUDIANT EL

" LAY DHCGANIZACIONES Y UmMIDsIE 0Ol

protest meant to disrupt

TRABAJADORES NOE APOYES ACTIVAMENTI v “JN
VUCHEN POR ESTE FROGRAMA Of NTRES AL
FULBLD

IL OBFETIVO O WM UM, EX uNil v [DUCAH & BE
*NUESTRA GENTE OUEREMOS DETENMASCERAR LA B
[ O Ol UM SISTEMA OF RALLD OUE =
WANTIENE A WUESTRA GENTE Dwifhsis ¥ gl "
CAFPACIDAD DOE LUCHAR FOR NUEITRA
AL TR TR AACION ¥ LIBERAL IO COMFLLTA

t?{' also led to the occupation
the understaffing and poor
up in their

l.Johanna Fernéndez, “BEGINNINGS: José ‘Cha Cha’ Jiménez and the Roots of Rebellion,” in The Young Lords: A Radical History,

University of North Carolina Press, 2020. (=]

2.Maria Guadalupe Partida, “Research Guides: A Latinx Resource Guide: Civil Rights Cases and Events in the United States: 1968:
The Young Lord’s Organization/Party,” Library of Congress, 2017. https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/young-lords-

organization.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s

Chinatown in the 1970s
By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Black Panthers, | Wor Kuen, and the Young Lords: Community Activists”

I WOR KUEN
12 Point Platform and Program

| Wor Kuen
The last of the three organizations to form, |
Wor Kuen (IWK) was a Marxist-Leninist
organization formed in New York in 1969, and a
key organization involved in starting the
Chinatown Health Fairsa The organization
emdphosized unity amongst oppressed people
and solidarity with other groups, including the
Young Lords. IWK was composed of a diverse
Asian and Asian-American population: working
people, elders, students, and even working-
class youth. Their community work consisted of
education initiatives and community-based
programs, often publicized in Gettin%Together,
the IWK's bilingual newspaper published in
both Chinese and English. The newspaper
both educated the public on local and global
political issues, and also helped organize the
Bublic by bringing awareness to community-
ased Initiatives or resources. The IWK
eventually expanded to both coasts as a result
of a merger with the Red Guard Party in San
Francisco, another city with a large AAPI
population. Throughout the group's lifespan, it
critiqued capitalist society and hoped to bring
attention to the injustices and oppression
marginalized groups experienced due to U.S.
imperialism, including health disparities and
poor living conditions. These were issues
directly addressed in the services provided at
the Health Fairs. Similar to the Black Panthers
and the Young Lords, | Wor Kuen articulated
their group’'s mission statement around o
twelve-point program.z Point seven, as seen
below, highlights health advocacy as part of
their goals.

Though there were ideological differences
between all three groups, they shared many
common political principles and a
commitment to taking care of their own
communities. Comparing and controstin? their
guidin? principles — and how they manifested
In the Tocal work they did in neighborhoods —
may be a helpful way to think about cross-

racial solidarity.

Aman pmpn n Amercks hese oesn cornuely opmend By Be
rasdy, aileecus gngriin 0f G S ol W ana hy the
withr recEl RN s Amankan oo ety W
i ooy eiadia {reewazeprers, TV, relio aed wchoohd with Talme i
shout haw s phoald 35000 G Zolnne n this moery, Thay S
il W brairwesh w1 snd hires esin coerced ue s Uity DVETHER
v Baghtireg gt oot e, gl e BE. Asin

Wi, Aglsn fAesikans lue bess fighting bock sgairel e
operemion of tha country mer e s lim taced te st of
A ke's ricem ard aspleitetmn. The teng sed Berain hisory ol
e b Sk drugglt inigied and sregthesed us in cur
porpam. Mo Inngar can wa sndurs S cppemAR condibnra. We
et KL eur anciitun’ shuggha g0 Saws in siin We ktow who s
our resl msras srd febandp s aa hes Tound e Grength tor we
sre ining cur uiers and broshan withn T coumtry and aourd
e workd W fight for Sreedem ard juitice sgeinal T rubes of thiv
cowniry

P hass frisd the pascslel mansg of patinos, coers, soting end
et demomirations Bul our sittion remmnid the s, W e
o e,

Fs warrl fo improve tha living condetiont al gin paoele snd A
pripwisg %o defing our communte e apmsan sed jon
reokTOnEY Wil W e Be periin,  busiekime,
paliticisss and pokos. Whin & povsnmast oeprecas e geople and
nc ngee geres e nasds of the peosis, we have Bhie tight 10 sbodith
it e et w o D,

We wew morking for & warld of pascs. whiet the soedh ol the
peopk corme brik, which i withost chm difiecsiom and iv bawsd
upan the kass sed unky of 8l pespbe,

The Tl 12 poirts s whint we ans fighting for:

L WE  FANY NP TEAMIBATADY FORF  AS1AN
AMERITANE.

The mzmm o8 fisen peophs n dawe o i i ghittses which s ks
stk coloniee. Tha Amecihen ceprislic cormisasly ST 0 ekl
peoit ot up by Invkeg 10 BlE Qut enting wiry of b for ther own
bamefit. We wmand Hbarstins from this Mokesmedl o5 we om
TN ot Swn destnin.

2 W WANT BFLF-DUTERMMNATION FOR ALL A50AanS

Fesiam mpsradio have bess sl nd coleniong cosntries in
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1. "History of I Wor Kuen" in Statements on the Founding of the League of Revolutionary Struggle (Marxist-Leninist), 1978.
Republished in the Encyclopedia of Anti-Revisionism On-Line. See also: "The New Communist Movement: Origins and Early
Groups, 1969-1974, in The Encyclopedia of Anti-Revisionism On-Line

2.Eveline Chao, "How Asian-American Radicals Brought ‘Yellow Power’ To Chinatown,” Gothamist, Oct 19, 2016.

