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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

Hi, my name is Waemary!

Throughout my time in history classrooms, | have often noticed a lack of histories surrounding
political organizing and resistance led by marginalized communities, especially within the Asian
American community. For much of my education, the stories | learned about Asian Americans were
often limited to narratives of immigration, assimilation, or exclusion. While those histories are
important, they rarely highlighted Asian Americans as active political agents. The first time |
encountered this kind of history in a classroom was last fall, when | took an Asian American History
elective and learned about the Delano Grape Strike. Even having access to that course felt like a
privilege—one that many students do not have, even though learning Asian American history
should not be treated as optional.

However, my history classes prior have seldom mentioned radical political organizing. | had
previously learned about the Black Panthers and the Young Lords, but mostly in spaces outside of
traditional classrooms. | had never previously even encountered | Wor Kuen, a radical Asian
American organization that played a significant role in tenant organizing efforts in New York City’s
Chinatown. Discovering their work revealed a history of resistance and direct action that is too
often left out in mainstream historical narratives.

My archival exhibit focuses on the radical political organizing that emerged in the late 1960s,
particularly around housing struggles in New York City. Over the past few months, working through
boxes of archival material has shown me that the absence of these histories in classrooms is not
because this organizing did not happen. In fact, the archives make clear just how much coalition-
building and grassroots resistance was taking place. What is missing is not the history itself, but the
attention and space given to it in how we remember the past.

Throughout New York City’s history, housing has been a deeply contested and precarious resource,
threatened by discriminatory city housing policies, landlord abuses, and the prioritization of
corporate and development interests over people’s lives. Yet at the same time, housing has also
been something communities have continuously fought to protect. Working-class communities of
color, often those most vulnerable to displacement, have been at the center of struggles for
tenants’ rights, safe living conditions, and neighborhood preservation. | hope educators will
consider including more histories of radical political organizing in their classrooms and | hope
students who engage with these histories of resistance can feel empowered to take action in their
own communities to fight against injustice.

Thank you for engaging with my work!

Waemary Waeyakoh is a proud Thai-Melayu American who was born and raised in New York City. Being involved in
the youth advocacy space, Waemary is committed to fighting to advance equity for young people across NYC. She
leverages community organizing, policy, research (especially YPAR), and community education as tools to effect

change. As a LHP youth researcher, she hopes to uplift historical narratives of AAPI communities that have historically
been ignored or erased. Her current research is focused on histories of radical working-class, AAPI political organizing
and resistance. In her free time, Waemary enjoys reading, making art, and spending time with friends and family.




PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS

Host a mock trial!

Following the model of the People’s Housing Crimes Trials, which
charged the New York City government and landlords of housing
abuses against tenants, students should host their own mock trial in
the classroom in response to a relevant injustice or inequity that
they care about.

Create a protest poster/advertisement!

Drawing inspiration from the posters advertising the Housing Crimes
Trial, create your own poster for a cause you care about. This can be
a poster advertising a political action, or a poster that can be used
for a protest.

Visit a community space!

Reflecting on the significance of the space of the Basement
Workshop, research and visit active organizations within the
community that may serve as spaces of community-building or
organizing.

Conduct a participatory action research project!

While this is more of a school-year long project. Like the
participatory research conducted by the Chinatown Study Group,
choose a specific issue to survey people in your community about.
Using various participatory methods, collect both qualitative and
quantitative data to capture the experiences of people around that
issue.

Zine Creation!

Using the archival materials included in the document bank,
create a zine about tenant organizing movements and key
takeaways from the lesson.
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primary sources:

PUBLICLAW 89-2 ¥&
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The text of Public Law 89-236: An Act to Amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act, and for Other Purposes, signed into law by
the United States Congress on October 3, 1965.

Part of Record Group 11: General Records of the United States
Government at the National Archives. Available for use in the
public domain.
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Source:

U.s. Ce23u51 13?&. Subject Reporis: Japanese, Chinese and Filipines
in the United States. x

A table depicting the distribution and growth of the Chinese
population from the 1970 U.S. Census.

Created by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, gifted to the Tamiment
Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York University
as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status unknown, but

available for Fair Use.



The October 1969 edition of Gidra, a magazine created by Asian
American students at UCLA.

Part of the Gidra Collection at the Densho Digital Repository. Made
available for non-commercial Fair Use.
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The cover to the Chinatown Report, published by the
Chinatown Study Group in December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to
the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at
New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact
rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use.



