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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

Hi, my name is Clarissa!

This project takes place in an environment very familiar and
dear to me: New York City public schools. As a lifelong Asian
and Latina NYC public school student, I’ve had the profound
gift of attending extremely supportive, well-resourced schools.
This privilege is also one that has pushed me to critically
consider—and challenge—the ways in which educational
inequities, rooted in systemic racism, impact fellow
marginalized peers. Over the years, first largely in conversation
with other students and educators of color, I’ve been moved to
explore these themes through historical scholarship. I believe
the endeavor of uncovering the ways we’ve fought not only for
access to adequate education, but also for the power to shape
an educational system that affirms identities of marginalized
youth is one we all must learn from and carry forward.

When I learned about the community control movement, which
emerged in the late 1960’s, I resonated with the grassroots
organizing that sought to create a system that nurtured
critical thinking, restored dignity, and ensured that students of
color were equipped to thrive in the face of systemic
oppression. While the 1968 New York City teachers’ strike is
often centered on discussion on community control, I wanted
to uncover the truths of those involved with the movement.
When I began my initial research, I recognized a large gap.
While there was literature on efforts in Ocean Hill-Brownsville
and East Harlem, two of the three neighborhoods where
community control demonstration districts were located, there
was a dearth of information about the third district: Two
Bridges.



Thank you for engaging with my work!

 

A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

Clarissa Kunizaki is a senior in high
school and a founding member of the
Localized History Project. As the Youth
Co-Director of Community and Historical
Research, she seeks to foster joy and
exploration with peers to uncover radical
histories. Clarissa is particularly
interested in research areas that cover
diaspora, solidarity, and gender. Her
favorite historical year is 1968. Aside
from her historical endeavors, she loves,
going on food crawls, and singing
karaoke.

Though their efforts were ultimately undermined by
bureaucratic resistance, the legacy of the community
control movement is an important one that we all have
much to learn from. This project aims to demonstrate
that our fight for educational justice cannot be won
until we actively shape an education system that uplifts
and empowers students from all backgrounds. I hope to
inspire others, particularly other marginalized students,
to see the potential for a more equitable future—in New
York City and beyond.



PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS 
HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY

Create Movement Ephemera related to a local or global
movement you care about. Think about how you would
express your goals through different mediums. For instance,
design a poster that would be put up in a local community
space, or stickers with similar messages

Write a Manifesto about an issue you care about. Think
about the group(s) you would write on behalf of and the
demands you would have. Consider how you would appeal
to different audiences and uplift the perspectives of those
you are writing about

Create and Teach a Lesson about a local underrepresented
history. How is it culturally relevant to your communities? 

Investigate a Local Grassroots Movement by going through
newspaper archives, either digitized or in person. Note
different media biases throughout
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A bulletin board inside Ocean-Hill Brownsville's Junior High
School 271 (now I.S. 271 John M. Coleman School) highlights an

exhibit called "Heroes of the Black Nation."

Image courtesy of Charles Isaacs, originally published in Inside
Ocean Hill–Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (2014).



A segment of a Home Owners' Loan Corporation map of Manhattan,
with blocks marked for "redlining,” c. 1930s.

Image courtesy of the University of Richmond’s Mapping Inequality
Project, based off of Home Owners’ Loan Corporation materials in the

public domain. 



A flyer encouraging parents and others concerned about Black and
Puerto Rican children to call for Superintendent William Jansen’s

resignation, c. 1957.

Image courtesy of Ella Baker Papers, Schomburg Center for Research
in Black Culture, and published by the New York City Civil Rights

History Project.



Inaugural issue of “Community Schools,” a newsletter produced by the
Two Bridges Model School District, c. 1967.

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown. 



“What’s Your Name?,” the framework for a classroom assignment written
by Miss April Lou, P.S. 1/P.S. 23 teacher assigned to work with Chinese

parents. 

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown. 



Miss April Lou, a teacher at PS 1, Manhattan, with six children who had
recently arrived from Hong Kong, c. 1964.

Photograph originally printed in the New York World Telegram & Sun, and
republished by the Library of Congress. No known rights restrictions.



The official ballot for elected parent positions on the Two Bridges
Model School District Governing Council, c. 1967.

Document created by the Honest Ballot Association for the Two
Bridges Model School District Governing Council, and accessed at the

New York City Municipal Archives. Copyright status unknown. 



UFT President Al Shanker speaks to UFT members during the 1968
teacher's strike in Ocean-Hill Brownsville.

Image courtesy of Charles Isaacs, originally published in Inside Ocean
Hill–Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (2014).



The Unit Administrator of the Two Bridges Model School District writes
to district parents and staff with updates on the 1968 teachers' strike. 

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown. 



A timetable summary of the 1969 Decentralization Law.

Document made available in the public domain by ERIC (Education
Resources Information Center).
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