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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

Waemary Waeyakoh is a proud Thai-Melayu American who was born and raised in New York City. Being involved in
the youth advocacy space, Waemary is committed to fighting to advance equity for young people across NYC. She
leverages community organizing, policy, research (especially YPAR), and community education as tools to effect
change. As a LHP youth researcher, she hopes to uplift historical narratives of AAPI communities that have historically
been ignored or erased. Her current research is focused on histories of radical working-class, AAPI political organizing
and resistance. In her free time, Waemary enjoys reading, making art, and spending time with friends and family.

Hi, my name is Waemary! 

Throughout my time in history classrooms, I have often noticed a lack of histories surrounding
political organizing and resistance led by marginalized communities, especially within the Asian
American community. For much of my education, the stories I learned about Asian Americans were
often limited to narratives of immigration, assimilation, or exclusion. While those histories are
important, they rarely highlighted Asian Americans as active political agents. The first time I
encountered this kind of history in a classroom was last fall, when I took an Asian American History
elective and learned about the Delano Grape Strike. Even having access to that course felt like a
privilege—one that many students do not have, even though learning Asian American history
should not be treated as optional. 

However, my history classes prior have seldom mentioned radical political organizing. I had
previously learned about the Black Panthers and the Young Lords, but mostly in spaces outside of
traditional classrooms. I had never previously even encountered I Wor Kuen, a radical Asian
American organization that played a significant role in tenant organizing efforts in New York City’s
Chinatown. Discovering their work revealed a history of resistance and direct action that is too
often left out in mainstream historical narratives. 

My archival exhibit focuses on the radical political organizing that emerged in the late 1960s,
particularly around housing struggles in New York City. Over the past few months, working through
boxes of archival material has shown me that the absence of these histories in classrooms is not
because this organizing did not happen. In fact, the archives make clear just how much coalition-
building and grassroots resistance was taking place. What is missing is not the history itself, but the
attention and space given to it in how we remember the past.

Throughout New York City’s history, housing has been a deeply contested and precarious resource,
threatened by discriminatory city housing policies, landlord abuses, and the prioritization of
corporate and development interests over people’s lives. Yet at the same time, housing has also
been something communities have continuously fought to protect. Working-class communities of
color, often those most vulnerable to displacement, have been at the center of struggles for
tenants’ rights, safe living conditions, and neighborhood preservation. I hope educators will
consider including more histories of radical political organizing in their classrooms and I hope
students who engage with these histories of resistance can feel empowered to take action in their
own communities to fight against injustice. 

Thank you for engaging with my work! 



PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS 
HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY

Host a mock trial! 

Following the model of the People’s Housing Crimes Trials, which
charged the New York City government and landlords of housing
abuses against tenants, students should host their own mock trial in
the classroom in response to a relevant injustice or inequity that
they care about.  

Create a protest poster/advertisement! 

Drawing inspiration from the posters advertising the Housing Crimes
Trial, create your own poster for a cause you care about. This can be
a poster advertising a political action, or a poster that can be used
for a protest.     

Visit a community space! 

Reflecting on the significance of the space of the Basement
Workshop, research and visit active organizations within the
community that may serve as spaces of community-building or
organizing. 

Conduct a participatory action research project! 

While this is more of a school-year long project. Like the
participatory research conducted by the Chinatown Study Group,
choose a specific issue to survey people in your community about.
Using various participatory methods, collect both qualitative and
quantitative data to capture the experiences of people around that
issue. 

Zine Creation! 

Using the archival materials included in the document bank,
create a zine about tenant organizing movements and key
takeaways from the lesson.  
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primary sources:primary sources:primary sources:

The text of Public Law 89-236: An Act to Amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act, and for Other Purposes, signed into law by

the United States Congress on October 3, 1965. 

Part of Record Group 11: General Records of the United States
Government at the National Archives. Available for use in the

public domain. 



A table depicting the distribution and growth of the Chinese
population from the 1970 U.S. Census.

Created by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, gifted to the Tamiment
Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York University
as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status unknown, but

available for Fair Use. 



The October 1969 edition of Gidra, a magazine created by Asian
American students at UCLA.

Part of the Gidra Collection at the Densho Digital Repository. Made
available for non-commercial Fair Use. 



The cover to the Chinatown Report, published by the
Chinatown Study Group in December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to
the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at
New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact

rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



The preface to the Chinatown Report, an open-ended publication
created by the Chinatown Study Group in December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York

University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status
unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



Page 38 of the Chinatown Report, which describes demographic
data about Chinatown and reasons its residents were drawn to the

neighborhood, c. December 1969.

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York

University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status
unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



A group portrait of Basement Workshop members in 1972,
taken in their 22 Catherine Street space.