PREFACE

THE CHINATOWN REPORT '69 IS AN OFEN-ENDED STUDY WHICH IS
DESIGNED TO BE EXTENDED AS FUNDS ARE MADE AVAILABLE roa
FURTHER RESEARCH. DATA BOOK VOLUME ONE AYD THE ACCOMP-
ANYIRG ANALYSIS MONOGRAPH NO, OWE ARE MERELY INTRODUCTICIS
TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMPLEXITIES WHICH BESET THE
CHINATOWMY COMMUNITY IN NEW YORE CITY. IT IS THE HOPE OF
THE AUTHORS THAT FUATHER DATA BOOKS CAN BE COMPILED AND
THAT, BASED ON THE PRESENT AND ANY FUTURE STATISTICAL FliD-
INGS, ADDITIONAL ANALYTICAL MOMOGRAPHS WILL BE PRESENTED,
IT IS ALSO WELL RECOGHIZED BY THE CHINATOWN STUDY GROUP
THAT RESEARCH IS ONLY ONE OF THE TWO NHECESSARY TOOLS WITE
WHICH THE PROBLEMS OF RACIAL AND CULTURAL MINORITY GROUPS
MUST BE ATTACKED: THE OTHER IS THROUGH THE INMITIATION OF
ACTION PROGRAMS. THE TWO ASPECTS ARE COMPATIBLE. RES-
EARCH WITHOUT SUESEQUENT IMPLEMENTATICN IS MEANINGLESS:
ACTION WITHOUT BASIS IS FRUSTRATION. THEREFORE, I¥ DED-
ICATING THE FINDINGS OF OUR RESEARCH FROJECT TO THE RES-
IDENTS AND CONCERMED COMMUMITY ORGANIZATIONS OF NEW YORK
CHINATOWH, WE HOPE THAT AT LEAST A PART OF THE INCENTIVE
FOR DEVELOPING SOLUTIONS THROUGH ACTION PROGRAMS WILL
COME FROM WITHIN THE COMMUNITY ITSELF.

THE CHINATOWN STUDY GROUP  DECEMEZR 1909

The preface to the Chinatown Report, an open-ended publication

created by the Chinatown Study Group in December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York

University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status

unknown, but available for Fair Use.




A. CHINATOWN AS A COMMUNITY

Chinatown is a community where g majority of its res-
idents are immigrants who have resided in Chinatown

for wost of their stay in the U.3. Thi. shrvey ind1-
cates that 91.5 percent of those families arriving in

this country since 1960 have resided at the same address
in Chinatown. For those families who have stayed in this
country for a longer period, it is also true that they
have spent an extensive portion of their stay within

Chinatown (79 percent of the respondents have been in
Chinatown for 8 or more years),

The data gathered shows that almost a quarter of the
regpondents (22.8 percent) arrived in the U.5. in the
last 2 years, and that more than half (54.7 percent) 38
entered this country in 1961 and after. These facts
suggest that Chinatowm 13 serving as a "beachhead" for
the new immigrants. Unfortunately, this survey cannot
evaluate whether Chinatown as a social structurs can
enable the new immigrants te adjust to the U.S5. culture
and society. However K the reasoms given by the respon-
dents for living in Chinatown illustrate how the immig-
rants view the function of the community.

In general, 32.2 percent of the respondents came to
Chinatown because their friends and relatives liwe
there, while 29 percent chose Chinatown because of its
".ommon language and familiar culture". These two rea-
sons probably have the same significance since they are
closely related to each other. One's friends and rela-
tives influence familiarity with a community. While 22.3
percent live in Chinatown because it offers them job
opportunities, 2.7 percent cited ease of finding

a place to live as the reason for going to Chinatown,

Page 38 of the Chinatown Report, which describes demographic
data about Chinatown and reasons its residents were drawn to the
neighborhood, c. December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York
University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status
unknown, but available for Fair Use.



A group portrait of Basement Workshop members in 1972,
taken in their 22 Catherine Street space.

Photograph by Bob Hsiang. Made available for Fair Use by
artasiamerica, a digital archive of Asian/Asian American
contemporary art history.
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An article in Bridge Magazine, published in the summer of 1971,
which discusses the Chinatown Study Report (1969) and breaks
down different aspects of New York City’s Chinatown.