3.1 Wor Kuen, "I Wor Kuen's 12 Point Program and Platform,” History is A Weapon, 1969.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen
Excerpt from: “I Wor Kuen and the Young Lords’ Health Advocacy”

The healthcare advocacy of both IWK and the Young Lords occurred in a time period where healthcare
globally was rapidly shifting. Post-World War Il, changes in the structure of US medical care along with
growing instances of documented medical discrimination in the age of civil rights advocacy also stirred
growing discontent in many minority communities. Events, including shifting away from the privatization
of healthcare in Cuba and rapidly increasing rates of disease in migrant populations, led to demands for
improved healthcare, especially in marginalized communities.z. Veterans returned from war with injuries
and disabilities that required longer-term care than the state could provide. And insurance access,

articularly for seniors_or for low-income communities, was spotty, and the idea of a %ublic safety net

Medicare or Medicaid) was tangled in Cold War-era anxieties over any public services being equivalent
to "community” or "socialist” medicine.s

By the time Lyndon B. Johnson assumed the American presidencpin 1963, some changes were coming.
While LBJ's "Great Society” did fund some new community health clinics and finally managed to sign
Medicare into law, the 1960s into the 1970s saw small, local medical practices — which often waived or
reduced costs for low-income community members — go under, and be replaced by mainstream
hospitals and large medical research institutions.2 Remaining private practices often shifted to offer
“luxury healthcare.” Due to the increasingly for-profit-dominated health care system, lower income
community members often relied on free city public health resources.s These were often not actually
concentrated in areas that needed them most, like East Harlem and the Lower East Side pre-1970. In the
absence of the city or the state providing the services that people needed, community groups often
stepped in to serve their own people. Organizations like the Young Lords, the BPP, and | Wor Kuen all
faced similar questions: how could they build community structures that would fill gaps in healthcare,
and how would they reach the people who needed them most?

For all three groups, having their own newspapers or - o
newsletters %vaqu key Fg)ort of directly IOregching | WOR KUEN @
people. The IWK's Getting Together publication was a LR AL SR i moied s :
tool for strengthening coalitions, both bringing bapfre g Mt w0 o i ook
attention to available community services and WE SERVE THE PEOPLE
writing editorial coverage on why they were so T8 TEsTING
needed. As mentioned in the prior section, the : e P
bilingual English-Chinese newspaper emphasized
language accessibility, and involve Young people in
the writing and translation of the publication.

In the July 1970 Issue of Getting Together, a
newspaper clipping reads: LR
“] WOR KUEN has increased its efforts to serve the community through TB testing. Doo or Tine
testings being done twice a week or more, and a survey of community health problems and facilities
has been incorporated into the program. | WOR KUEN has also acquired the facilities of the X-RAY
truck recently liberated by the Young Lords Organization in New York City, and will be used for follow
up of positive Tine tests.” (Tine tests are now outdated, but at the time of publication, they were one
of the most common ways to screen for tuberculosis. The testing mechanism also benefited from
being small and relatively portable, meaning that community health groups could easily administer
them themselves.)

From this excerpt, we can see that the publication not only hopes to advertise their services to the public,
but also to hig{hlight minority community organizations building solidarity and recognizin% their shared
stru%gles. While New York had public health services that would come directly to neighborhoods, the
trucks that screened for TB would often come unannounced, during hours when working-class
community members were busy, or not at all. Often, providing services in one minority community was
framed as taking them directly from another. The Young Lords sharing their TB testing resources with the
AAPI community on the Lower East Side is a direct argument against that myth.e The excerpt in Getting
Together explicitly highlights this, combating narratives of anti-Blackness or the model minority myth
that attempted to pit minorities against each other. Instead, they proclaimed:

“This is an example of how revolutionary groups of different races can cooperate to together SERVE
OUR PEOPLE".

1.David Barton Smith, The Power to Heal: Civil Rights, Medicare, and the Struggle to Transform America's Health Care System,
Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press, 2016.

2.Johanna Ferndndez, “DISEASES OF POVERTY,” in The Young Lords: A Radical History, University of North Carolina Press, 2020.

3.Jason Karlawish, "Alzheimer's Disease Patients Are The Last Casualties Of The Cold War," Forbes,, July 30, 2016.

4.Ferndndez, “DISEASES OF POVERTY,” 2020.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Chinatown Health Fair”

In August of 1971, the health care services provided by organizations like | Wor Kuen and a desire to
mobilize the community through health care advocacy led to the first Chinatown Health Fair. Growing
discontent with the few services provided by the Ci%’ especially to immigrants, made it deeply
significant that the first Chinatown Health Fair provided both bilingual and bicultural services. The Fair
was influenced by the larger Civil Rights Movement, and used the gotherin%as a way to advocate for
rights including health care — and beyond.2 The first Health Fair was a labor of love for community
organizing, involving collaboration between | Wor Kuen, Basement Workshop members, local churches,
activist and photographer Corky Lee, and more.

It was eSﬁeciolly important to | Wor Kuen
members that the Health Fair provided bilingual
health access. To help, they mobilized bilingual
outh — younger, radical Chinese Americans — to
elp translate and ﬁrovide services. A New York
Times article published on August 1, 1971, reads:
“The youths offered their services as interpreters
for the non En?Iish speaking, to help take the
mystery out of modern medicine. The young
people feel that often when a Eerson is not given
an explanation of a finger-prick test, for example,
he is liable to fear the unfamiliar procedures.”s
Many youth involved came from Asian student
organizations from universities, such as the
Chinese Students Association at Columbia
University. Similarly to the bilingual articles
published in Getting Together, the inaugural
Health Fair emphasized the growing importance

of language-accessible resources In an era of I::HINATDI/\IN

growing immigration to the United States.

