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A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

Hi, my name is Abby!

In the spring of my junior year of high school, we were asked to fill out a feedback
form for my Language and Literature class. Initially, | submitted the form, excited
about the topics we had explored: absurdism through The Stranger and feminism
through TikToks by “tradwives” and the work of Betty Friedan in The Feminine
Mystique. However, in a late night phone call with my friends, we began to question
what we had learned. My friend mentioned how we talked about only white people in
our semester long unit on feminism. It was then | realized we hadn’t read a single text
by an Asian American.

Our conversation continued. | reflected on my experiences in classes in high school,
realizing that even in my history classes, they lacked Asian American representations.
| could only recall learning about Japanese internment camps and the Chinese
Exclusion Act in U.S. History. But as someone who has sought out knowledge about my
own AAPI identity outside of school, as an ASAP Youth Leader and through the
Coalition of Asian American Children and Families (CACF)’s programs, | knew history
existed far beyond what | had learned. This year, finally talking about Asian Americans
in my Language and Literature class through Laura Gao’s Messy Roots, | felt seen in
the classroom—-my own traditions represented. | hope bringing AAPI histories and
stories that center marginalized stories, like AAPIs in the Chinatown Health Fair and
collaboration with the Young Lords Organization, a primarily Puerto Rican but multi-
ethnic group, can help students feel seen just as | did.

Particularly, | chose to highlight health advocacy in Chinatown because of how it
encapsulates many of my interdisciplinary interests. | hoped it would help capture the
interests of students too, covering areas from health advocacy, environmental
science, history, art and photography, journalism, and more! Many of these issues
connect deeply to the present and offer students to think about how different forms
of media can advocate for issues that intersect with STEM and science.

Even if your students aren't interested in these topics now, | hope looking at local
situations could spark their interests!

Thank you for engaging with my work!

Born and raised in NYC, Abby Chen is a New York City public school student at the Clinton

School who hopes to use her experiences in the school system to create a more culturally

inclusive and responsive environment as an ASAP youth leader on the Anti-bullying and
Harassment campaign team and through the Localized History Project. She hopes to

highlight stories of solidarity and intersectional histories, highlighting youth and AAPI
activism. She is interested in exploring the intersection of Asian American History, public
health, and environmental science in the future! Outside of AAPI advocacy, Abby enjoys
spending time with her dog Sadie, editing her school newspaper, and watching TV!




PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS

Neighborhood Fair Imagination!

Think of a local issue in your neighborhood (e.g. environmental
issues, noise pollution, light pollution,) and envision a fair you
would plan. What posters would you make? In what languages?
Who is your target audience? How do you make this accessible
to them? What services would you provide? Who would you
collaborate with? How could youth be involved?

e Mini-project: Design a poster for a fair. What visuals would

you add? Where would you place it?

Street Photography!

Photograph a fair, community event, etc. in your local
neighborhood. Envision: What is the importance of this event?
What is the larger connection to greater systems or systemic
issues? Who is running this? How are youth involved?
* Follow up: organize this project by making a newspaper!
Bonus if this newspaper was bilingual
e Could be taught in a foreign language class as well! Practice
making bilingual newspapers.

Neighborhood Histories!

Research the history of your neighborhood! How has it evolved
over time? Were there specific ethnic populations that have
occupied the neighborhood at a certain time? Common
architecture? Present findings in various forms (ex. Bilingual
newspaper, poster, zine).

Explore Local Architecture!

Think about common forms of architecture. How have they
influenced your neighborhood? New York City?

e Think about the type of buildings: Are any environmentally
harmful? How do they impact the environment (for example,
are ta|l buildings contributing to the urban heat island
effect)? Are there harmful pollutants from buildings? How are
they contributing to the neighborhood?
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primary sources:

Lanterns glow at night in San Francisco's Chinatown, often
considered the United States’ oldest Chinatown. c. 1903.

Photograph by Willard Worden. Held at the de Young Museum, San
Francisco, made available in the public domain via Wikimedia
Commons.
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Chinese men gather in front of businesses and residences on Pell
Street at the turn of the century, c. 1900.

Photograph by Byron (Firm : New York, NY). Made available with no
known rights restrictions by the Library of Congress, Prints and
Photographs Division.
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Manhattan’s Chinatown community protests Japanese occupation during
festivities at the Friends of China Parade. c. December 1937.

Photograph by the Federal Writer’s Project, published by the NYC Department
of Records & Information Services (DORIS). Rights status unknown, but likely
falls under Fair Use.