Article by Robin Wu; originally published in Bridge Magazine, Vol. 1
No. 1 (July-Aug. 1971). Made available for use by christina ong;
permissions for use granted by christina ong.
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Page 2 of an article in Bridge Magazine, published in the summer of
1971, which discusses the Chinatown Study Report (1969) and breaks

down different aspects of New York City’s Chinatown.
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for use granted by christina ong.
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some instances, no mailboxes are allocated at all, Therefore, many

nouseholds will never receive census guestionnaires,

These conditions have been documented in the report of the Chinatown

o . s ik E v = T T - ¥ 3 3 P o B AR
Study Group; the following findings are offered in support of our contentions:

1. 80.7% of the families interviewed have no one in the houschold

who can read Eng

lish.
2. In Chinatown, only one person in five is a citizen over the age
£ & S 5 a1k 3 : PO et =R flaammi im Emnallal 1
of twenty-one. Obviously, he is not necessarily .fluent in English. Since
bi-lingual census takers are presently required to be citizens owver the age
bi-lingual census takers are presently requir
of eighteen, this presents special difficultics in the recruitment of assistance
=
personnsl,
i, More than half of the people living in Chinatown during the perioc
e g in . 2 v bnd Snkn Pha TInited Stak imes 1960, It is rea-
of this stady have immigrated into the United States since lyol. 1bis 2

" i 1. hasb am aniarnildarity with tha Enslish lanruaze and
sonable to conclude both an unfamiliarity with the English language anc

with the cemsus procedures 23 well as an uneasy reluciance to co-operate
with an incomprehensible "intrusion" into their privacy.

4. Close to 10% of those surveyed reported that they shared apartments
with one or more families. In a separate building survey, it was Ieporied
3 111 i K wminpatas remill x T.anmdlg=dsg o Rl ‘1'
that many families Qo nol qave private mailboxes, Lanclorcs provice,

Mhaw mar snastmant: those families that share apariments
at all. one mailbox per zpartmant: 1l0se Iamilics o 5 & ana

I Pagtal aprhaeitas rmay well Ba un=
will pot receive census questionnaires. Fostal aulloriies may Weil of Ui

wara of tha identity and nurmber of families aCiudlly LUVILE Il & QLILEILES

= 3 - PR Wt 10A8 wassw more irArmicrants have arrived
Sinece the study in APTii, 70V, T2y more immuigrar

An analysis of issues collecting data in the 1970 census compiled
into a report titled "The Problem of Minority Communities.”

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York
University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status
unknown, but available for Fair Use.
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ChiNese COMMUNITY CENSUS COMMITTEE
FACT 1: This is 1970,
PACT 2: There will be a 1970 Census,
FACL 3: The 1970 Census will be taken within 4O days in Chinatown.

S0 what?

For the first time, instesd of the traditional door-to-door Census,

questlionnaire forms will be mailed out. But the forms will be in

EHGL]S’H HHLT. Hecent impartiaml surveys, however, indicate that 00%

of the families in Chinatown have no members who can use Znglish

FUNCTIONALLY.

CLAIM 1: About E0Z of the families will not be able to understand
the full menaing of the 1970 Census: the giin or leoss in
ths quantity and quality of heslth, education, wellare,
housing, Jobs, services, representation, and most important,

MONEY.

CLALIM 2: At least B0Z of ths familiss will fill out the Conasus forms
improperly or not at all, Therefore, there will be no
gain but instead larpge lossas,

CLAIM 3: The real population of Chinstown will ba undarastimated.

Sgarce resources will flow disproportionately away from
Chinatown,

CLAIM L :

The Chinese communlty will net receive what 1t deserves
since most of the policy decisions in the next 10 YEARS

will ba based on the 1370 Cenaus.

ClalM 5:

PIHAL CLAIM: The situstion 1s URGENT!
dhat can you do? “ELP!

Flease call,.cocnesscnss and ask what you can do spacifically.

A letter from the Chinese Community Census Committee to
community members, describing issues with language access in
census data collection, c. 1970.

