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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

Hi, my name is Clarissa!

This project takes place in an environment very familiar and
dear to me: New York City public schools. As a lifelong Asian
and Latina NYC public school student, I've had the profound
gift of attending extremely supportive, well-resourced schools.
This privilege is also one that has pushed me to critically
consider—and challenge—the ways in which educational
inequities, rooted in systemic racism, impact fellow
marginalized peers. Over the years, first largely in conversation
with other students and educators of color, I've been moved to
explore these themes through historical scholarship. | believe
the endeavor of uncovering the ways we’'ve fought not only for
access to adequate education, but also for the power to shape
an educational system that affirms identities of marginalized
youth is one we all must learn from and carry forward.

When | learned about the community control movement, which
emerged in the late 1960’s, | resonated with the grassroots
organizing that sought to create a system that nurtured
critical thinking, restored dignity, and ensured that students of
color were equipped to thrive in the face of systemic
oppression. While the 1968 New York City teachers’ strike is
often centered on discussion on community control, | wanted
to uncover the truths of those involved with the movement.
When | began my initial research, | recognized a large gap.
While there was literature on efforts in Ocean Hill-Brownsville
and East Harlem, two of the three neighborhoods where
community control demonstration districts were located, there
was a dearth of information about the third district: Two
Bridges.



A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

Though their efforts were ultimately undermined by
bureaucratic resistance, the legacy of the community
control movement is an important one that we all have
much to learn from. This project aims to demonstrate
that our fight for educational justice cannot be won
until we actively shape an education system that uplifts
and empowers students from all backgrounds. | hope to
inspire others, particularly other marginalized students,
to see the potential for a more equitable future—in New
York City and beyond.

Thank you for engaging with my work!

Clarissa Kunizaki is a senior in high
school and a founding member of the
Localized History Project. As the Youth
Co-Director of Community and Historical
Research, she seeks to foster joy and
exploratlon with peers to uncover radical |
histories. Clarissa is Rartlcularly

interested in research areas that cover
diaspora, solidarity, and gender. Her
favorite historical year is 1968. Aside
from her historical endeavors, she loves,
Eomg on food crawls, and singing
araoke.




PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS

Create and Teach a Lesson about a local underrepresented
history. How is it culturally relevant to your communities?

Write a Manifesto about an issue you care about. Think
about the group(s) you would write on behalf of and the
demands you would have. Consider how you would appeal
to different audiences and uplift the perspectives of those
you dare writing about

Create Movement Ephemera related to a local or global
movement you care about. Think about how you would
express your goals through different mediums. For instance,
design a poster that would be put up in a local community
space, or stickers with similar messages

Investigate a Local Grassroots Movement by going through
newspaper archives, either digitized or in person. Note
different media biases throughout



primary sources:
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A bulletin board inside Ocean-Hill Brownsville's Junior High
School 271 (now I.S. 271 John M. Coleman School) highlights an
exhibit called "Heroes of the Black Nation."

Image courtesy of Charles Isaacs, originally published in Inside
Ocean Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (2014).
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A segment of a Home Owners' Loan Corporation map of Manhattan,
with blocks marked for "redlining,” c. 1930s.

Image courtesy of the University of Richmond’s Mapping Inequality
Project, based off of Home Owners’ Loan Corporation materials in the
public domain.



Dr. William Jansen, Superintendent of Schools,has F A I L E D the Ne mdhw
Rican children of the City of New York, He has ~ |, =

## FAILED to ed teachers for our schools,

wx FAILED to lines to pramote integration.

w# FA L LED toplan new schools to avoid double sessions,

w FHILED 1al o for ¥ho need 1t most.

HHHRHREHEHRHRRHRRRR S
Dr. Jansen DOES NOT HAVE THE WILL OR THE VISION T0 DO THE JOB. He will be 70 yesrs
01d in October. Our children can not wait until June 1958

HE SHOULD BE RETIRED {e

A flyer encouraging parents and others concerned about Black and
Puerto Rican children to call for Superintendent William Jansen’s

resignation, c. 1957.

Image courtesy of Ella Baker Papers, Schomburg Center for Research
in Black Culture, and published by the New York City Civil Rights

History Project.
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Mrs. Gloria Depiante

. Miss Ann Coolidge
Mrs. Joyce Washington

Inaugural issue of “Community Schools,” a newsletter produced by the
Two Bridges Model School District, c. 1967.

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown.