The Health Fair adapted to meet the needs and ETR[:E I I-AI

culture of its surrounding community. They = puvoo (4 Augs

UNITE TO FIGHT
FOR OLUR RIGHTS

TS E -4

a0

offered services targeting the diseases that were Bia g N
most prevalent in Chinatown: tuberculosis, but Mott sireet 2R ud R sen il
also conditions affecting the elderly, families, and & Pell Street Ein & . e % Anw —
smokers, like lung cancer information or blood -Health i 5= wornam " H.
pressure testln?. They aimed to meet language -Education R gk § 3
needs, as well as Chinese cultural practices. ‘Housing =~ w2 H oAt w pg oy BES
; SN : ‘Legal education i g It 4 Fhom g Y
Booths at the Health Fair didnt just include Elderly Bt BE mug NAE S
.« . 3 3 1 ?tﬁt T A MW o _:IL
Western medicine, but also health care that o " % i :

. . . . . : P - i T E
aligned with Chinese cultures, including a booth %5 A i £
where community members could receive herbal i i u ki

]

medicine treatments and acupuncture.s

The Health Fair went beyond just Ioroviding health services. It also emphasized educating individuals on
their rights beyond a once-year communité gqtheringk advocating for community health services,
including the Chinatown Health Clinic. The CHC opened the same year as the first Health Fair, founded
and run by bilingual volunteers, who were community members, students, doctors, and nurses. The
center was part of a larger national community health center movement, with centers opening in Boston,
Massachusetts and Mound Bayou, Mississippi in prior years.s It was renamed as the Charles B. Wang
Community Health Center in 1999, to honor Charles B. Wang, ctghilanthro ist who provided support to the
clinic.s The center was run originally out of a church on Mott Street, and has since expanded to include

locations in Flushing, a permanent location in Chinatown, and more.z

1.“About Us: Charles B. Wang Community Health Center,” Charles B. Wang Community Health Center, 2024.

2.Melanie Yu, Joselyn Cueto, Yi Tuo, Jose Monzon Barillas, and Ashley Mejia, "Basement Workshop - Virtual Asian-American Artists
Museum," 2021.

3."Youths in Chinatown Open Health Fair,” The New York Times, August 1, 1971.

4."“Bringing Health Care to NYC Chinatown,” Museum of Chinese in America, 2026.

5.National Museum of American History, “The Story of the 1971 Chinatown Health Fair,” YouTube, July 28, 2020.

6.”About Us: Charles B. Wang Community Health Center,” CBWCHC, 2024.

7.“Bringing Health Care to NYC Chinatown,” MOCA, 2026.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Fight for Gouverneur Hospital”

While the original 1971 Health Fair emphasized providing preventative health services, including TB
testing, blood tests, and X—rq};s, by 1973, the fair had expanded its mission. While providing the same
services, it placed more emphasis on a larger goal of educating community members on all of their
rights, including housing and health care access. Al P GEET '

The Gouverneur Hospital, which was under a
period of construction when the first Health Fair
took place, was one of the only city-owned, full-
service hospitals serving the Chinatown and
Lower East Side communities. Understanding its
role in the neighborhood is crucial to
understanding the state of health care access in
Chinatown in the late 1960s and early 1970s, and
the multiracial coalition which came together to
advocate for it. Though it was state-of-the-art
when it first opened around the turn of the
century, by the 1960s, Gouverneur had seen better
days.2 In 196], its hospital accreditation and ability
to provide inpatient service were both removed.
Beth Israel, a large city hospital, took over its
outpatient services, but their priorities were very
different than those of neighborhood activists.
The Hospital Council of Greater New York had
been attempting to shut down Gouverneur in
various forms since the 1950s. Their proposed
replacements for the care it provided were
nowhere near adequate for the services, both
routine and emer%ency, that a large, diverse
neighborhood like the Lower East Side required.

wsomit/
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The city's main roadblock in their attempts to close Gouverneur Hospital was the Lower East Side
Neighborhood Association (LENA): a coalition of Asian, Black, Hispanic, Italian, and Jewish community
members. This coalition represented all the different waves of immigration that Chinatown and the Lower
East Side had experienced in the first sixty-odd years of the twentieth century. The LENA coalition focused
on the gaps in the hospital's inpatient and outpatient services, the labor conditions at the hospital, and
the hospital's lack of translators and bilingual medical staff.s These issues were a key factor in the

community needs that the Chinatown Community Health Fairs would address.
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As seen in the above photograph, which declares that "1/4 of the workers at the new Gouverneur must
speak Chinese!, many members of LENA advocated for the city to hire bilingual workers and for the
hospital's staff to reflect the neighborhood it served.a Many members of LENA went on to found the Lower

East Side Health Council South, which continued to take up these issues throughout the 1970s.

1."CASE STUDY: GOUVERNEUR HOSPITAL," Migration Policy, n.d.

2.Lower East Side Preservation Institute, "Request for Evaluation of the Former Gouverneur Hospital at 621 Water Street,”
September 26, 2023.

3.Hongden Gao, “Community Struggles for a New Gouverneur: Tackling the Deeper Roots of the City’s Unequal Hospital Care,”
The Gotham Center for New York City History, January 5, 2021.

4.Rudy Johnson, “Gouverneur Hospital to Open in 72, Protesters Told,” The New York Times, November 17, 1971.
https:/ /www.nytimes.com/[1971/11/17/ archives/gouverneur-hospital-to-open-in-72-protesters-told.ntml[=]
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “The Fight for Gouverneur Hospital”

In the photograph left, Corky Lee, «a
photographer and neighborhood activist
Involved in the creation of the Community
Health Fair and the Charles B. Wang
Community Clinic, documented the protest.

Following the establishment of the “New”
Gouverneur in 1972, the hospital began to
produce newsletters aimed at educating and
engaging the community. Similar to I Wor
Kuen’s Getting Together, the paper was
bilingual, providing English as well as
Mandarin translations of the paper. The
paper demonstrates the continued need for
communication, and highlights the media as
a tool for community-building and creating
transparency. These values were key to
fostering a service that truly reflected
community needs.

. In the English-language issue of the
(l Gouverneur Newsletter reprinted to the left,
| ﬁublished within the first nine months of the

ospital's reopening, the writers highlight
“community struggle” as key to the creation
of the hospital. They emphasize the reliance
on community health centers in areas like the
Lower East Side. In particular, they discuss a
neighborhood health center affiliated with
Gouverneur, and the federal requirements

—_ EROLISH JoiTian

Gouverneyr

Hist )ry_;

Comn i ~ -
1“,{,’_],”}; Struggie that these centers involve community
: members. These seem to indicate some

| P interest, at least, in a participatory approach
to running the health center.

