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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

Hi, my name is Abby!

In the spring of my junior year of high school, we were asked to fill out a feedback
form for my Language and Literature class. Initially, I submitted the form, excited
about the topics we had explored: absurdism through The Stranger and feminism
through TikToks by “tradwives” and the work of Betty Friedan in The Feminine
Mystique. However, in a late night phone call with my friends, we began to question
what we had learned. My friend mentioned how we talked about only white people in
our semester long unit on feminism. It was then I realized we hadn’t read a single text
by an Asian American. 

Our conversation continued. I reflected on my experiences in classes in high school,
realizing that even in my history classes, they lacked Asian American representations.
I could only recall learning about Japanese internment camps and the Chinese
Exclusion Act in U.S. History. But as someone who has sought out knowledge about my
own AAPI identity outside of school, as an ASAP Youth Leader and through the
Coalition of Asian American Children and Families (CACF)’s programs, I knew history
existed far beyond what I had learned. This year, finally talking about Asian Americans
in my Language and Literature class through Laura Gao’s Messy Roots, I felt seen in
the classroom–my own traditions represented. I hope bringing AAPI histories and
stories that center marginalized stories, like AAPIs in the Chinatown Health Fair and
collaboration with the Young Lords Organization, a primarily Puerto Rican but multi-
ethnic group, can help students feel seen just as I did. 

Particularly, I chose to highlight health advocacy in Chinatown because of how it
encapsulates many of my interdisciplinary interests. I hoped it would help capture the
interests of students too, covering areas from health advocacy, environmental
science, history, art and photography, journalism, and more! Many of these issues
connect deeply to the present and offer students to think about how different forms
of media can advocate for issues that intersect with STEM and science. 

Even if your students aren’t interested in these topics now, I hope looking at local
situations could spark their interests!

Thank you for engaging with my work!

 
Born and raised in NYC, Abby Chen is a New York City public school student at the Clinton
School who hopes to use her experiences in the school system to create a more culturally
inclusive and responsive environment as an ASAP youth leader on the Anti-bullying and

Harassment campaign team and through the Localized History Project. She hopes to
highlight stories of solidarity and intersectional histories, highlighting youth and AAPI

activism. She is interested in exploring the intersection of Asian American History, public
health, and environmental science in the future! Outside of AAPI advocacy, Abby enjoys

spending time with her dog Sadie, editing her school newspaper, and watching TV!



PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS 
HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY

Neighborhood Fair Imagination!

Think of a local issue in your neighborhood (e.g. environmental
issues, noise pollution, light pollution,) and envision a fair you
would plan. What posters would you make? In what languages?
Who is your target audience? How do you make this accessible
to them? What services would you provide? Who would you
collaborate with? How could youth be involved?

Mini-project: Design a poster for a fair. What visuals would
you add? Where would you place it?

 
Street Photography! 

Photograph a fair, community event, etc. in your local
neighborhood. Envision: What is the importance of this event?
What is the larger connection to greater systems or systemic
issues? Who is running this? How are youth involved? 

Follow up: organize this project by making a newspaper!
Bonus if this newspaper was bilingual
Could be taught in a foreign language class as well! Practice
making bilingual newspapers.

Neighborhood Histories!

Research the history of your neighborhood! How has it evolved
over time? Were there specific ethnic populations that have
occupied the neighborhood at a certain time? Common
architecture? Present findings in various forms (ex. Bilingual
newspaper, poster, zine).

Explore Local Architecture! 

Think about common forms of architecture. How have they
influenced your neighborhood? New York City? 

Think about the type of buildings: Are any environmentally
harmful? How do they impact the environment (for example,
are tall buildings contributing to the urban heat island
effect)? Are there harmful pollutants from buildings? How are
they contributing to the neighborhood?
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primary sources:primary sources:primary sources:

Lanterns glow at night in San Francisco's Chinatown, often
considered the United States' oldest Chinatown. c. 1903.

Photograph by Willard Worden. Held at the de Young Museum, San
Francisco, made available in the public domain via Wikimedia

Commons. 



Chinese men gather in front of businesses and residences on Pell
Street at the turn of the century, c. 1900.