3 We wamt an end 1o the robdery by the CAPTTALIST of sur Black

October 1966 o7

We believe that this racist governmeal has rebbed us Snd now we are

demending the overdoe debt of forly scres and Lw les. Fort:
Blﬂck Pa nther Par'}r and 1w mubes was promised 100 vears ago u"nn:ulllnc';un?eu- d“: I':b‘-::
and mass murder of black people. We will accepl ilse payenenl in carrency
which will be distribaled 1o cur masy cemasunitios. The Germast ate now
Platform a“d ngram aiding Wk Jews (s lirsel for the genocide of the Jewlih pecple. The E:‘ﬂ-

mans murdered six million Joews. The American racist has taken part i
the daughter of over MMy million black people: therefore, we foel that thiv

I3 & madest demand thal we make.
What We Want v v now e ctiamasen
* We belbeve that of the white lsediords will not give decent housing to
our Mack communily. then the bousing and the land should be made 1aio
a e e leve cooperatives Lo that our community, with goversment aid, can build and
make decenl housing for its pecple.

5. We want rduration for car people Uhal expases (e troe nature of thls
decadent Amerbean sorbely. We wanl sdweatbss that Lesebes ui oar troe
history and sur role bn the presentday seciety,

Wo believe in an educational system that will give 1o cur people u knowi.
edge of self. If 3 man does not have knowbedge of himself snd his posities
Im society and ihe world, 1ben be has Witle chance to relaie to anything
el

6 We wast sll black sen to be xempt from milllary srvice,

We belbeve Ihat Black people should mot be forced 1o Aght In e mifl.
tary service to defend a raclsl gevernment thal does not protect us. We
will met fght and kil othes pecple of color in tbe world who, like black
peopbe, are being victimized by the white racist government of Ameria.
We will protect curselves from ibe force and viclence of the raciat police
amd the racist military, by whalever means necessary.

7. We want an Immediste end 15 POLICE BRUTALITY asd MURDER
o Black praple.

Wi believe we can end police brulslity in cur bleck commusiyy by of-
ganizing black selidefense groups that are dedicated to delending cur
black communily from racist police cppression and Brutality. The Second
Amendment 1o 1be Constitution of the Uniled Siates gives & sight Lo bear
arms. We ibehefore believe that all black people should arm themselves
for pelidelense

B We wanl Mrecdem for ol Back mea held in federal. dale, counly
and city priseas and Jails

We brligve that all plsck people should be released from the manmy 3
Jails and privcns Because 1k >y have nof received 3 falr and impartisl trial b

9. Wi wanl all black prople when brought to trial te be tricd in court by
3 jury of ibelr pecr group or people drom ihelr black communities, as
defined by the Comtitution of the United States.

‘We belieid Chal the coarts iheuld Gl (he Usiled Stabes Constitution
s Lhat black people will receive fair irials The 14th Amendment of 1be
U S. Censtitution gives a man & right to be tried by his peer grosp. A poer
s » person from 3 gimilar econemic, social. religious, poographical, en-
wireamestal, hidtorical and racia) background To o this the court will be
forced Lo delect 2 jury from the black communily from wiich the black
defendant came. Wi have botn, and are being Lried by all-white juites
that bave po underitanding of the “average reasoning ran™ of the black

COMImLNItY.

18. We wast land, bresd. eduration, eloislag, Juslbee and prace.
And as our mpmm -.i-’nlw Natlonssapervised plebds:
Fubjects will b allowed 1 partclpte, fr e purpons of Sherisin o
will of black peapie as L thelr national destiny. .

¥

When. in the course of human evenls, it becomes necessary for oee
prople o dissolve the polilical bands which huve coanecied them wilh
ancther, snd 1o asime, among the powers of the earth, Ibe separate and
equal fathon Lo which the luws of natlire 3od nalurg's God entitle them, s
decent respect boibe episdorn of mankind requires thal they should decline
Lhe camses which impel them to the separatiss

Wie Bold thewe truths Lo be self-gvident, that all men are created equal;
that they are enduwed by Lheir Creator wilk certain unatiensble rights;
that among these are 1de, liberiy, and the pursult of happiness. That, is

secure bese righls. govermments are lnstiteted e, ihelr
MmhﬁmlﬁﬁmM“m‘-’ o
. ' ar ROvErRmenl btcames destruclive of Ubese ends, i b the right of the
Huey. P. Newton Minisicr of Defenze Lo alier or fo abolish |8, and io issbitute & stw government,
Blaek Panther Party mmhnmwmmmwhm a
- o them shall sweem most Biely Lo effect y and Bapplneii. Pru-
- w L5 delefmming
L vrt.“:-:.ll'k;ﬁ- ® wanl pawrr Lo de (ke destiny of S48 omce. indeed. will diclate 1hal governments long entablished should not

hin- ;M’;ﬁ:d for light ard Lransicnl causes; and. sccordingly. all L
We believe that black people will not be free uniil we are able todeter. o7 ST VAL Ea 'ﬁamm;"ﬁ;;:fimﬂﬁ:
mime our destiny. are accurlomed. Bul, when o bang trakn of sbuses and wiarpallens, por-
rubng Ievariably the same shject. evinees a design o reduce (e ueder 5b-
sl despadism it b thelr right, it b ibele duty, 1o threw off such govern.