However, the article also mentions tensions
between private “medical empires” and
community needs, which had led to the
closure of health centers in major urban
areas, including Los Angeles, Denver, and
Boston. They make reference to the struggle
to maintain community needs while dea mg
with capitalist-driven medical empires, whic
prioritized  profit over people.  Truly
community-run clinics like the Charles B.
Wang Community Health Clinic, previously
known as the Chinatown Community Health
Clinic, did not face these same challenges.
However, the inclusion of this item in the
newsletter already demonstrates efforts at
transparency and including community
voices. Moreover, the article “Health in China”
highlights an attempt to incorporate
traditional medicine and bicultural health
services into city-run hospital services,
including acupuncture.
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1. John Sibley, "New Gouverneur Opens As the 19th City Hospital,” The New York Times, September 22, 1972.
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Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City’s
Chinatown in the 1970s

By: Abby Chen

Excerpt from: “Conclusion: Legacies of Health Advocacy”

Today, health inequalities still persist in Asian American communities. The intersection between health
care access and racism was further highlighted by the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020,
which saw shortages in testing access and treatment in public hospitals. This was also accompanied by
a spike in anti-Asian hate crimes, particularly in visibly Asian neighborhoods like New York's Chinatown.

During the pandemic, those with insurance, access to private health care, and the ability to shelter at
home without losing pay experienced significantly better health outcomes than those who were
uninsured or worked outside the home.2 Even today, those with access to private health care still tend to
be wealthy white peoEIe. Medical care without insurance is incredibly expensive, and there are barriers
outside of cost that keep many from accessing it: language barriers, cultural differences, unfriendly
hours, and many more practical considerations. Many of the same issues that prompted | Wor Kuen and
other groups to prioritize community-based health still exist today.

The Charles B. Wang Community Health Clinic, which still provides services to Chinatown's community,
continues to expand in other Chinese ethnic enclaves, including Flushing.s They still host a community
health fair every year, demonstrating the same need for community health education, education on
rights, and community-oriented public health services. Many city agencies, including the Office of
Immigrant Affairs, continue to be involved, and table at the fair. They aim to educate citizens on their
rights, connecting to the mission of the fair since 1971. The health fair still relies on bilingual staff and
]\c/olunteers, embodying their mission of accessible health care that can meet community needs in all
orms.

The community health fairs and health advocacy of

the 1970s still embody an example of community Celebratmg —. =
organizing by the community, for the community. It P a8
speaks to the importance of involving community Natlﬂﬁal Health -
leadership to ensure that culturally reflective services _

reflect the needs of community members. Solidarity Center Week

between different communities on the diverse Lower
East Side demonstrates that minority communities
are able to use collective organizing to strengthen
advocacy, ensuring their needs are met and not

__ Charles B. Wang Community
ignored. D= Health Center Presents

Read Abby’s Full Historical
Exhibit at
https://localizedhistoryproject

.org/exhibits/community-
organizing-and-health-
access-hew-york-citys-

chinatown-1970s

1.Brian M. Rosenthal, Joseph Goldstein, Sharon Otterman and Sheri Fink, "Why Surviving the Virus Might Come Down to Which
Hospital Admits You," The New York Times, July 1, 2020.

2.New York State Nurses Association, "The crisis within the crisis: COVID-19's deadly racial disparities,” NY Nurse, June 2020.

3.Carlotta Mohamed, "Charles B. Wang Community Health Center celebrates new site in Flushing,” QNS, June 12, 2023.
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primary sources:

Lanterns glow at night in San Francisco’s Chinatown, often
considered the United States’ oldest Chinatown. c. 1903

Photograph by Willard Worden, held at the de Young Museum, San
Francisco. Public domain.
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Chinese men gather in front of businesses and residences on
Pell Street at the turn of the century (1900).

Included in the Detroit Publishing Company photograph collection in the
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Divisions. No known rights
restrictions.
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Manhattan’s Chinatown community protests Japanese
occupation during festivities at the Friends of China Parade
(1937).

Held in the Federal Writer’'s Projects photographs in the NYC
Department of Records and Information Services. Rights unknown.
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3. We want an end 1o ihe robbery by the CAFTALIST of our Black

October 1966 iy =

We believe thal this racit governmeni has robbed us and now we are

demanding the overdus debt of forly scres and two mules. Forly scre

Black Panther Par‘}' and twa mulen was promesed 100 years ago as restitution for stive labor
and mass murder of bladk people. We will accept the payment in currency

which will be distributed o cur many communities. The (ermans are now

Platform and Progl'am widing tie Jews 1o enel for L geiontads of the Jawish pecple. The Cor

mans mundered sk million Jows. The American racist has Laken pari in
the slanghter of over ity million blsck people; therefore, we feel that this

8 a muedest demand that we make,
Wh at We Want 4. We wani decent bousing. fid for shebier of human belngs
- We lselieve that if the white landlords will aot give decent housing 1o
our black community. then the bousing and the land should be made 1910
a e e eve eooperalives so that cur community, with government sid, ean build snd

make decent housing for its people.

5. We wanl education for our people Lhat sxpotes (he troe nature of thls
deeadent Amerlcan soclety, We wanl educalion that teaches us sur true
Ristory amd sur role I the preseal-day soclety.

We believe in an educationsl system that will give (o our people 3 knowl.
odge of self. 1l 2 man does not have knowledge of himsolf snd kis position
In sociely and the world, then he has little chance to relale to anything
eise,

. W wanl all black men to be exempd from militery service,

We believe that Black pesple should not be forced to ght in the mifi-
tary service to defend o racist government that does not ect us. We
will not fight and kill ather pecple of colar in the werld wha, like black
people, are being victimized by the white racks! governmenl of America
We will protect oairselves from the force and vielense of the racist palice
and the racist military, by whatever means necessary.