Photograph by Byron (Firm : New York, NY). Made available with no
known rights restrictions by the Library of Congress, Prints and

Photographs Division.

 

https://localizedhistoryproject.org/items/58
https://localizedhistoryproject.org/items/58


Manhattan's Chinatown community protests Japanese occupation during
festivities at the Friends of China Parade. c. December 1937.

Photograph by the Federal Writer’s Project, published by the NYC Department
of Records & Information Services (DORIS). Rights status unknown, but likely

falls under Fair Use. 



The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther
Party for Self Defense, first drafted in 1966.

Created by the Black Panther Party for Self Defense. Held by The
Radical Democracy Project, and made available for Fair Use by the

Internet Archive.



The 10 Point Health Program of the Health Revolutionary Unity
Movement, a program of the Young Lords' health ministry, c. 1970.

Originally published in Palante, Vol. 2, No. 3.

Created and published in The Young Lords: A Reader (Chapter 9, "Health
and Hospitals") and digitally accessed via the caring labor: an archive.

Rights status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use. 



The IWK’s 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the BPP’s 10 Point
Platform, c. 1970.

Created by I Wor Kuen, and published in Roots: An Asian American
Reader (UCLA Asian American Studies Center, 1971). Digitally

accessed via “Your Asian Wasn’t Quiet.” Rights status unknown,
but likely falls under Fair Use.



Flags of Puerto Rico and other radical posters hang in windows
above a drugstore in Bushwick, c. 1970.

Photograph by Camilo J. Vergara. Published and held by the
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division. All rights are

reserved by Camilo J. Vergara. 



An article in I Wor Kuen's newspaper, "Getting Together,"
advertising that the group would be going door-to-door in

Chinatown to do tuberculosis testing, n.d.

Originally created by I Wor Kuen and published in “Getting Together”
magazine. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);

permissions for use granted by MOCA. 



On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords' East Harlem chapter
commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile tuberculosis
testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They also shared

access to it with I Wor Kuen members and community members in
Chinatown. 

Photograph by Hiram Maristany. Included  in "For the People’s Health:
Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York," written by Lauren

Lefty. Held by the Museum of the City of New York. Rights status
unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use. 



A poster advertising the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, an event that
started in 1971 and has been held annually since then. The poster was

designed by Robert (Bob) Lee, a member of Basement Workshop.

Created by Bob Lee and published by the Charles B. Wang Community
Health Center. Currently held by the Smithsonian Museum of American

History. Rights status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use. 

 



A volunteer at the Chinatown Health Clinic takes a resident's
blood pressure at the Chinatown Health Fair, c. 1973.

Photograph by Corky Lee. National Library of Medicine exhibit
"Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the

United States.” Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky
Lee Estate.



The "women's booth" at the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair,
advertising various health and screening services.

Photographer unknown, published by the Charles B. Wang
Community Health Center. Rights status unknown.



Early founders of the Chinatown Health Clinic, now the Charles B.
Wang Community Health Center, c. 1970s.

Published by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Rights
status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use.



Chinatown residents march in the streets for healthcare rights,
including the hiring of bilingual physicians, and to protest the

potential closure of Gouverneur Hospital.

Photography by Corky Lee; published in the National Library of
Medicine exhibit "Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health

Care in the United States." Rights status unknown, but likely held by the
Corky Lee Estate.



A banner proclaiming that "1/4 of the workers at the new Gouverneur
must speak Chinese!" c. 1973.

Photograph by Corky Lee, published in the National Library of Medicine
exhibit "Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the
United States." Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky Lee

Estate.



A LENA (Lower East Side Neighborhood Association) demonstration in
November 1971. The photo was taken by Corky Lee of Chinese seniors
at a protest organized by the Health Council to demand the opening

of a new Gouverneur Hospital, c. 1973. 

Photograph by Corky Lee, originally published in Gouverneur Newsletter
2, no. 4, published digitally by the Gotham Center for New York City

History. Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky Lee Estate.



The May-June 1973 English edition of "Gouverneur Newsletter," a
newsletter produced by the New York City Health and Hospitals

Corporation. Sides 1-2. 