Document created by the Chinese Community Census Committee
and gifted to the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor
Archives at New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers.
Exact rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use.
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ChiN€se coMMUNITY CeENsus COMMITTEE

Dear Prianda,

organization formed re-
d Chinese collage
dirscting their

The Chinese Community Census Committee is an
cently by a group of concerned community residents an
students., At the present time, the commlitiee members are
efforts toward two goals: B

1) To publicize the importance of the 1970 U.S. Government Consus, and
To ensure maximum participation in the census by Chinatown resldents.

by 13 the 1970 Census so important? For the next 10 years, the U.5.

ol nt will use the data compiled from this census to determine the

amount of money to be allocated to the Chinatown commnity. Thla money

will be used for better health services, batter school facilities, more

::%gzr“ ald, Improved housing, more joba, and better police protection and
}ID

But all these beneficial results will not take place unless everyone in
the community £11ls out the census form completely and asccurately.
Furthermore, all the forms must be filled out LN SNGLISH, in order to be
counted., It is necessary to inform community residents of this fact, and
8ls0 to provide free asalstance to those who are unable to undsrstand or
Till out the English questionnaire.

In order to accomplish the first goal, the Chinese Community Census
Committee 1s launching a publicity campaign involving redio shows, newspaper
articles, posters, and letters mailed to over 10,000 community reslidents,

To accomplish the second goml, the Committes is setting up nelghbor-
hood asslstance centers, Thess are manned by volunteers Wwho provide free
help in filling out the census forms, as well as general informatlon about
the 1970 Census,

The Chinese Cenaus Committes has been recognized by the New York City
Sth Freclinct Police Station. It has also been endorsed by over 35 community
organizations, whose names appear on the following page.

A3 & member of a prominent community organization, you can help the
afforts of the Census Commlttee by volunteering manpower and finencial
support (money is needed for printing costs), and by assisting in tha
publiclty campalgn,

A letter from the Chinese Community Census Committee to
community members, describing the group's mission and their
publicity campaign, c. 1970.

Document created by the Chinese Community Census Committee
and gifted to the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor
Archives at New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers.
Exact rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use.



A group of people standing in front of the | Wor Kuen office on
Market Street in New York City in July 1972.

Photograph by Henry Chu. Published by the Museum of Chinese in
America (MOCA); permissions for use granted by MOCA.
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The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther Party
for Self Defense, commonly known as the 10 Point Program, first

drafted in October 1966.

Document created by The Black Panther Party for Self Defense.
Republished by the Radical Democracy Project and made available

in the public domain by Internet Archive.




I WOR KUEN
12 Point Platform and Program

A i puiigrte o s B fien g B gy g ekl e e
Pealy, T R o e e et e by e
B e L P e L i T S e - L]
by Pl il (Apaapapeiry, TV refe i sohomslll vt Tabee siees
g P W e RORE Gt PeieTel o TR BLupty Thary Pund
treied b3 Brasvem w1 e P ween oosened G et ey e
i Pogh Raray gt g s gl o B F Aa

Bal, Asisn Amevdaes hees bes lghting beck sgeesal e
pperpimast of tha pouttiy Prer ot wer T LSl B e iee s of
M py vpern ] Enplowitain Thet Wity Wl Meprger htory of
iy Mg B g prpps sapes] Bl repteeed o1 e oo
g Mo longer o ww endory S oppresuee ronddein W
R W e Eien CF et b St o vt I Lo wh
G rppl e el Bty B i Rl Wi Sy TR 0T wr
ey o e B ot svthan e Ty B oo
i worid 4 Faghd tor Tremdom el puetan sgeesyt S rulis Sf S
Ry

or Bl Tl Do plieihol mehbt o U StrTi, v b
TR, Bl D RTeBDDN PR D i W R
e e

P ward b5 amproee S g corcitaoey of cor pacoie Bd e

gt

P g SR T Sbiel O e OO, wel bl T regh! B sl
 anall creat B e S

Wa v workng for & world of peece whary Se neads of the
pacrple oo Pens, welach @ et s Sateetaoed B o D
g That bk el ety 6F a0 pecoien

Tha felicwng 13 poanty sy what we ey fighvtang fou

L} i
AMERICANT

WANT SELFDETERMINATION FOR ALIAN

Thet e =f Asen pecpils m Amerds ey o QRaTioe whach &8 e
el ook T & o - W T WD A
proft off wr by Tryes 0 S Sul ESbe wiry of e e S cwn
bansliz, We wast ibenticn from i eisewmest @0 ww cn
S ur e Bl