7. We wani an Immediaie end o POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER
of black prople.

W belteve wie can end police hrutakity in cur black communliy by on
ganiing black sell-defense groups that are dedicated to defending our
biack community from racist police oppresiion and brotality. The Second
Amendment lo the Conrtitation of 1he United States gives a right to bear
armis: We thebefore believe that all black people should arm thaendilvel
for self-defense

& We want freedam Tor afl black men held in federal. state, counly
and cily prisons and fails.

W beligve that all oiack people should te réfessed from the many
Jalls smdd prisons becaiss thy have not recelved o falr aed impariial trial.

9, We wanl all black prople when brough to trial te be tried In coart by
a jury of their peer groop or ‘people from their hlack communities s
deflned by ihe Copstitotion of the Unlied States,

We belleve that the courts should fallow the United States Constilution
s0 thal black people will recelve fuir trisls The 14th Amendment of the
LS. Constitution gives s man & right to be tried by hils peer group. A pesr
is & person from o similar econemic, soclal. religlous, geographical, en-
wironmental, hitdorical and raclal beckground. To do this the court will be
forced to select 3 jury from the hlack communily from which the hlack
defepdant came. Wi have been, and are being tried by all-white Jufes
that have no understarding of the “sverage reasoning nan'™ of the black
commenity.

18, We wani land, bresd, howsing. education, clothing, justiee and peace.
And ay our majer politlical objective. o United Natlonssupervised plebls-
clle te k'ml:rihnr::?‘wlmhh&mhq in which only black colodlal
subjects ol Lo parliclpale, for the purpess of determining
will of Back prople a5 1o thelr natlonal deatlay, e

When, in the course of human events, 11 becomes necesiary for one
people to dimolve the palitical bands which have conmected them with
arother. and to sssime, among the powers of the earth, the separaie snd
equal stathon 1o which the laws of nsture and natury's God entithe them. a
-decent respect Lo the opéntons of mankind requires thal they should declare
the causes which impel them 1o the separation

We hold these truths to be sell-evident, that all men are crested equal;
thal they are endowed by their Creatar with certain unatienable rights;
thal among these are life. liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, ko
secure Lheie righls, gavernments 26 lnititaled smeng men, deriving thelr
just powers from the comsent of the governed; that, mzhd

people

Huev P Newtan Minister of Defense government breomes destrisetive of these ends, it 14 the right of
* Blaek Panther P { 4 to aller er Lo sbolish |, and to isstitate & mew government, laying Hs
r Farty foundation on such prineiples, and organting is powers in soeh form, as

: to them shall serm most likely 1o effect their saley and Papplaess. Pru-
i “‘_e.-.-l l-:-ﬂn- We want power ta datermine the destiny of our 070 SR SO oS, TREl pwmm“'m‘"fnm Sl ek
Black Community. b chanpedt for light and transient causes; and, sccordingly, all experience
We believe that black people will not be free until we are able 1o deter. r:;gmr:h;:':qm’m;;: :'w’ m_m’mim’dn‘:'ﬂ;:;m::ﬁm
ming our destiny are acctstomed, Bal, when a long traln of abuses and usorpstions, por-
sming invariably the same object. eviners 8 design fo reduce them under ab-

sl despatism. it b thelr righi, It s thelr duty, to throw off ssch govern-

2. We wanl full eoploy meid for our people. murnt. and (o provide new guards for (helr fulore securily,
W beliove that the fberal geverinswint boresponstile and obligated to
Ve e man corplovasent or 3 guaranteed income. We believe that if M——
1he white American businesspoen will not gove fll emplevmiont, then the - H
magany of prodisction xhoold be fpken rons thie businesssmen and placed in i
e commainity so ihat prope of the commusniy can organize and e '
plo all ol it poajle aimd give a high standand of lving 4 X
f— b J

The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther
Party for Self Defense, first drafted in 1966.

Created by The Black Panther Party for Self Defense, housed in the
Radical Democracy Project. Fair use.
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HeauHREvoLUTIONARY UNTYIVIOVENENT

- 10 POINT HEALTH PROGRAM

1. #E WaNT coumunTYwORKER CONTROL OF ALL
* HEALTH SERVICES N OUR = OPPRESSED
COMMUNITIES

W WANT THE RsQHT TO FORM QRGANIZATIONS OF
FATIENTE AND WORKERS TO FIGHT FOR IMPROVED
o OREKING CONDITIONS, BETTER PATIENT CARE. AND
TO MAKE HEALTH POL g

2

_WE WANT ALL NEW HOSPITALS CURRENTLY UNDER
" CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT IWMEDIATELY TOD
THE REEDS OF OuUR OPPRCSSED

WE WANT FULL CMPLOYMENT AND UFGRADING FOR
OUR PEOFLE IN ALL WEALTH FACILITIES, AND OPEN
ADMISSAONS TO ALL HEALTH SCIENCE SCHOOLS

5 -
] 5 Wi WANT FREE HEALTH CARE L PEOPLE

WE WANT COMMUNITY-ADN MEALTH CLINICS ON
EVERY BLOCK TOD DEAL WITH MINOR HEALTH
PROBLEMS, -

T mE walit DOOR-TODOOR PREVENTIVE CARE T0
* DEAL WITH SAMITATION CONTROL NUTRITION,

ORUG ADDICTION, CHILD DAY CARE, AND SENIOR
CITiZEN SERVICES
i mid

& WE WANT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT £XPOSL
THE

%

LEADING MEALTH PROOLEMS SUCM A%
UN[MPLOYMINT POOR  HOUSIMG,
MALNUTRITION POLICE BAUTALITY
OTHER PORNS OF EXPLOITATION,

AT
AND  ALL

W WANT COMMUNITY, ETUDENTS UNIDNS, AND
WOSKERY ORGANIZATIONS TO ACTIVELY SuPFOAT
AND FIGHT FOR THIS PROGAAMSE 5 THI INTERESTE
OF DUR PEOPLE.

