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WHAT '8 YOUR KAME? (in Chincse and English)
by April Lou (MB) Nem-English Ceordinater, F. 5. 1 {also P. 5. 23)
"What is your name?” For a Chinpese chila, two imapges would be visualized =—
Kapes are very impertant to the Chinesse and

2 Chinope pane and an fnericsn NGO
ard second generation Chinese in Ifmerica

are usualky chosen with care, Flrst
chocse the Chinese nase first booguse they consider it the mere important of tha
tuo. The name is usually chosen by ths child's patormal grandfather or an old

granduncle of the family. s for the inarican mono, it ls most often chosen by

the childa parents.

The problem of giving a

to hia Chinese name bocausg o
Wei-1in bocomos Whalen). Inm
seagson in which they were born (fpril
procious jewels (Jade, Crystal, Fearl).
glving their children Smerican namcs im the same Wiy
because they like the sound of e particular nant.

rame can guido or

L. Chinsss whe follows Chinese traditions believes that a
alter a psraon!s destimy. Because of this bellef, & Chinese uses many methods to
determine fjist the right name for each persen. Eight of the most common methods
are explained belew. (Wherever possible, these are used o8 guidea for the trans-
lation of Chinese rames into imerican names)e

Chinese ehild an Imerican name 4is scmetimes related

f n similar phonetic sound (Ray-min boccmes Raymond ) ;
nther cases, children gre named for the mombh or
Snovy Sp:rimz}- Hhers oro named Tor

Mare recently Chinese parents have been
Imerican parents dom=

1, L name can contaln words of gend ¢ion as gpood wishes for the child.

For example, [gway)-oxpensive, (gim)-geld (foci)-happiness.

2?e L nome can eontain words used for astrological purposes. When a child
is born, a wise man skilled in interpreting astrological symbols afid formations
foretells the child's destiny ard locks to see if eny of tho important five elo=
ments are lacking in his future. One needs o balance of all five for a good lifes
The five elomonts are (gim)-gold, (mock)-wood, (faw)=fire, {suey)=water, (nye) -

parth. By putting eme of these elements in o name, one hepea to elindnate the
imbalance.
ng a special cccasicn at the time of

1, A name may contoin words indieatd
the childls birth, like Sprimg or New Ygar's Day or Grondfatherls birthday. This
usually indicetes good luck.

4e 0 rame may contaln words irdiecating the parent
For exabple: lsur) — scholarly carcer; (bing) - military career;

CATEOT .

g! wish for the childe
(shur) - writing

ating respect for a forefather. Thls

&, L name may contain words inddc
stom where one 1s named

would be aimilar to the "namesake" in the Lmerican cu
after a relatives
e 4 name pay contain words indicating the virtues of the sexes. For
{m;rll - girl - beauty, gentlencss, gracefulness} {y'ing} - boy = here.
7. A pape oy contain words indicating gencrations ib o closs. For ex—
ample: Every persen boon in the third generstion mast have thie character in

his or her nemo (mom)s
8. L name may contain words indlcating the order of brothers (eldest,

2nd, 3rd, youngest).

example

The last two methods are used among many, to give information about cach
dpdld so that relotives will know exactly whers he bolengs in the family tree.
This is necessary because a family in COhina is not just the irmedicte ome, but
one which includes funts, Uncles, and Cousins, many times removed.

With special thanks to Frofessor Loo, Department of Chinese, Columbia University,

and to M. S Sedd of our Parents! Lascciation.
Teby K. Xurzband, Principal, Ps 5. 1, Manhattan
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TRANSLATION: Dear Parenta: One of the problems for Chinese parents in our
public school is that some of them have only a Chiness name, Many of them
voleced their desire for an American one, 50 this year at P, 5. 1, we toock on

the project of helping parents chocse an American name for their children. We,

at tha school, folt that Monday, November Gth, [irst day of Open School veek,
would be a wonderful opporturity to have a little celebration for the newly-
nazed cldldren and to invite all Chipese parents to visit the school. Dr. Kurz-
band extends hia invitation toall of you to come. After s short assembly
Program, you are welcome to visit your child's class and teacher. We are locking
forward to greeting you on Monday, at 9:15 A.M.

Chinese text by Miss April Lou, Teacher F. S. 1 ard
Mrs, Helen Lee, Farent of Pupil, P. 5. 1 P. 5. 23, sssigned to work with Chinesec
children and parents.