Newsletter created by the New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);

permissions for use granted by MOCA.



An article from the Gouverneur Hospital community newsletter,
making a case to community members to actively participate in

upcoming community board elections.

Newsletter created by the New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);

permissions for use granted by MOCA.



A contemporary flyer from the Charles B. Wang Community Health
Center, advertising their upcoming summer health fair, c. 2025.

Published by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. 
Rights unknown.
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THANK YOU FOR READING!THANK YOU FOR READING!  THANK YOU FOR READING! 


	Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City's Chinatown in the 1970s
	A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

	WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY
	Hi, my name is Abby!
	In the spring of my junior year of high school, we were asked to fill out a feedback form for my Language and Literature class. Initially, I submitted the form, excited about the topics we had explored: absurdism through The Stranger and feminism through TikToks by “tradwives” and the work of Betty Friedan in The Feminine Mystique. However, in a late night phone call with my friends, we began to question what we had learned. My friend mentioned how we talked about only white people in our semester long unit on feminism. It was then I realized we hadn’t read a single text by an Asian American.
	Our conversation continued. I reflected on my experiences in classes in high school, realizing that even in my history classes, they lacked Asian American representations. I could only recall learning about Japanese internment camps and the Chinese Exclusion Act in U.S. History. But as someone who has sought out knowledge about my own AAPI identity outside of school, as an ASAP Youth Leader and through the Coalition of Asian American Children and Families (CACF)’s programs, I knew history existed far beyond what I had learned. This year, finally talking about Asian Americans in my Language and Literature class through Laura Gao’s Messy Roots, I felt seen in the classroom–my own traditions represented. I hope bringing AAPI histories and stories that center marginalized stories, like AAPIs in the Chinatown Health Fair and collaboration with the Young Lords Organization, a primarily Puerto Rican but multi-ethnic group, can help students feel seen just as I did.
	Particularly, I chose to highlight health advocacy in Chinatown because of how it encapsulates many of my interdisciplinary interests. I hoped it would help capture the interests of students too, covering areas from health advocacy, environmental science, history, art and photography, journalism, and more! Many of these issues connect deeply to the present and offer students to think about how different forms of media can advocate for issues that intersect with STEM and science.
	Even if your students aren’t interested in these topics now, I hope looking at local situations could spark their interests!

	Thank you for engaging with my work!
	PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS

	HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY
	Neighborhood Fair Imagination!
	Street Photography!
	Neighborhood Histories!
	Explore Local Architecture!

	RESOURCES FOR THE CLASSROOM
	primary sources:
	Lanterns glow at night in San Francisco's Chinatown, often considered the United States' oldest Chinatown. c. 1903.