THE ROLE OF THE MLAL TH REVOLUTONARY UNITY
MOVEMENT S TO EDUCATE AND UNTTE ALL OUR
PEOPLE AND TD EXPOSE THE CORRUPT HFALTH
SYSTEM THAT KEEPS OUR PEOPLE WEAE AND
UNABLE TO FIGHT FOR SELFDETERMINATION AND
COMPLETE LIBERATION

PROGRAMA DE SALUD DE-I0 PUNTOS

7

QUEREMOS EL CONTROL 0T TODOS LOS STRWVICIDS

* DE SALUD EN NUESTRAS COMUNIDADES OPRIMIDAS
EN MANCE DE JUNTAS OF TRABAJADOAES ¥ LA
COMUNIDAD

QUEREMOS EL DERECHO DE FORMAR
+ DAGANIZACIONES DF PACIENTES ¥ TRABAJADORES

FARA LLACHAR R MEMRES © ACHINES [
TRABAID. ME ATENCHON mECNCA ¥ PFamA
DECIDIA MUEST! PROPIAS ICAS DF RALUD

DUEREMDS OUE TODODS LOS HOSPITALES WUEvos v

*EN CONSTRUCCION SEAN EDMFICADOS
INMETHATAMENTE PARA SEAVIR LAS NECESIDADES
DE NUESTHAS COMUMIDADES OPRIMIDAT

‘ OUEREMOS EMFLED TOTAL ¥ POSMIILIDADES DE

* ADELANTD PARA NUESTRA GENTE LN TOOCE LOS
SERVICIDS DE SALUD' ¥ ADMISION ABIERTA PARA
TODAS LAS ESCUELAS DE SALUD.

QUEREMOS ATENCION MEDICA GRATUITA Fama
* TODW GENTE

DUEREMOS CLINICAS DE SALUD DIRIGIDAS POR LA
* COMUNIDAD PARA TRATAR LOS FROBLEMAS
MENORES DE SALUD ;

1

DUEREMOS ATENCION MEDICA PRACVEMTIVA &

= DOMICILIO PARA TRATAR CON EL CONTROL OF
SANEDAD, NUTRICION. ADDICCION & LAS DHOGAS, ¥
OUEREMOS CENTROS DE CLIDADD PARA LOS NiNOS
¥ SERVICMIS FARA LOR AMCIARDE

= JUEREMDE FROGRAMAS DI [DUCACIDN OUR

" EXPONCAN LODS - PROBLEMAS Di RALLD MAR
IMPORTAMTES TALES OO0 DLSEMPLED, LA
VIVIFNDA DE MALA CALIDAD EL RACIEAD, LA IS
DISNUTMICION, LA HAUTALIDAD POLCIA W
CUALOUIEN QTR FORRA DE EXPLOTAC N

™

CUERCMOL Ok LA COMUNIDAD, LOUS ESTUDIANTES

*LAS ODOAGANIIZACIONEES ¥ UNIDNES DE
TRABAJADORES WDE APDYEN ACTIVAMIMIE ¥
LUCHEN FOR ESTE PROGRAMA Of INTRES AL
FUCALO

EL OBJETIVD Df HAUM ES uNiR ¥ EDUCAR A
*WUESTRA GENTE, QUEREMOS DESENMASULHAR LA
= 1] CION OF Un SISTEMA DE SALLD OUE

MANTIENE & WNUESTRA GENTE ENFERMA ¥ SIN ~ _.

CAPACIOAD DE LUCHAR POR NUESTRA
AL DCETERMINACION ¥ LIBERACION COMPLETA

The 10 Point Health Program of the Health Revolutionary Unity
Movement, a program of the Young Lords’ health ministry. This
document was originally published in Palante, volume 2,
number 3.

Included in “The Young Lords: A Reader,” Chapter 9, “Health and
Hospitals.” Rights unknown.
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I WOR KUEN
12 Point Platform and Program

Fuwan paogie in Amvanika hove besn continuaisy npessed by e
greacly, raitarcud garqmen of Sur amn sommunice nd by e
widkr recl axplainatise Amenkan wmcinky. W e tesan buambeethed
Iy the mudia (e papens, 7 V., radin sed achoodl mith -l ideas
shent hirs wa thould scoeas our pognins in this moety. Thay
Iriedd in hrsinsssh oy Bnd hiee seen oosrced 1 goeang cveritin
aned fighting against 2ur own paople in S.E. Asia

But, Adisn Ameeikam hase been fightieg Back saing the
Dpprtisian of thi country v Jince wa fint Lasted the bimainess of
Afrikd’s racizm wed axploitation Tha loag ard hersie hizory of
the Aven Amerken siruggls iraprsd and. drasgitened us o
porpeme. Mo losger can we sndum them opsrsane conditon. We
caneest i nie sncerion’ erugghes go down in wein We know who ane
e ranl ammmies sndd Feiendy and wa S found nes: strasgth for e
wm oining our mrters 3nd beothen withis thic coussry and armund
the worid 5o fgh dor Iresdom sed [ustioe sgaings ma reler of this
DORRTY,

Wa hawo wisd the plscedul marn of pEEIOY, coerts, woTing and
eeen o i But out ion remsined the sima. We e
ot ok,

Wa want fo improve s living conditions of oo penple sd s
prepenng 1o defierd cur communties sgangl repemios snd dor
mviutionssy  armed  war aguing e genguen,  beainammen,
politiciens snd polics. Whea & govamnmant oppresiss Tha peopie and
fa lenger sirvm tha nosch of B peop b, wa hava tha right fo sbalith
1A crtats & rw GhE

W working for 8 world of el where the nasdi of the
ophe coma ek, which o eithost dim didlinction eed i Sessl
wpon The kv end uniy of il peopk.