2 We want full employ ment fer owr prople. mend. and Lo provide mew guards for their futere secarity.

W brlieve that the fidleral goucrnment i responsible and obligated to
P cvory ian cesploynenil or a guaranleed income. We believe that if g-ﬂ""‘—'
the white Amcrican hsincsamen will ned goe fal emplovment. Uen the
eneans of produsiicn should be faken from ke Businessmen amd ﬂm i - .
LB commiaiialy s thal Hhe peogie of (he communily can orgamize and e 4
ploy all of s people aml give a hagh stamdard of bving i L

ey

The political and philosophical manifesto of the Black Panther
Party for Self Defense, first drafted in 1966.

Created by the Black Panther Party for Self Defense. Held by The
Radical Democracy Project, and made available for Fair Use by the
Internet Archive.
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- 10 POINT HEALTH PROGRAM

WE WANT COMMUNITY.WORKER CONTROL OF ALL
HEALTH __-SERVICES IN. OUR  OPPRESSED
COMMUNITIES.

WE WANT THE RIGHT TO FORM QRGANIZATIONS OF
PATIENTS AND WORKERS TO FIGHT FOR IMPROVED
W ORKING CONDITIONS, BETTER PATIENT CARE, AND
TO MAKE HEALTH POLICIES.

WE WANT ALL NEW HOSPITALS CURRENTLY UNDER
CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT IMMEDIATELY TO
SERVE THE ~NEEDS OF OUR OPPRESSED
COMMUNITIES. g

WE WANT FULL EMPLOYMENT AND UPGRADING FOR
OUR PEOPLE IN ALL MEALTH FACILIFIES, AND DPEN
ADMISSIONS TO ALL HEALTH SCIENCE SCHOOLS.

‘—
WE WANT FREE HEALTH CARE L PEOPLE

WE WANT COMMUNITY-RUN HEALTH CLINICS ON
EVERY BLOCK TO DEAL WITH MINOR HEALTH
PROBLEMS, -

DEAL WITH SANITATION CONTROL. MNUTRITION,
DRUG ADDICTION. CHILD DAY CARE, AND SENIOR
CITIZEN SERVICES.

8_ WE WANT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT EXPOSE
SUCH AS

THE LEADING HEALTH PRODLEMS,
UNEMPLOYMENT, POOR  HOUSIMNG,
MALNUTRITION, POLICE BRUTALITY' AND ALL
OTHER FORMS OF EXPLOITATION, ,

WE WANT COMMUNITY, STUDENTS., UNIONS, AND

* WORKERS ORGANIZATIONS TO ACTIVELY SUPPORT
AND FIGHT FOR THIS PRDGRAMS 1IN THE INTERESTS
OF QUR PEOPLE.

10- THE ROLE OF THE HEAL TH REVOLUTIONARY UNITY

MOVEMENT IS TO EDUCATE AND UNITE ALL OUR
PEOPLE AND TO EXPOSE THE COARUPT HEALTH'
SYSTEM THMAT KEEPS OUR PEOPLE WEAK AND

““w_ UNABLE TO FIGHT FOR SELF.DETERMINATION AND

ME'IE LIBERATION.

PROGRAMA DE SALUD DE-10 PUNTOS

QUEREMOS EL CONTROL DE TODOS LOS SERVICIOS

'- DE SALUD EN NUESTRAS COMUNIDADES OPRIMIDAS

*"EN CONSTRUCCION SEAN

4

EN MANOS DE JUNTAS DE TRADAIADORES Y LA

" COMUNIDAD.

]

QUEREMOS EL DERECHO DE FORMAR

* DAGANIZACIONES DE PACIENTES ¥ TRABAJADORES

PARA- LUCHAR R MEJORES CORDICIONES O
TRABAJD. ME ATENCION MEQHICA. Y PARA
DECIDIR NUEST PROPIAS ICAS DE SAaLVD

OUEREMOS OUE TODOS LOS HOSPITALES NUEVOS Y
EDIFICADOS
INMEDIATAMENTE PARA SERVIR LAS NECESIDADES
DE NUESTRAS COMUNIDADES CPRIMIDAS

QUEREMOS EMPLEO TOTAL Y POSIBILIDADES DE

* ADELANTO PARA NUESTRA GENTE EN TODOS LOS

SEAVICIOS DE SALUD® ¥ ADMISION ABIERTA PARA
TODAS LAS ESCUELAS DE SALUD.

QUEREMOS ATENCION MEDICA GRATUITA PARA

* TODA GENTE.

QUEREMOS CLINICAS DE SALUD DIRIGIDAS POR LA

* COMUNIDAD PARA TRATAR LOS PROBLEMAS

The 10 Point Health Program of the Health Revolutionary Unity
Movement, a program of the Young Lords’ health ministry, c.1970.