	Chinese men gather in front of businesses and residences on Pell Street at the turn of the century, c. 1900.
	Manhattan's Chinatown community protests Japanese occupation during festivities at the Friends of China Parade. c. December 1937.
	The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther Party for Self Defense, first drafted in 1966.
	The 10 Point Health Program of the Health Revolutionary Unity Movement, a program of the Young Lords' health ministry, c. 1970. Originally published in Palante, Vol. 2, No. 3.
	The IWK’s 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the BPP’s 10 Point Platform, c. 1970.
	Flags of Puerto Rico and other radical posters hang in windows above a drugstore in Bushwick, c. 1970.
	An article in I Wor Kuen's newspaper, "Getting Together," advertising that the group would be going door-to-door in Chinatown to do tuberculosis testing, n.d.
	On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords' East Harlem chapter commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile tuberculosis testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They also shared access to it with I Wor Kuen members and community members in Chinatown.
	A poster advertising the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, an event that started in 1971 and has been held annually since then. The poster was designed by Robert (Bob) Lee, a member of Basement Workshop.
	A volunteer at the Chinatown Health Clinic takes a resident's blood pressure at the Chinatown Health Fair, c. 1973.
	The "women's booth" at the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, advertising various health and screening services.
	Early founders of the Chinatown Health Clinic, now the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center, c. 1970s.
	Chinatown residents march in the streets for healthcare rights, including the hiring of bilingual physicians, and to protest the potential closure of Gouverneur Hospital.
	A banner proclaiming that "1/4 of the workers at the new Gouverneur must speak Chinese!" c. 1973.
	A LENA (Lower East Side Neighborhood Association) demonstration in November 1971. The photo was taken by Corky Lee of Chinese seniors at a protest organized by the Health Council to demand the opening of a new Gouverneur Hospital, c. 1973.
	The May-June 1973 English edition of "Gouverneur Newsletter," a newsletter produced by the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. Sides 1-2.
	An article from the Gouverneur Hospital community newsletter, making a case to community members to actively participate in upcoming community board elections.
	A contemporary flyer from the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center, advertising their upcoming summer health fair, c. 2025.
	secondary sources:
	Josephs, Samuel. "Whose Revolution Is This? Gender's Divisive Role in the Black Panther Party." Georgetown Journal of Gender & the Law 9.2 (2008).
	Karlawish, Jason. "Alzheimer's Disease Patients Are The Last Casualties Of The Cold War," Forbes, July 30, 2016.
	Lefty, Lauren. "For the People’s Health: Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York." Museum of the City of New York, 2021.
	Lewinnek, Elaine, Thuy Vo Dang, and Gustavo Arellano. "When Santa Ana Burned Down Its Own Chinatown." PBS SoCal, May 4, 2022.
	Maeda, Daryl J. Chains of Babylon: The Rise of Asian America. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2009.
	Marques, Stuart. "The Early Tenements of New York—Dark, Dank, and Dangerous." NYC Department of Records & Information Services (DORIS) Blog, May 17, 2019.
	Mendelsohn, Joyce. The Lower East Side Remembered and Revisited. New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2009.
	Museum of Chinese in America. “The Asian American Movement in New York.” n.d.
	Museum of The City of New York. “The Young Lords in New York 1969-1976.” Exhibition at the Museum of the City of New York.
	National Park Service. “Chinatown and Little Italy Historic District New York, New York (U.S. National Park Service).” March 4, 2020.
	National Museum of African American History & Culture. “The Black Panther Party: Challenging Police and Promoting Social Change.” Smithsonian, July 23, 2019.
	New York State Nurses Association. "The crisis within the crisis: COVID-19’s deadly racial disparities." NY Nurse, June 2020.
	“The New Communist Movement: The Early Groups, 1969-1974.” Encyclopedia of Anti-Revisionism On-Line, n.d.
	Partida, Maria Guadalupe. “A Latinx Resource Guide: Civil Rights Cases and Events in the United States: 1968: The Young Lord’s Organization/Party.” Library of Congress, 2017.
	Ratcliffe, Carolyn. "A Thin Green Line-Time line of The Lower East Side-Tompkins Square Area." L.E.S.P.I. (Lower East Side Preservation Initiative), n.d.
	Rosenthal, Brian M., Joseph Goldstein, Sharon Otterman and Sheri Fink. "Why Surviving the Virus Might Come Down to Which Hospital Admits You." The New York Times, July 1, 2020.
	Ruiz, Neil, Carolyne Im, and Ziyao Tian. “Asian Americans and the ‘Model Minority’ Stereotype.” Pew Research Center, November 30, 2023.
	United States House of Representatives. “Overturning Exclusion, Limiting Immigration | US House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives." n.d.
	Cueto, Yi Tuo, Jose Monzon Barillas, and Ashley Mejia. "Basement Workshop - Virtual Asian-American Artists Museum." 2021.
	Yung, Judy, Gordon H. Chang, and Him Mark Lai, eds. Chinese American Voices: From the Gold Rush to the Present. 1st ed. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006.
	Zhang, Shouyue. "'Learned from Black Friends': The Asian-American Struggle for Housing and Equal Employment in New York City, 1969 – 1974." History Honors Program at the University at Albany, State University of New York, 2022.
	Zhao, Angela. "The Righteous Fists of Harmony: Asian American Revolutionaries in the Radical Minority and Third World Liberation Movements, 1968-1978." Presented to the Department of History in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the BA Degree, The University of Chicago, 2018.
	THANK YOU FOR READING!