The folkewring 12 il iw whisl we ars faghiing for

1 WE
AMERICANS,

FANT SELFOFTERMMWATION FOR  ASIAN

Tha rrasay of Asisn peopls i &reeike e b ghetlom which sm ks
mmall coloniss, Ths Amerniken capimalist cintinuily sttmpt s meks
peudtt o ug by tryng o sher our sl ey af |ie for See own
banedit, Wa went lbswlon fom i aaeesed @ owe cen
ST s e AL

z WE WANT SELF OETERMNATION FOR ALL ASTANS

Wiemers inpEtialiils have bewn imesling snd coliedaing etunty it n
Agiy Bor The post S0 pire. Arrerikesn imparialim, oomeTIRELg in
Al ooy angaged in Bw mod acditic and ganccidel wer of
BggreEion Th worfd hes et men. We sent e immesats nd
Amaiken imperaSam

3 WE WANT LIBERATHIN OF aLL
FEDPLES AND OTHER OPPRELSED PIOWLES,

THIRD WORLD

People of chlor, Baisn, Hisck, Browm, Red ard @l fighting for
litsrafozn Trem Amerks’s racie oppeesion. Williosm e mdfiom of
whits psipls e abo risng up 5o Fght Our common ooprmscr. Wa
recegnize Tht anty whan the sppresion of sl peupi 5 sndss can
vl rmnily = fom,

4 WL WANT AN END TO MALE CHALMINGEHE AND
SEXLML EXPLOVTATHIN

T of yeir al urafes el and

hamit cradted matinstioes snd myvthe of mile sprmecy o women.
Men murl fight sinng sith shmees in B strooggie for sononm g
ool squalnty and MU regngRny diat sisters mske G o hat of
ea mmluhnnany semy, Bisen #hd brothers are eguals hghtang for
i panie

5 WE OWANT  CDMMUNTY
CNETITL PTG A A LA

LUNTHRL  OF DU

Thote ETiTIoAs @ 0wl aemimniten sech m e galivg, sshealy,
health. hiwdesg  TAMDOTation, mnitshon, s alltion,  and
weallpes must be coontiolied Ly dnd sres the nesds of Gur peophe ard
mor e goered 10 The moking o monmey WE wanst 3 Eied 10 v
coMMery by weed [ mahe prolif o ouiseders  mech i
thess by a7l BOUNST Bge e

f WE WANT AN EOLCATION WHIEH EXPGSES THE T
WAERIAL ISU MW ASIA AND ARDLND
M TEATHES LS THE HAROSHPS AND
M ANUESTORS I FINE LAND A0 WHICH
AEYEALS THE TAULY DECADENT EXPLONTATIVE NATURE
OF AMERIEAN SDOETY

Viw Amaniksn imparsafists Bave trisd tn oty their worsd srmpas by
casering e the shumas dasdi they perpaivemd in As and 50 e
rapt af o Thind Weeld. They abio 1ry s braimsash us in school with
ratisn hinbrny which doss nut el o the degrediton, spprmeon g
hismillatazn Amzng snd ather Thind Werkd Peopla fores been fomsd o
sl i Amanke We wan? 1o laam af the hercx and npirieg
alragghinn Aaisn peopie hess concucied theoughout e word & wal
= i Aminke

x WE WAmT
CHILD CARE

DETENT MOUSING . AT HEALTH AND

The matteions of housing, hasith and child core ae w1 up Onfy B
makn monay for wedionds, docioes, haspetals and deug compnit
W want houging, heabth a0 chikd sare That gives o lils aed not sk
danth,

-3 WE WANT FREFOGM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
ARDALL ASANS.

D Balen broahons snd SH0afs in A’ recet jaik chould be o
Aot dor they wees ot Iried by thisr peers (ather Asden boifery ond
siswnl. Polticel priscser s jeled bacas thay inaghi for thas
Tredom and Baic vights = hurros beinge, They sl mi b s fres.

® WE WANT AN EfQ T PN AMERICAN MILITAAY

Tha Ameniken milltmry meching s butchering people Haroughaur e
wanrdd, mpecistty & Ad The wad of thi Amitiun mditary will b
ane ol tha greenast meenty s B Ristory of e Sberstion of moankind.
Wie went ol Asies &merikins insnpt bom militsry seettude,

21 WE WANT AN ERD TO RALKM

Wisas figiim han beem cpprmsng Thed Word People for the et
500 whain. Alfsugh wa escngnivs end Sirmiy supporn the progesies
white peopht in th ani-impdr mlict pinopgis, ws shoulkd eonlime b
Mgl apaitnt whiti racion on ol fevels. Tha reciss aming Thind
Wiotid Peophl tevied snch other iv beng broken doven sod @ new
UrCy i g cristid m o Cnppls BEANET DU COMEMGN Sy,

i WE WANT AN END 0
BOUNDARIES DF AMERIKA,

THE GEDGRAFHIT

Fram i beginneng, Ameriva has e 3 Folsber ctuntry. |8 rioin lsnd
by the um of srmasd doege from natke Besricens, Chicance. and
Letinoe, snd other peoples. Amerkia oa iew only msinisn |n
peammst bourderkss both inernay and axtirnally by e thresr md
um oA vioka We wam Tred pasige of sl penpls to s fiom
Fumerfn. Tha podjile o thie moild baet bt Aoy, ard Sy i
mow dessiming i desting. Ameriki hie sl trisd 5o blingd ik who
lie hene as 1o the eesliten of socishem by (oSt HGng nformation
Inam and traeel oo the Peopie’s Papublic of Chins, Cuba, Albans,
Marth Koraa, snd Morh Visanas. 'Wa went opan boundsrst srd as
mad 10 imeigration a%d emgr aton haresment

2 WE RANT A SOCIALITT SOCUFTY,

Vitial anints in Aemirine bodmy o Eoiony whens 0 men in ordee to
wersraw murt exginit s fellos man Wa Wit B Society S worky
Bor e buthibmant of buman naody. We sent deceng bousing, "“""-l
chikd s, eogloyeiml, wnnistion sd old s cwe Wa wand §
ey whist ae ma or ssman will dis dus 1o lsck of Tood. madical
o Ot howlitg, whin sech grass sccoeding to B abilivy and ke
sennsng o his il

-

The IWK's 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the BPP’s 10 Point

Platform.

Included in “Roots: An Asian American Reader” (UCLA Asian American

Studies Center, 1971), Fair Use.
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Flags of Puerto Rico and other radical posters hang in the
windows above a drug store in Bushwick.