MENORES OF SALUD. -

10- NUESTRA GENTE

%

QUEREMOS ATENCION MEDICA PREVENTIVA A
DOMICILIO PARA TRATAR CON EL CONTROL DE
SANIOAD, NUTRICION. ADDICCION A LAS DROGAS, ¥
QUEREMOS CENTHOS DE CUIDADO PARA LOS NINOS
¥ SERVICIOS PARA LOS ANCIANGS .

« QUEREMDS PROGRAMAS DE EDUCACION OQUE

* EXPONGAN LOS - PROBLEMAS DE SALUD MAS
IMPORTANTES TALES COMD OLSEMPLED. LA
VIVIERDA DE SMALA CALIDAD EL RACISMD, LA
DISNUTRICION, LA BRAUTALIDAD POLICIA Y
CUALQUIER QTRA FORMA DE EXPLOTACION

-

QUEREMOS QUE LA COMUNIDAD, LOS ESTUDIANT ES

*LAS ORGANIZACIONES Y UNIDNES DE
TRABAJADOHES, NOS APOYEN ACTIVAMENTE ¥
LUCHEN POR ESTE PROGRAMA DOC INTRES AL
PULELOD

EL OBJETIVO DE MRUM. ES UNIR ¥ EDUCAR A
OUEREMOS DESENMASCHRAR LA
CORALPCION DE UN SISTEMA DE SALUD OUE
MANTTENE A NUESTRA GENTE ENFERMA Y SIN
CAPACIDAD DE LUCHAAR POR NUESTRA
AUTODETERMINACION ¥ LIBERACION COMPLETA

Originally published in Palante, Vol. 2, No. 3.

7_ WE WANT DOOR-TODOOR PREVENTIVE CARE 10

RACISM,

. ¥

-

Created and published in The Young Lords: A Reader (Chapter 9, "Health
and Hospitals") and digitally accessed via the caring labor. an archive.
Rights status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use.



I WOR KUEN
12 Point Platform and Program

Asian people in Amertka have been continually oppressed by the
greedy, traitorous gangsters of our own communities and by the
wider racist exploitative Amerikan society. We have been bembarded
by the media {newspapers, T.V., radio and schools) with false ideas
about how we should accept our position in this society. They have
tried to brainwash us and have even coerced us Into going overséas
and fighting against our own people in 5.E, Asia,

But, Asian Amerikans have been fighting back against the
oppression of this country ever since we first tasted the bitterness of
Amerika’s racism and exploitation. The long and heroic history of
the Asian Amerikan struggle inspired and strengthened us in our
purpose. No longer can we endure these oppressive conditions. We
cannot let our ancestors’ struggles po down in vain, We know who are
our real enemies and friends and we have found new strength for we
are joining our sisters and brothers within this country and around
the world to fight for freedom and justice against the rulers of this
country.

We have tried the pesceful means of petition, courts, voting and
even ations. But our si remained the same. We are
nat free.

We want to improve the lving conditions of our people and are
preparing to defend our cor ities against repression and for
revolutionasy armed war against the gangsters, businessmen,
politicians and police. When a government cppresses the people and
no longer serves the needs of the people. we have the right to abolish
it and craate a new one.

Wa are working for a world of peace, where the needs of the
people come first, which is without class distinctions and is based
upon the love and unity of all peoples.

The following 12 points are what we are fighting for:

1. WE WANT SELF-DETERMINATION FOR ASIAN
AMERICANS.

The massas of Asisn people in Amerika live in ghettoes which are like
small col The Amerik apitalists continually attempt 1o make
profit off us by trying to alter our entire way of life for their own
bonefit. We want liberstion from this enslevement so we can
determing our own destinke.

2 WE WANT SELF-DETERMINATION FOR ALL ASIANS.

Western imperialists have been i a8 and colonizing ies in
Asia for the past 500 years. Amerikan imperialism, concentrating in
Asis is now engaged in the most sadistic and genocidal war of
sggression the world has ever smen. We want an immediate end to
Amarikan imparialism,

3 WE WANT LIBERATION OF ALL THIRD WORLD
PEOPLES AND OTHER OPFRESSED PEOPLES.

People of color, Asian, Black, Brown, Red are all fighting for
libaration from Amerika's racist oppression. Millions end millions of
white psople are also rising up 1o fight our common oppressor. We
recognize that anly when the oppression of all people is ended can
wa all really ba fres,

4 WE WANT AN END TO MALE CHAUVINISM AND
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION.

The thousands of years of appression under feudalism and capitalism
have created institutions and myths of male supremacy over women.
Man must fight along with sisters in the struggle for economic and
socisl equality and must recognize that sisters make up over half of
the revolutionary army. Sisters and brothers are equals fighting for
our people.