Fd W WANT SELF DETERMINATION FOR ALL ASIANS

LR rgealah Rk Seen o S DMt g .
Ay Bor gh o 00 yEen Ateird B gl OO Ry
Aml i Atw eogiged in the rout sElate W pEaccklal war of
pae B worid his ol mee. e went e eveadats e =
Arvari an sepee

i Wi WANT LIBERATION OF ALL
PEOPLES AND OTHER OPPRESSED PEOPLES

THIRD WORLD

Feopls of ool Ass, Blch Brown, Fed se ol Fghting for
labepruangen frows Aorerdh s’y rion Sppermnece Mol el ellae ol
wivln pEopis BE NG e P b gl Sur comemaen oogerrREe . e
Filigiins Tl Sy when e sgprrmias of ol people & enced cen
ol ey b e

4 ® WANT AN END TO MALF CHALVINGY AND
SEXUAL FXPLONTATION

Tt et iarnts o it 1 copemiece cnder Dpdibom s cageilem
Tt Lt B e e ey O R ey S e
Mgn may@l Tapfel phief et bibors o B pIrgpies b siondmms e
sl B ry R S PRLORE TR ter i o Owe Rl of
et revolctonary by Seatinn wrd beotary are sgusly Daghteng for
L ]

1 Wi WaANT LA AT T Y
ANSTIFUTRONT AN 8N

COSTROE o Oue

Thow edlilubam @ fud (0STuhaa bk o e s, ks
L e | T g
well FRE il B oSt by el wrrew T sy 0 Gl fempie geud
el G geaewd o T msghawy oF Seiery. e w0 el B0 e
Doty DEvwy wad B make peold bas  ptidesy mah m
Whgerrlitty il B il ey

[ WE WANT AN FOUCATION WHICH FXPOSES THE TRUE
HISTORY OF MESTERN WRTSLALSM 1N ASIA AND AROUND
Tl WORLD. WHICH FEACHET UT TRl HARDSWAST AND
STRUGELES OF QU ANCESTORS IN TS LAND AND WAATH
REVEALS THE TRULY DECADENT EXPLONTATIVE MATURE
OF AMERIEAN SOCIETY

That drrdt o i bty BAE B B2 ey S me il dengs By
DT e D et At Ty (R ] o il i b e
e ol Bl Thardl Waeld They shio iry bo brasmwanbs ut o atbood woth
rwcart haytery il dody not B ol S dhegr Bt DODERRES e
Furwlarfon Ao el ofter Therd Woold Prople ks e doroed 5
e i Amweda W mant 10 berm of S hette s saparing
Erepey A Sacple Eied Conediol el Weriaagieierl Thi weorid i sl
o Ay

I WE WANT DECENT MHOUSING AND NFALTH AND
CHRLD CARE

The gt of housng Reaelth s child cory are mt wp ondy o
gy ey for bendlordi, doctors, Boagetsi s drog companein.
Wi s housang et g Chaln CERe S P i e el e koew
.

& WE WANT FREFDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
ANDALL ASTANT

Qg Al beoiary wod paery @ Soarion's TRCT gk ool B et
Frimi e Sy woird ot Eremd Bry Shoper peer [Ooher A o @r
Pemadns becd bt fughts i Bt o T ey il e bt ST frose

¥ W WANT AN END TO THE AMERIEAN ML ITARY.

Thet Arswricie moirtery machorw 5 butcherng paopils T Dughsat S
worid, ependly 0 Al The s of B Americen mitery =@ be
ol e gremmel s, @ i Ramory of B i eien of mank e
et ol Acsan Aardosny st o maiiery mevtode

M INE WANT AN END TD RACIEM,

Wikats racoe bas been cppremeng Thed World Pecple for S pet
SO0 s Aimeigh e recoprry mre Py DO T peieninaren
=i peopie @ B R SO ol we ol contes B
gt mEne whas rcem on o el The raciem semong Thered
Vorld Peipin Mird sach other o bewny Droken G0ws b § Ao
ety e SRR O Do (P el fur SO ey

e WE WANT AN END TD
BOUNDARIES OF AWIRICA

THE GEOGRAPHIC

Fies 1 bty Acmmrdiy s beee o robber oossntry. 13 sicls b
by S i ol e Gorcs fries Aotees Asesrcans, Cleseeen el
Latecs, arad oty pooples. Asssrla cah come ondy massces
et boriera Dol s aly sl sy by B SR W
i of vmlech We wend e pesage of 88 peaple 15 el from
Amariin The pecple o8 e werkd haes budt Amariu, snd Sury st
e Qe Lren oI5 Oty Asuir ks han St tred to bied W wi
bvn B o b e el ol 3 by S P
lrtem. and Growsl o the Peopls's Flisprasde;: o Chang, Coba, ASuania,
Feorth Kowwa, s Normh Wiatnam 1 il opee boandes o bl it
B e e el e AT T e