P WHAT'S YOUR MAME? (in Chinese and English)
t by April Lou (M) Mon-English Coordimator, F. S. 1 {also P. S. 23)

!;/ Mihat is your name?” For a Chinese child, two images would be visualized —

@ Chinose nape and an foerican nane. Nemes arc very importent to the Chineso anrd
are usually chosen with care. First and second generation Chinese in fmorica
choose the Chinese name first bocause they considor it the mere important of the
two. The name is usually chosen by the child's maternal grardfether or an old
granduncle of the family. Js for the /merican name, it is most often chosen by
the child!a parents.

The problem of giving a Chinese child an Imerican name is scmetimep related
to his Chincse name because of a similar phonetic scund (Ray~min becomes Raymond)
Woi-1in bocomos Whalen). In nther cases, children are named for the month or
season in which they were born (ipril, Snow, Spring). Others arc named for
procicus jewels (Jade, Crystal, PcarlS. More recently Chinese parents have been
giving their children ‘merican nemcs in the some way lLmerican parents dom—

because they like the scurd of a particular nanme.

L Chinese who follows Chinese traditions believes that & name can guide or

alter a person's destiny. Bocause of this bolief, a Chinese uses many methods to
Eight of tho most comon methoda

determine #jst the right name for each persons
are explained belews (Wherever possible, thesc arc used o guides for the trans—
lation of Chinese rames into Amcrican names)e

1. L name can contain words of ool cmonas good wishes for the childs

For example, (gway)-expensive, (gim)-gold (focX)-happiness.
» L nome can contain words used for astrological purposes. When & child

is born, a wise man skilled in interpreting astrological symbols afid formations
£ the inmportant five ele=

foretells the child's destiny ard looks to seec if any o
ments arc lacking in his future. One needs a palance of all five for a good lifes
The five elements are (gim)-gold, (mook)-wood, (faw)-fire, (sucy)-water, (nye) -
earth, By putting one of thesc elements in & name, cne hopes to climinate the
imbalances

3, A name moy contain words irdicating a specinl occasion at the time of
the child's birth, like Spring or New Ywar's Day or Grandfather's birthday. This
usually indicates good luck.

4e I name may contain words irdicating the parents! wish for the childe
For example: (sur) — scholarly career; (bing) - military career; (shur) - writing
CAT@CT o

indicating rospect for a forefather. THla

5., A rame may contain words
Lmorican custom where one is named

would be similar to the "namesake" in the

after a relative.
6, L name may contain words indicating the virtues of the sexes. For

oxample: (may) - girl - beauty, gontlencss, gracefulness; (ying) - boy - here,
7. A nape mey contain words indicating generations ih a class, For ex—
anple: Every person born in the third generation must have this character in

his or her namo (mon)e
8. i name may contain words irdicating the order of brothers (eldest,

2nd, 3rd, you.ngest.}.

The last two methods are used among many, to give information about each
didld so that relatives will now exactly where he belongs in the family trece
fanily in China is not just the irmediate one, but

This is necessary because a
one which includes Lunts, Uncles, and Cousins, many times removeds

With special thanks to Professor Loo, Department of Chinese, Columbia Undversity,
and to M. S. Seid of our Parents! .sscciation.
Toby K. Xurzband, Principel, P. S. 1, Manhattan

(13 b
What’s Your Name?,” the framework for a classroom assighment written

by Miss April Lou, P.S. 1/P.S. 23 teacher assighed to work with Chinese
parents.

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown.



Miss April Lou, a teacher at PS 1, Manhattan, with six children who had
recently arrived from Hong Kong, c. 1964.

Photograph originally printed in the New York World Telegram & Sun, and
republished by the Library of Congress. No known rights restrictions.



HONEST BALLOT ASSOCIATION

OFFICIAL BALLOT |
for

TWO BRIDGES MODEL SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING COUNCIL

ELECTION: DECEMBER 12, 1967 — B AM. TO ¢ P.M.
11

R,

RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVES
(Vote for Four)

RESIDENTES EN GENERAL
(Vote Por Cuatro)
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& [ ] oorss HarRis
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7 | | HERBERT GREENBERG
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The official ballot for elected parent positions on the Two Bridges
Model School District Governing Council, c. 1967.

Document created by the Honest Ballot Association for the Two
Bridges Model School District Governing Council, and accessed at the
New York City Municipal Archives. Copyright status unknown.



UFT President Al Shanker speaks to UFT members during the 1968
teacher's strike in Ocean-Hill Brownsuville.