[ WE  WANT  COMMUNITY
INSTITUTIONS AND LAND,

CONTROL  OF OUR

Those institutions in our communities such as the police, schools,
health, housing, transportation, sanitation, anti pollution, and
wilfare must be controlled by and serve the needs of our people and
not be geared 1o the making of money. We want an end 10 our
community being used to make prohit for outsiders, sweh as
slumbards and tourist agencies,

& WE WANT AN EDUCATION WHICH EXPOSES THE TRUE
HISTORY OF WESTERN IMPERIALISM IN ASIA AND AROUND
THE WORLD: WHICH TEACHES US THE HARDSHIPS AND
STRUGGLES OF QUR ANCESTORS IN THIS LAND AND WHICH
REVEALS THE TRULY DECADENT EXPLOITATIVE NATURE
OF AMERIKAN SOCIETY.

The Amerikan imperialists have tried to justify their world empire by
cowering up the inhuman deeds they perpetrated in Asia and to the
rest of the Third World. They also try to brainwash us in school with
racist history which does not tell of the degradation, oppression and
humiliation Asians and other Third World People have been foreed to
sutfer in Amerika. We want to learn of the heroic and inspiring
struggles Asian people have conducted throughout the world as well
a8 in Amerika.

7. WE WANT DECENT HOUSING AND HEALTH AND
CHILD CARE.

The institutions of housing, health and child care are set up only to
make money for landlords, doctors, hospitals and drug companies.
We want housing, health and child care that gives us life and not slow
daath,

8 WE WANT FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
AND ALL ASIANS.

Our Asian brothers and sisters in Amerika's racist jails should be sat
frea for they were not tried by their peers (other Asisn brothers and
sisters). Political prisoners are jailed beceuse they fought for their
freedom and basic rights a5 human beings. They all must be set free.

L} WE WANT AN END TO THE AMERIKAN MILITARY.

The Amerikan military mechine is butchering people througheut the
world, especiaty i Asia. The end of the Amerikan military will be
ona of the grestest events in the history of the liberation of mankind.
We want ell Asisn Amerikans sxempt from militsry sarvitude,

10. WE WANT AN END TO RACISM.

White racism has been oppressing Third World People for the past
500 years. Although we recognize and firmly sipport the progressive
white people in the anti-imperislist struggle, we should continue to
struggle against white racism on all levels. The racism among Third
World People toward esch other is being broken down and a new
unity is being created in our struggle sgainst our common enemy.

1. WE WANT AN END
BOUNDARIES OF AMERIKA,

TO THE GEOGRAPHIC

From its beginning, Amerilka has been a robber country, It stole land
by the use of srmed force from native Americans, Chicanos and
Latinos, and other peoples. Amerika can now only maintain its
prasent boundaries both internally and axternally by the threat and
use of violence. We want fres passage of all people to amd from
Amerika. The people of the world have built Amerika, and they must
now determine its destiny. Amerika has also tried to blind thoss who
live here as to the realities of socialism by restricting information
from and travel to the People’s Republic of China, Cuba, Albania,
North Korea, and North Vietnam. We want opén boundaries and an
end 1o immigration and emmigration harrassment,

12 WE WANT A SOCIALIST SOCIETY.

What exists in Amerika today is & socisty wheéré one man in order to
survive must exploit his fellow man, We want a society that works
for the fulfillment of human needs. We want decant housing, health §
child care, employment, sanitation and old age care. We want a
society where ne man or wirmnan will die due to leck of food, medical
care or housing. where each gives according to his ability and takes
according to his need.

The IWK's 12 Point Platform, its adaptation of the BPP’s 10 Point
Platform, c. 1970.

Created by | Wor Kuen, and published in Roots: An Asian American
Reader (UCLA Asian American Studies Center, 1971). Digitally
accessed via “Your Asian Wasn't Quiet.” Rights status unknown,
but likely falls under Fair Use.



Flags of Puerto Rico and other radical posters hang in windows
above a drugstore in Bushwick, c. 1970.

Photograph by Camilo J. Vergara. Published and held by the
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division. All rights are
reserved by Camilo J. Vergara.



| WOR KUEN

*fCetting Together™ iw the officlal publication
of I WOR EUEN organization.

I WOln NUKEN i an organization of Aslan ;ln-r_.;.]_-
logated Im the Chineas community of Naw York
Chty, I Wor Kuien axists to serve and defend
all our psople. Wa invite suggestions and

WE SERVE THE PEOPLE

DISCUSEION OGROUPS AND LANGUAGE CLASSES

I WOR EUEN ias at 24 Market BE,

T.B. TESTING

I WOR EUVEN has increased its
efforts to serve the community
through TB teating. Door-to-
door Tine testing is being dons

| Wor Kuen iy starting » Liberation School
the mummer, The closes o fer inchude Can
tonese, Mandarin and English language ciawes as
well Fuglory clames |conducted separstaly in

twice & vook or more, and a sur~

vey of community health problems

and facilities has been inoor-

Chviness and Englighl on Modermn Ohina and on
Chiness in Amencs. Come W snd wgn wup ai soom
25 povsibife, Class time schadule & sl Viewalie

porated into the program.
I WOR KUEN has also acquired
the facilities of the x=HAY
truck recently liberated by the
Young Lords Organization in
Wew York City, and will bo used
for follow up of positive Tine
tesats . This is an example of

socording to you

how revolutionary groups of
iifferent caces can cooperate
to together SERVE OUR PEDPLE.