L2 Wi WANT A DOCIALST SDCHETY,

W g Aty e Aardis sy A @ Aesly whine Sow . . el B
T el et e Sefioe e P wWD B RSEETy SAOE Wk
bor thay BulfSiant o b i, Whe wai dhecent bouisg, haaith |
cheld carw. mmphoymel, wearten W ol e o Ve owesl @
e R e ol L L e P s )
cad oo Befurieneg whard sach prenn moedee B0 Ray sbelery pwl Lahey
i oprdeey o R rad

| Wor Kuen'’s 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the Black Panther
Party’s 10 Point Platform. Originally drafted ca. 1970-1971.

Document created by | Wor Kuen and originally published in Roots:
An Asian American Reader (UCLA Asian American Studies Center,
1971). Made available for Fair Use by Your Asian Wasn't Quiet.
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A poster in support of a tenant strike rally from the Met Council on
Housing, which urges community members to "help build the city-
wide tenant movement,” c. 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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An article from the Young Lords Party's publication, Palante, which
encourages residents of the Bronx to embrace self-determination
and collective struggle, date unknown.

Created by the Young Lords Party for their publication, Palante. Digital
source and rights unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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A flyer advertising a demonstration in the South Bronx in support
of rent striking tenants, led by the Bronx Housing Crisis Coalition
and Bronx Clergy Codlition, on June 25, 1970.

Document created by the Bronx Housing Crisis Coalition and Bronx
Clergy Coalition; made available by the Tamiment Library and
Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York University. Exact rights
status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



HUMDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF TENANTS THROUGHOUT
THE CITY ARE FACED WITH EVICTION FOR

‘.-'k NEW OFFICE BUILDINGS

% LUXURY HOUSING

* HOSPITAL AND INSTITUTIONAL EXPANSION
ﬂ; PARKING LOTS AND GARAGES

& JUST PLAIN LANDLORD GREED

we’ve had it
GOOD HOUSING IS BEING TORN DOWN EVERY DAY J
THERE’S NO PLACE TO MOVE S
LET'S STAY AND FIGHT 70 wiN/

¥ OVER 200 SQUATTER FAMJLIES HAVE MOVED INTO
BUILDINGS ON THE WEST SIDE FROM 86 .TO 97
STREETS, ON EAST 1| STREET, WEST 13 STREET,
WEST 5 STREET, COLUMBUS AVENUE, WEST 11}
STREET AND EAST |9 STREET.

THEY ARE HOLDING ONTD THEIR NEW :40-\1&5, DESHTE
THREATS, ARRESTS AND DISCOMFPORT. THEY ARE
SICK OF BEING TURNED AWAY BY LANDLORDS WHO

‘ve had it
REEUSE TD RENT DECENT EMPTY APARTMENTS. we ve a !

JOIN THE GROWING BAND OF COURAGEOUS SQUATTERS

WHO ARE OCCUPYIMG VACANT APARTMENTS, THERERY
PROTECTING THE OTHER TEMANTS N THE BUILDINGS, AS
WELL AS RESOLVING THER OWN PERSONAL HOUSING SHORTAGE.

if you’ve had it,

THE -_:.qw.rrig-s.' COMMITTEE OF THE METROFOLITAN CA’JUH'C_Z_\.._ on t!_-‘.lf.i_'iif.— -2 W3 aT.I MEW YORK NY 1000]
TEL: WI T 6017 [ Labor denated ]

A flyer from the "Squatters’ Committee” of the Metropolitan Council
on Housing, urging community members to occupy vacant
apartments as part of Operation Move-In, c. 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



The stated goals and methods of the WE WON'T MOVE committee of
the Metropolitan Council on Housing, advocating for Operation
Move-In, c. 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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THE IHAUSENG CRIMES TREAL