Photograph by Camilo J. Vergara. Housed in the Library of Congress,
Prints and Photographs Division. Rights helf by Camilo J. Vergara.
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WOR KUEN

I WON KUEN (e ah organization of Aslan paople

"Getiing Together® is the officlal publication
logated In the Chineas community of New York wf I WOR KEUDN organization.
City, I Wor Ruen anilstes to serve and dafend
all our people. Wa invite mugyestions and f WOk RUEN is at 24 Market St.
orltioliem,
T.-B. TESTING DISCUSSION GROUPS AND LANGUAGE CLASSES

I WOR EVEN haas increased its
offorts to serve the community
through TD testing. Door-to-
door Tine testing is baing dons
twice a wenk or more, and a sur-
vey of community health problems
and facilitlea has been inocor-
parated into the program,

I WOR KUEN has also acquired
the facilities of the X=HAY
truck recently liberated by thae
Young Lords Organization in
New York Clty, and will be uped
for follow up of positive Tine

| Wor Kuen iy starting @ Lieration Schopl
thia memmer, The clsses s W inchpde Can
ronewa, Mandarin and English Lengusge i as
wall m hlstory clames conducted s ately in
Chirese and Englishl on Modern Crina and on
Chiness in Armerica, Cone b and wpn up &8 B0
@i e, Class tiere schedule @ el Dasiliie
BeCOning LD Wou,

tests, This is an example of . o
|" l-‘
W revolutionary groups of I " 4 /
tl ferent races cah cooperate ALK
to together SERVE OUR PEOPLE. . N '." F.\L?l 4 AN
\ W )
¥

;s N -
:h

FREE MOVIES

| u =5
T I iy ’-,f "/,—z w4\
. FREL WOV LIRS . ' : ] .

V% 1 i 5 WA —— —_—

other countrisd svery oat., l.:. >

Sun., Mon., and Tues, night )
I at 7130 pm at 24 Market Bt. .

— e B o RGN Jh'dﬁl %

An article in 1 Wor Kuen's newspaper, “Getting Together,”
advertising that the group would be going door-to-door in
Chinatown to do tuberculosis testing.

Created by | Wor Kuen in an issue of “Getting Together.” Housed in the
Museum of Chinese in Americq, permissions granted via Museum of
Chinese in America.
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On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords’ East Harlem
chapter commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile
tuberculosis testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They
also shared access to it with | Wor Kuen members and
community members in Chinatown. August 19, 1969.

Photograph by Hiram Maristany. Included in "For the People’s Health:
Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York," written by Lauren
Lefty. Housed in the Museum of the City of New York. Fair Use.
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On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords’ East Harlem
chapter commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile
tuberculosis testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They
also shared access to it with | Wor Kuen members and
community members in Chinatown. August 19, 1969.

Photograph by Hiram Maristany. Included in "For the People’s Health:
Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York," written by Lauren
Lefty. Housed in the Museum of the City of New York. Fair Use.
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UNITE TO FIGHT
FOR OUR RIGHTS

T E - 4

CHINATONN
a I REET

\
i

July28 to AUg 5 Wi m a 4%
o oew 2 W
Mott street % i W ooe eo® Go B
fd B 28 ] fi oM =
& Pell Street Bi0A ., .8 WhE=
-Healih % :"; r”t E Eg i H.
‘Education L B HSE E B
‘Housing CEDETILE cul aum
‘Legal education i g wd o Amon RRG iy
B Pox M
A ]
g5 T
! o=

A poster advertising the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, an event
that started in 1971 and has been held annually since then. The
poster was designed by Robert (Bob) Lee, a member of
Basement Workshop. c. 1973.

Created by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Held in the
Smithsonian Museum of American History. Rights unknown.
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A volunteer at the Chinatown Health Clinic takes a resident’s
blood pressure at the Chinatown Health Fair (1971).

Photograph by Corky Lee. Housed in the National Library of Medicine, in
the “Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the
United States” exhibit. Rights unknown.
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The "women's booth” at the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair,
advertising various health and screening services (1973).

Published by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Rights
unkown.
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Early founders of the Chinatown Health Clinic, now the Charles B.
Wang Community Health Center. c. 1970s.

Published by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Rights
unkown.



primary sources:

Chinatown residents march in the streets for healthcare rights,
including the hiring of bilingual physicians, and to protest the
potential closure of Gouverneur Hospital, which served the
neighborhood (1973).

Photograph by Corky Lee. Housed in the National Library of Medicine, in
the “Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the
United States” exhibit. Rights unknown.
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A banner proclaiming that "1/4 of the workers at the new
Gouverneur must speak Chinese!” The fight for bilingual
physicians in the neighborhood hospital was a key issue for
healthcare advocates in Chinatown (1973).
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Photograph by Corky Lee. Housed in the National Library of Medicine, in
the “Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the
United States” exhibit. Rights unknown.
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A LENA (Lower East Side Neighborhood Association)
demonstration in November 1971. The photo was taken by Corky
Lee of Chinese seniors at a protest organized by the Health
Council to demand the opening of a new Gouverneur Hospital (c.
1973)

Photograph by Corky Lee, published in Goveurneur Newsletter 2, no. 4.
Housed in the Gotham Center for New York City History. Rights
unknown.
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aieng the Limes of sedleal apecinl-
itlen;, thoy would provide vospEehen-
alve gensral care, orlanted towards
the Whols person, snd the vhols Fams
Lly.

One of the models whioh momt fnfly-
anoed the nelghborbasd health oene
tore dewignors was Now York Clty'n
Goavernbur health centar, which Bad
boen providing conprahenmive aut-
Patient care to realdprte of Mishat-
AR Lowor Eami Bife wincs the sarly
Bixtien.

R e
If it workad at I:ourl:ruour, Wiy mafg
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Articles from Gouverneur Hospital's community newsletter,
including one detailing the "multi-ethnic ghetto” that
surrounded the hospital (1972-1973)

Created by the Gouverner Newsletter, published and housed at the
Museum of Chinese in America. Rights unknown.
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A contemporary flyer from the Charles B. Wang Community
Health Center, advertising their upcoming summer health fair.

Created by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Rights
unknown.
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