FREE MOVIES
FREE MOVIES
THER MOV IWG

mhnr'countr a8 avery wat.,
Sun., Mon. and Tdes. night .
l at 7:30 pm at 24 Market St. _ -

]

- = B
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An article in | Wor Kuen's newspaper, "Getting Together,”
advertising that the group would be going door-to-door in
Chinatown to do tuberculosis testing, n.d.

Originally created by | Wor Kuen and published in “Getting Together”
magazine. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);
permissions for use granted by MOCA.



On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords’ East Harlem chapter
commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile tuberculosis
testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They also shared

access to it with | Wor Kuen members and community members in
Chinatown.

Photograph by Hiram Maristany. Included in ‘For the People’s Health:
Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York," written by Lauren
Lefty. Held by the Museum of the City of New York. Rights status
unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use.



UNITE TO FIGHT
FOR OUR RIGHTS
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A poster advertising the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, an event that
started in 1971 and has been held annually since then. The poster was
designed by Robert (Bob) Lee, a member of Busement Workshop.

Created by Bob Lee and published by the Charles B. Wang Community
Health Center. Currently held by the Smithsonian Museum of American
History. Rights status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use.



A volunteer at the Chinatown Health Clinic takes a resident's
blood pressure at the Chinatown Health Fair, c.1973.

Photograph by Corky Lee. National Library of Medicine exhibit
"Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the
United States.” Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky
Lee Estate.



The "women'’s booth” at the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair,
advertising various health and screening services.

Photographer unknown, published by the Charles B. Wang
Community Health Center. Rights status unknown.



Early founders of the Chinatown Health Clinic, now the Charles B.
Wang Community Health Center, c. 1970s.

Published by the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. Rights
status unknown, but likely falls under Fair Use.



Chinatown residents march in the streets for healthcare rights,
including the hiring of bilingual physicians, and to protest the
potential closure of Gouverneur Hospital.

Photography by Corky Lee; published in the National Library of
Medicine exhibit "Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health
Care in the United States.” Rights status unknown, but likely held by the
Corky Lee Estate.
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A banner proclaiming that “1/4 of the workers at the new Gouverneur
must speak Chinese!” c. 1973.

Photograph by Corky Lee, published in the National Library of Medicine

exhibit "Outside/Inside: Immigration, Migration, and Health Care in the

United States.” Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky Lee
Estate.



A LENA (Lower East Side Neighborhood Association) demonstration in
November 1971. The photo was taken by Corky Lee of Chinese seniors
at a protest organized by the Health Council to demand the opening

of a new Gouverneur Hospital, c. 1973.

Photograph by Corky Lee, originally published in Gouverneur Newsletter
2, no. 4, published digitally by the Gotham Center for New York City
History. Rights status unknown, but likely held by the Corky Lee Estate.
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The May-June 1973 English edition of "Gouverneur Newsletter,” a
newsletter produced by the New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation. Sides 1-2.

Newsletter created by the New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);
permissions for use granted by MOCA.
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An article from the Gouverneur Hospital community newsletter,
making a case to community members to actively participate in

upcoming community board elections.

Newsletter created by the New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation. Held by the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA);
permissions for use granted by MOCA.
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Rights unknown.



secondary sources:

Allyn, Noah. "The Rise and Fall of Denver’s Chinatown." History Colorado, April 11, 2019.

Barton Smith, David. The Power to Heal: Civil Rights, Medicare, and the Struggle to Transform America's
Health Care System. Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press, 2016.

Brooks, Charlotte. Between Mao and McCarthy. Chinese American Politics in the Cold War Years.
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2014.

CDC. “Health Disparities in Asian People.” Health Disparities in HIV, Viral Hepatitis, STDs, & Tuberculosis,
May 21, 2024.

Chang, Rachel. “How American Chinatowns Emerged amid 19th-Century Racism.” HISTORY, May 15, 2023.

Chang, Gordon H. and Shelley Fisher Fishkin, eds. The Chinese and the Iron Road: Building the
Transcontinental Railroad. Redwood City, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019.

Chao, Eveline. "How Asian-American Radicals Brought ‘'Yellow Power' To Chinatown.” Gothamist, October
19, 2016.

Charles B. Wang Community Health Center. “Celebrating 50 Years of Community Health Centers,”
August 3. 2015.

Chen, Nancy. “An Asian American Lens on Environmental Justice.” South Side Weekly, November 5, 2019.

Chinese-American Planning Council. “Manhattan Community Services Attends CBWCHC's Annual
Health Fair.” August 9, 2022.