Cher 1000 poor and colored  prophe;
semants frean all over NYC, gathered meoently
in  Weollman Memeorial  Auditorium at
Columbia Univerdty 1o venl thelr outrape at
the avarscious busines officish who control
war housing. At the %-?_-yl the
peophe. charged the pig Tir R banks and
goverrament of MYC with 13 ocoants ol
housing  cremes, Fanging from maniaining
wirtsale, weadniary housing 1o mackem fo forced
evictions. In ce afler case, people ok of
Ihelr onsel experiences. One man, 3 squatice
in the Upper Wesl Skde said "We pul in
plumsbsing, foileti; dooe, windows we built

an Immediate
End to

the Destruction

that hovse. I they ghruw s
it back I ehey lig ws
wp, The only way fo gr
raikdiing i o KT us amdd
{leat we are feddy po die”

esul
coanm duwn ba

Such wat o Iypical of dhe anger  and
debermimagion  shown- by the . People i
Wallman Auditoriun, When our people are
foreced - 06 gbarely. ki o' ocuiem

wvrrrmoaded , ansssitary and unaale h
then we lave a right too1ake howiog
awm hands, One w1 ol e camse e
Clangtown, - They wore invehaed in the “We
Wont Move™ block thad Bell Telophone Co. is
Irvig &0 evicl Do make way For o swilching
station, Through blatand crisninal acts, Tell
Telephone Co. has trked bo fake over the Band
and housing. the sery  Bvelhond of our
peaphe. For il own priverable peofin, 1 peophe
Tiad ned pegankred 10 resiad this acl of Blapm
mping thiovery, there would be 3 vwitching
sislben bn owr commanity by, now, The time
has come when i Chinew cas no bowgor
survive as a communily and poople iF we do
mal wtand up and fGight the aggressive. grondy,
iatickyfimgeied - encraachment of - our
commumilies, Look st Chinglowns a1l over
et AmeriKEKs. We sit in ;IM brm el ol
langry  expansion-minded talings, whei
.,-‘m.f..-...ﬁ. waber & e thought  of
deveboping  “underdoaloped” Chinatomi.
Fiew Yok Chinatown, Chicage sad all ather

stawin. We live ‘In primee rral sitsle
h the capitalisin would fove b pud their
kbsory of desiraving our
micgrity & peophe i

i n whone

comevunitics . ar
clear. Check inta
habl of Chinatoum vasihed o wl v for
an enlrsnce (o e Manachingtii Turmpike.
Nuw Tufts  University - Mediical - Center b
ripped The inshdes off Baaton Chinalown (o i<
facilities, and it has st its eyes om all of
Chinatown, Bell Telephese's atiempt io clear
oul Madisan, Markedl, and Homwy Streens s
just the Begioning of (e capitalivs grand
scheme to develop Chinatown for their profil
and gain, al our eipeme, 10 switching
facilily is consirucied, the cetire Chinatown
arra will be subject B0 owldde capitalist
takeaver, A awitching Gacility requins several

o Oh

thoiamd  emplayeci. shops,
restaueasis, parking lots will pop up 1o serve
thend,  Real  evinie prices will  beodn,

Speculatons will bay cal the pacrer Eandlords
el build bgger and fancicr budineve. Prioes
and reaty would be modd too high Tar poor
Chinese 1o alTend, We will be kickod oo and
Chimatowns will dmply disspgesr.

I coses Bor hia, we can expect mo-help
from - the Conolidated Chinese Denevakmi
Aariations, our so-called Benevolent fathens,
In facl, we can expect them to sl us oo Flal,
The chichen weifich lackeye will wil our 1o
save their own skins, In Bostion they weie

BUILUIHG D CLE IS T

ghven 51 million by the gov't to allow thel
buildings and Chinstown o be cul im hadf
lint ke o8l KMT 5 all over ihe wonkl, whin
dorwn, they woukl wll out 1o
mineralle hides. Chinsown i
caughil in 3 diualion where (b Ameriliinn
apaliat sl hiz CRA-KMT dog lackey have
sclemed 1o milk us diy Ter thels peolits, We
e ealy pe polnd oni B example of
Mewark Chisatown (o show the seriousnes of
ihis madeer, In the | B40% Newailk had one of
ihe biggest Chinatowsn i Amvikkhka. T
diappearsd 51 the hamdh of 2 ragist
privatecring dog mavor, Once over o mile
long, Mewark Chinaléwn iy now oaly one
restmurant and o prooery sbare, Chines
peeple bave enly ene recounc: Unite for
defrme of eer commmmines against these
capitalist dog IWK sees the only solution b
unity around our political program, Poist No.
I calls for ihe sell-determinatisn for all Asian
Adericar. Polnt Mo, £ calls for commumity
contol of our instivations and bnd. Podnt No.
T calls fop decent housing and Bealil asd
child caie,

WE DEMAND THE RIGHT T OONTROL
QLR DESTINY AS A FEOFLE

P

An article included in | Wor Kuen’s Getting Together January 1971
issue, covering the Housing Crimes Trial at Columbia University.