Photograph by Bob Hsiang. Made available for Fair Use by
artasiamerica, a digital archive of Asian/Asian American

contemporary art history.



An article in Bridge Magazine, published in the summer of 1971,
which discusses the Chinatown Study Report (1969) and breaks

down different aspects of New York City’s Chinatown.

Article by Robin Wu; originally published in Bridge Magazine, Vol. 1
No. 1 (July-Aug. 1971). Made available for use by christina ong;

permissions for use granted by christina ong. 



Page 2 of an article in Bridge Magazine, published in the summer of
1971, which discusses the Chinatown Study Report (1969) and breaks

down different aspects of New York City’s Chinatown.

Article by Robin Wu; originally published in Bridge Magazine, Vol. 1 No. 1
(July-Aug. 1971). Made available for use by christina ong; permissions

for use granted by christina ong. 



An analysis of issues collecting data in the 1970 census compiled
into a report titled "The Problem of Minority Communities."

Document created by the Chinatown Study Group and gifted to the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at New York

University as part of the Danny Yung Papers. Exact rights status
unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



A letter from the Chinese Community Census Committee to
community members, describing issues with language access in

census data collection, c. 1970.

Document created by the Chinese Community Census Committee
and gifted to the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor

Archives at New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers.
Exact rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



A letter from the Chinese Community Census Committee to
community members, describing the group's mission and their

publicity campaign, c. 1970.

Document created by the Chinese Community Census Committee
and gifted to the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor

Archives at New York University as part of the Danny Yung Papers.
Exact rights status unknown, but available for Fair Use. 



A group of people standing in front of the I Wor Kuen office on
Market Street in New York City in July 1972. 

Photograph by Henry Chu. Published by the Museum of Chinese in
America (MOCA); permissions for use granted by MOCA. 



The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther Party
for Self Defense, commonly known as the 10 Point Program, first

drafted in October 1966.

Document created by The Black Panther Party for Self Defense.
Republished by the Radical Democracy Project and made available

in the public domain by Internet Archive. 



I Wor Kuen’s 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the Black Panther
Party’s 10 Point Platform. Originally drafted ca. 1970-1971. 

Document created by I Wor Kuen and originally published in Roots:
An Asian American Reader (UCLA Asian American Studies Center,

1971). Made available for Fair Use by Your Asian Wasn't Quiet.



The text of the Young Lords Party's 13 Point Program and Platform,
originally drafted in 1969. 

Document created by the Young Lords Party; published digitally and
made available for Fair Use by the Tamiment Library and Robert F.

Wagner Labor Archives, New York University.



A poster in support of a tenant strike rally from the Met Council on
Housing, which urges community members to "help build the city-

wide tenant movement,” c. 1970. 

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



An article from the Young Lords Party's publication, Palante, which
encourages residents of the Bronx to embrace self-determination

and collective struggle, date unknown. 

Created by the Young Lords Party for their publication, Palante. Digital
source and rights unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



A flyer advertising a demonstration in the South Bronx in support
of rent striking tenants, led by the Bronx Housing Crisis Coalition

and Bronx Clergy Coalition, on June 25, 1970.

Document created by the Bronx Housing Crisis Coalition and Bronx
Clergy Coalition; made available by the Tamiment Library and

Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York University. Exact rights
status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use. 



A flyer from the "Squatters' Committee" of the Metropolitan Council
on Housing, urging community members to occupy vacant

apartments as part of Operation Move-In, c. 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



The stated goals and methods of the WE WON'T MOVE committee of
the Metropolitan Council on Housing, advocating for Operation

Move-In, c. 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



An article included in I Wor Kuen’s Getting Together January 1971
issue, covering the Housing Crimes Trial at Columbia University. 

Created by I Wor Kuen and published in Getting Together;
archival/digital source unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



An English-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by
the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial's co-

sponsoring groups, c. December 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



A Spanish-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by
the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial's co-

sponsoring groups, c. December 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



A Chinese-language flyer for the Housing Crimes Trial, produced by
the Metropolitan Council on Housing and listing the trial's co-

sponsoring groups, c. December 1970.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



An article in The Black Panther from December 14, 1970, discussing the
Housing Crimes Trial, and the routine neglect and abuses in the

neighborhood that made it necessary.

Created by The Black Panther Party for Self Defense and published in The
Black Panther; made available in the digital public domain. 



A tenant testifying at the Housing Crimes Trial in front of the People’s
Court, with members of the judging tribunal seated in the

background, ca. 1970-1971.

Created by the Metropolitan Council on Housing and held at the
Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, New York

University. Exact rights status unknown, but likely available for Fair Use.



Two Bridges residents protest with handmade signs against a
proposed luxury development in the neighborhood, c. 2022.

Photographer unknown. Republished in City Limits; all rights held by
CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities. 
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