Choi-Schagrin, Winston, Emily Mabry, and Emmma Talkington. “Untold Stories - Chinatown Health Fair &
the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center,” created for Columbia University course "Untold Stories
in Public Health" in 2021.

Chowkwanyun, Merlin. “The War On Poverty's Health Legacy: What It Was And Why It Matters.” Health
Affairs 37, no. 1 (January 1, 2018): 47-53.

Dellplain, Laura. "Yellow, in Peril: How Public Health Discourse on Tuberculosis (TB) Reveals, Refines, and
Reinforces the Racial Stigmatization of Asian Americans.” Oberlin College, 2012.

Ferndndez, Johanna. The Young Lords: A Radical History. Durham: University of North Carolina Press,
2022.

Ferrara, Eric. "Black, Puerto Rican, and Chinese Mutual Aid Movements of the Lower East Side.” Lower East
Side History Project, February 3, 2025.

Gao, Hongden. “Community Struggles for a New Gouverneur: Tackling the Deeper Roots of the City’'s
Unequal Hospital Care.” The Gotham Center for New York City History, January 5, 2021.

G&e(lten, Tom). “The 1965 Immigration Act: Opening the Nation to Immigrants of Color." History Now, Issue
52 (Fall 2018).

Ho, Fred, ed. Legacy to Liberation: Politics and Culture of Revolutionary Asian Pacific America. AK Press,
200L1.

Hoover, Jordan. “American Chinatowns at Risk for Climate Change.” AsAmNews, January 18, 2026.
Immigration History. “lImmigration and Nationality Act of 1965 (Hart-Celler Act).” 2019.

Ishizuka, Karen. Serve the People: Making Asian America in the Long Sixties. New York, NY: Verso Books,
2018.

| Wor Kuen. “History of | Wor Kuen" in Statements on the Founding of the League of Revolutionary Struggle
(Marxist-Leninist). Encyclopedia of Anti-Revisionism On-Line, 1978.



Josephs, Samuel. "Whose Revolution Is This? Gender's Divisive Role in the Black Panther Party.’
Georgetown Journal of Gender & the Law 9.2 (2008).

Karlawish, Jason. "Alzheimer’s Disease Patients Are The Last Casualties Of The Cold War,” Forbes, July
30, 2016.

Lefty, Lauren. "For the People’s Health: Lessons from the Young Lords for Today’s New York.” Museum of
the City of New York, 2021.

Lewinnek, Elaine, Thuy Vo Dang, and Gustavo Arellano. "When Santa Ana Burned Down Its Own
Chinatown.” PBS SoCal, May 4,2022.

Maeda, Daryl J. Chains of Babylon: The Rise of Asian America. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 2009.

Marques, Stuart. "'The Early Tenements of New York—Dark, Dank, and Dangerous.” NYC Department of
Records & Information Services (DORIS) Blog, May 17, 2019.

Mendelsohn, Joyce. The Lower East Side Remembered and Revisited. New York, NY: Columbia University
Press, 20009.

Museum of Chinese in America. “The Asian American Movement in New York.” n.d.

Museum of The City of New York. “The Young Lords in New York 1969-1976.” Exhibition at the Museum of
the City of New York.

National Park Service. “Chinatown and Little Italy Historic District New York, New York (U.S. National Park
Service).” March 4, 2020.

National Museum of African American History & Culture. “The Black Panther Party: Challenging Police
and Promoting Social Change.” Smithsonian, July 23, 2019.

New York State Nurses Association. "The crisis within the crisis: COVID-19's deadly racial disparities.” NY
Nurse, June 2020.

“The New Communist Movement: The Early Groups, 1969-1974.” Encyclopedia of Anti-Revisionism On-
Line, n.d.

Partida, Maria Guadalupe. “A Latinx Resource Guide: Civil Rights Cases and Events in the United States:
1968: The Young Lord’s Organization/Party.” Library of Congress, 2017.

Ratcliffe, Carolyn. "A Thin Green Line-Time line of The Lower East Side-Tompkins Square Area.” L.E.S.P.I.
(Lower East Side Preservation Initiative), n.d.

Rosenthal, Brian M., Joseph Goldstein, Sharon Otterman and Sheri Fink. "Whg Surviving the Virus Might
Come Down to Which Hospital Admits You." The New York Times, July 1, 2020.

Ruiz, Neil, Carolyne Im, and Ziyao Tian. “Asian Americans and the ‘Model Minority’ Stereotype.” Pew
Research Center, November 30, 2023.

United States House of Representatives. “Overturning Exclusion, Limiting Immigration | US House of
Representatives: History, Art & Archives.” n.d.

Cueto, Yi Tuo, Jose Monzon Barillas, and Ashley Mejia. "Basement Workshop - Virtual Asian-American
Artists Museum.” 2021.

Yung, Judy, Gordon H. Chang, and Him Mark Lai, eds. Chinese American Voices: From the Gold Rush to
the Present. 1st ed. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006.