Created by | Wor Kuen and published in Getting Together;
archival/digital source unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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Olaanel Comms of sk Kuen "Rﬁ litan MMLS‘ ing * Movement for
Ruerty Independence(MP1) = United Ruerto Rican Studenls
of Columbia University \gurg Lords

Came testify - Come listen

For more Informgtian,calli METROPOLITAN COUNCIL ON HOUSING
2 West 31 Shreel; NYC 10001; WiT-6027 from |30 - 6o (Menday Hhns Friday)

Fudiar Batasrr Wonke (Chareh
of Cla My dpaitan)

An English-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by
the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial's co-
sponsoring groups, c. December 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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Q causa de la condlicioh de 0s barrios
bajos, dle los desahucios, de fos ascendentes
arriendos y del abandono criminal en un

JMC’IO (M)

Diciembre 6 - Dommgo Wollman Auditorium (Ferris Booth
Hall), Uninversidad de thmhu Calle IIIPM( 1-10p.m.

i JUECES? Black Panther Party + City-Wide Coor-
i dinaling Committee of Welfare Rights Groups - Estudiantes
Putrtorriquenos Unidos de la Universidad de Columbia -

1 Wor Kuen + Metropolitan Council on Housing +

Movimiento hmm- (MPY) « Young Lords |

Venga a testificar Venga a escuchar |

Pare més informarivs llame of i METROPOLITAN COUNCI '
a ou?m 31, .Hum ‘.l:i: foooi. Wi 6027 desde la Iﬂ-llpbhol": mg'ﬁim !

A Spanish-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by
the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial’s co-
sponsoring groups, c. December 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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, c. December 1970.

the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial’s co-
sponsoring groups

A Chinese-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the

Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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An article in The Black Panther from December 14, 1970, discussing the
Housing Crimes Trial, and the routine neglect and abuses in the
neighborhood that made it necessary.

Created by The Black Panther Party for Self Defense and published in The
Black Panther; made available in the digital public domain.
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A tenant testifying at the Housing Crimes Trial in front of the People’s
Court, with members of the judging tribunal seated in the
background, ca. 1970-1971.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York
University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.
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Two Bridges residents protest with handmade signs against a
proposed luxury development in the neighborhood, c. 2022.

Photographer unknown. Republished in City Limits; all rights held by
CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities.
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	We Won't Move! Housing Justice and Community Organizing in 1970s New York City
	A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

	WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY
	Hi, my name is Waemary! 
	Throughout my time in history classrooms, I have often noticed a lack of histories surrounding political organizing and resistance led by marginalized communities, especially within the Asian American community. For much of my education, the stories I learned about Asian Americans were often limited to narratives of immigration, assimilation, or exclusion. While those histories are important, they rarely highlighted Asian Americans as active political agents. The first time I encountered this kind of history in a classroom was last fall, when I took an Asian American History elective and learned about the Delano Grape Strike. Even having access to that course felt like a privilege—one that many students do not have, even though learning Asian American history should not be treated as optional. 
	However, my history classes prior have seldom mentioned radical political organizing. I had previously learned about the Black Panthers and the Young Lords, but mostly in spaces outside of traditional classrooms. I had never previously even encountered I Wor Kuen, a radical Asian American organization that played a significant role in tenant organizing efforts in New York City’s Chinatown. Discovering their work revealed a history of resistance and direct action that is too often left out in mainstream historical narratives. 
	My archival exhibit focuses on the radical political organizing that emerged in the late 1960s, particularly around housing struggles in New York City. Over the past few months, working through boxes of archival material has shown me that the absence of these histories in classrooms is not because this organizing did not happen. In fact, the archives make clear just how much coalition-building and grassroots resistance was taking place. What is missing is not the history itself, but the attention and space given to it in how we remember the past.
	Throughout New York City’s history, housing has been a deeply contested and precarious resource, threatened by discriminatory city housing policies, landlord abuses, and the prioritization of corporate and development interests over people’s lives. Yet at the same time, housing has also been something communities have continuously fought to protect. Working-class communities of color, often those most vulnerable to displacement, have been at the center of struggles for tenants’ rights, safe living conditions, and neighborhood preservation. I hope educators will consider including more histories of radical political organizing in their classrooms and I hope students who engage with these histories of resistance can feel empowered to take action in their own communities to fight against injustice. 
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