Image courtesy of Charles Isaacs, originally published in Inside Ocean
Hill-Brownsville: A Teacher's Education, 1968-69 (2014).



SOVERN N TWO BRIDGES MODEL SCHOOL DISTRICT

G COUNC
MR, GUILLE g - 217 PARK ROW
MAg D ALONSO, CHMN
5 RUBY Jonpg 4, ] NEW YORK, N, Y. 10038 TEL. 962-1410

Mis, MATHILDE L CS ErRN i

CHANG By e : -
MRg, COLDIE eyy FIJ. ﬁ:i‘ ;;‘Jé fri) I‘}E & [Eﬁ.
MAs,

BoRis HARRIg DISTRITO ESCOLAR MODELO DEL TWO BRIDGES

DR, BNy
=WEI Liy
MR, 8. w, seip
MRS, NaTaL - BOsINEKY
MRS, GARDEMN|A Dn. DanNIEL FRIEDMAN

v WHITE
WIrs. Gail French UNIT ADMINISTRATOR

MENO TQ ALL PARENTS AND TEACHERS:

e Ail children are to xeport to their official class in all schools.
is ¢ 455 1s the original class to which they were assigned at the
start of the school Vear. i

.Trnnsfers to another class within the assigned schools would ba -
considered upon the completion of the form "Request for Pupil Reassignment''.
T?ESE forms will be available until November 29, 1968 Ffrom the school
a%des in the entry hall of each building. The completed form shall be
gilven to the Principal of the school or to Ann Coolidge of the District
Office. Final action will be taken on each request within three (3)
school days,

Human Relations Teams are being assigned to each school, the district
office, and the community; to work with pupils, parents, staff members,
and the district residents on complaints, concerns, threats, and actions,
stemming from the strike.

On Tuesday, at 8:00 a.m. there will be a briefing meeting of all
staff to discuss new Governing Board policies, and the Human Relations
teams. This meeting shall be cenducted by the following distriet staff
and Governing Board school representatives.

SCHOCOL. DISTRICT STAFF GOVERNING BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
P.S. 1 Gloria Depiante Dr. Sien-Wei Liu

P.5. 2 Joyece Washingten "Matilde Chang

P.S, 42 Dr. Daniel Friedman Gail French

P.5.125 Anne Coolidge Guillerme Alonso

JHS 63 Dr. Daniel Friedman Gardenia White

On Tuesday there will be an early dismissal of pupils (at 12:00
Noon in the elementary schools and at 2:00 p.m. in the Junior High School)
in order to provide Ior a staff/parent meeting in the school auditorium.
All parents are invited to attend. This meeting shall be to discuss the
functioning of the human relations teams and other problens.

. On Wednesday, all classes will be conducted as usual.

The Unit Administrator of the Two Bridges Model School District writes
to district parents and staff with updates on the 1968 teachers' strike.

Document accessed at the New York City Municipal Archives, copyright
status unknown.



ML timetable

April 30, 1969 Effective date of new law, supervisors need no longer
be selected from top three on eligible lists; terms of
city board members then serving terminate, although
members continue to serve until appointment of in.
terim board,

May 20, 1969 Interim board is appointed and succeeds to powers
and duties of existing cily board.

"As soon a: practi-, Imerim board appoints chancellor.
cable” after interim
board's appo.niment

i November 17, 1969 Interim board publishes tentative districting plan.
. December1 Public hearing or hearirigs on tentative dis-ﬁiciing plan.
through 12, 1969
December 22, 1969 Last date for publication of final districting plan, /
January 1 Registration of voters for election of community board
through 16,1970  members, .

January 18,1970  Due date for nominating petitions for community
: board elections.

January 22,1970  Dale by which community board candidates must
apply 1o board of elections to have watchers at the
polls and during the ballot counting.

January 27,1970  Election of first community boards.

-

February 2 Chancellor provides orientation sessions for commu. s

through 16, 1970 nity board members, ,

February 16,1970  Effective date of new Article 52-A of the education ‘
law (other than provisions re determining the new dis- it

tricts and electing community board members, which

take effect immediately); Marchi Act extension ex. it
pires, interim board acquires all the powers and duties o
devolved by Article 52-A on the new city board; terms .
of first community board members begin; terms of

appointed local school board members end; commu-

nity boards acquire jurisdiction over all public schools

anG progeams in thelt districts (theough junlor high

school),

A timetable summary of the 1969 Decentralization Law.

Document made available in the public domain by ERIC (Education
Resources Information Center).
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