Zhang, Shouyue. “Learned from Black Friends" The Asian-American Struggle for Housing and Equal
Employment in New York City, 1969 — 1974." History Honors Program at the University at Albany, State
University of New York, 2022.

Zhao, Angela. 'The Righteous Fists of Hormom{: Asian American Revolutionaries in the Radical Minority
and Third World Liberation Movements, 1968-1978." Presented to the Department of History in Partial
Fulfilment of the Requirements for the BA Degree, The University of Chicago, 2018.



UMNITE T FIGHT
FEHL O RIGHTS

LCHINATLOANN gﬁ
ETREET FAIR

Julhv28 0 Auc s

B 5
dl |y "' : = '!' i
MOIT sirect i | 's",' nE oK Hi hi
& Pell Street m%;h;,;,“l;g Rim =
o g : 3
‘Health e tx Bl o A,
-Education Mo on BT N RN o
"Hos s CBE H AR e D men ¥
-Legal dchucation i, - Ll :.'.,H,"i, Hi
I _ | -
I| IE |II'- . ¥ a; A WM& WRH
 Hn Ln il T B
i LT S E & ;i :- R
e R R T |
o i
)




	Community Organizing and Health Access in New York City's Chinatown in the 1970s
	A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:

	WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY
	Hi, my name is Abby!
	In the spring of my junior year of high school, we were asked to fill out a feedback form for my Language and Literature class. Initially, I submitted the form, excited about the topics we had explored: absurdism through The Stranger and feminism through TikToks by “tradwives” and the work of Betty Friedan in The Feminine Mystique. However, in a late night phone call with my friends, we began to question what we had learned. My friend mentioned how we talked about only white people in our semester long unit on feminism. It was then I realized we hadn’t read a single text by an Asian American.
	Our conversation continued. I reflected on my experiences in classes in high school, realizing that even in my history classes, they lacked Asian American representations. I could only recall learning about Japanese internment camps and the Chinese Exclusion Act in U.S. History. But as someone who has sought out knowledge about my own AAPI identity outside of school, as an ASAP Youth Leader and through the Coalition of Asian American Children and Families (CACF)’s programs, I knew history existed far beyond what I had learned. This year, finally talking about Asian Americans in my Language and Literature class through Laura Gao’s Messy Roots, I felt seen in the classroom–my own traditions represented. I hope bringing AAPI histories and stories that center marginalized stories, like AAPIs in the Chinatown Health Fair and collaboration with the Young Lords Organization, a primarily Puerto Rican but multi-ethnic group, can help students feel seen just as I did.
	Particularly, I chose to highlight health advocacy in Chinatown because of how it encapsulates many of my interdisciplinary interests. I hoped it would help capture the interests of students too, covering areas from health advocacy, environmental science, history, art and photography, journalism, and more! Many of these issues connect deeply to the present and offer students to think about how different forms of media can advocate for issues that intersect with STEM and science.
	Even if your students aren’t interested in these topics now, I hope looking at local situations could spark their interests!

	Thank you for engaging with my work!
	PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS

	HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY
	Neighborhood Fair Imagination!
	Street Photography!
	Neighborhood Histories!
	Explore Local Architecture!

	RESOURCES FOR THE CLASSROOM
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	Lanterns glow at night in San Francisco's Chinatown, often considered the United States' oldest Chinatown. c. 1903.
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	Flags of Puerto Rico and other radical posters hang in windows above a drugstore in Bushwick, c. 1970.
	An article in I Wor Kuen's newspaper, "Getting Together," advertising that the group would be going door-to-door in Chinatown to do tuberculosis testing, n.d.
	On August 19, 1969, members of the Young Lords' East Harlem chapter commandeered one of the city-sponsored mobile tuberculosis testing trucks and reclaimed it for the people. They also shared access to it with I Wor Kuen members and community members in Chinatown.
	A poster advertising the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, an event that started in 1971 and has been held annually since then. The poster was designed by Robert (Bob) Lee, a member of Basement Workshop.
	A volunteer at the Chinatown Health Clinic takes a resident's blood pressure at the Chinatown Health Fair, c. 1973.
	The "women's booth" at the 1973 Chinatown Health Fair, advertising various health and screening services.
	Early founders of the Chinatown Health Clinic, now the Charles B. Wang Community Health Center, c. 1970s.
	Chinatown residents march in the streets for healthcare rights, including the hiring of bilingual physicians, and to protest the potential closure of Gouverneur Hospital.
	A banner proclaiming that "1/4 of the workers at the new Gouverneur must speak Chinese!" c. 1973.
	A LENA (Lower East Side Neighborhood Association) demonstration in November 1971. The photo was taken by Corky Lee of Chinese seniors at a protest organized by the Health Council to demand the opening of a new Gouverneur Hospital, c. 1973.
	The May-June 1973 English edition of "Gouverneur Newsletter," a newsletter produced by the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. Sides 1-2.
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